
Probus Club of Kinumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 279 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 26 June 2007 

 

President George Costigan opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed members and the sole lady guest, 

Janet Smith 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins reminded Members that the Minutes of the 

previous meeting on 22 May 2007 had been made available before the meeting for reading and comment. 

The meeting agreed that the Minutes should be taken as read and accepted as a true record. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Richard advised that letters had been received from several local Probus Clubs 

(Newsletters); and operators of possible tours.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn gave the following details of the Club’s finances over the past 

month: 

  

Income $300.00 

Expenditure $583.10 

Interest $0.04 

Balance at 31 May 2007 $2543.59 

 

The report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President George reminded members that next month’s meeting would involve 

presentations by a wine manufacturer, including possible tasting, and that ladies are encouraged to attend. 

George also presented 15 year Membership certificates to Perc Fitzpatrick and Gordon Maxwell who had 

been absent when similar certificates had been presented to other members some months ago. 

 

Membership Report: Tony Kelly informed members that 1 lady and 34 Members (69% of the current 

membership of 48) were in attendance. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts reported that arrangements were in hand for 

Ian Small’s presentation at this meeting. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison apologised for his absence and had asked 

David Dunbar to present the Report. David reported that the lunch at Gosford Hotel on 12 June had been 

well attended. Forthcoming activities are the visit to Auntie Molly’s on 10 July, a bus trip to Williamstown 

Airport with Green Point Probus Club on 17 July, and a cruise on Hawkesbury River on 14 August. 

David also reported on the Social Account: Opening balance $1602.60; Closing balance $693.60. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

 

Welfare Report: Bruce Dunlop advised that Mollie Walsh had broken her hip, but was recovering well. 

Norm Baker advised that Phyllis had recently had a serious operation but was getting better. Lerryn 

Mutton advised that Ron Coleman had inoperable lung cancer and is very unwell. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins reported that he had cancelled the Spit 

Bridge to Manly several days before the date due to the bad weather. He will try again soon. The next walk 

will be around the waterfront at Davistown on 17 July. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan reported that the Terrigal course is waterlogged and that the golf 

group had played at Everglades on 22 June. Mike said that they would continue to play at Everglades for 

some time, starting at 2 pm on Fridays. 

 



Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis advised that it had been too wet to play lately. He commented that 

a “bow wave” that been observed on some bowls recently! 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar mentioned the performance of “Spirit of Annie Ross” on 

8 July and “Mrs Baileys Minder” in October/November at the Woy Woy Little Theatre. He also mentioned 

the “Menopause Musical” at Theatre Royal on 17 August and the “Brass on Broadway” concert at the 

Laycock Street Theatre on 15 July. 

Richard Collins informed members about the combined brass band and choral concert at Gosford RSL on 

30 September. 

 

History of the Club: Several members commented on Historian Fred Leake’s first presentation on the 

origin of the Lucky Door prize. 

Fred then introduced David Dunbar who spoke about the Club’s web site. The site had originated from an 

initiative of Ed Board’s Computer Support Exchange Group (CSXG) in November 2003. The Group had 

proposed that a site be set up and recommend that it be hosted at Probus South Pacific. Geoff Veel had 

been appointed as Webmaster but had unfortunately died soon afterwards. David had undertaken the 

responsibility of setting up the site, and had originally established it on a free server. This was 

unsatisfactory so he had transferred it to the Probus server. After a short period, however, Probus had 

changed the server, and since then access had been difficult and changing content impossible. David is 

working on Probus to fix the problem. He encouraged members to provide him with content, and 

mentioned Ron Coleman’s two “Ten Years of the Club” books and also all Past-Presidents’ Year Books. 

Fred advised that next month’s History presenter will be Bruce Dunlop. 

 

Profile Speaker: Richard Collins spoke about his career as a scientist, initially in industry for 14 years, 

broken by 3 years of study in the United States during the 1960s, and then for 20 years at the University of 

Sydney. He had retired at the end of 2000 at the age of 60 in order to do things for which he didn’t have 

time while in a full time job, and was getting on with them. 

Next month’s Profile Speaker will be George Costigan. 

 

General Business:  

Sid Holmes encouraged members to get involved in physical activities, and mentioned fencing, table 

tennis, cycling, and the thermal pool. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10.15 am for morning tea. After morning tea, Stan Roberts introduced our 

speaker Ian Small. Following retrenchment at the age of 50, Ian had commenced a career as a writer. His 

first book “The Kurrajongs” has become a best seller and he is working on two more. The Kurrajongs is a 

fictional work based on the story of one of several recruitment marches in the First World War. The march 

originated in Inverell where Ian had grown up, and he commented that he had heard nothing about it 

during his schooling. On 12 January 1915, 114 men left Inverell by train and then marched at Warrialda 

and Moree before entering army camp at Narrabri. These men sailed to England on the ship Marathon 

where they trained before fighting in Europe. Most were either killed or permanently incapacitated by 

injury or gassing. Ian researched his book through newspapers of the time and by talking with some of the 

actual Kurrajongs and many of their families. His talk gave us fascinating insights to life at the time, 

including the way the people lived and many of the words that they used that have now died out. Ian had 

copies of this book for sale. His talk was followed by some interesting questions.  Fred Leake thanked Ian 

for his presentation and presented him with a certificate and a bottle of wine. 

 

The lucky door prize was won by Perc Fitzpatrick. 

 

President George reminded members of the next meeting on 24 July 2007. He then closed the meeting at 

11.35 am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: George Costigan, President ……………….. 


