
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 359 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 25 February 2014 

President Thelma Leonard opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming Members and visitors Phil Hill, Ruth Mills and 

Elizabeth Long.  

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: None 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel brochures; brochure for Opera in the Arboretum. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following report on the current state of the Club’s finances:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $312.58 
 Year to date January  

Income $3080.00 nil  

Expenses $3033.40 $24.20  

  Balance $359.18 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $1006.14 

 Year to date January  

Deposits $500.00 nil  

Interest $34.62 $2.29  

Withdrawals $500.00 nil  

        Balance $1040.76 

Combined net balance at 31 January 2014       $1399.94 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

Barry said that the Committee had decided to recommend that fees for next year remain unchanged, despite the 

increased capitation fee from Probus South Pacific Limited (from $7.00 to $10.00), and the increased charge for 

Active Retirees ($8.00 to $10.00 for 6 issues). The Committee is exploring the possibility of making savings, 

including by decreasing the number of copies of Active Retirees that we purchase, and making them generally 

available for reading and return. Barry asked members how many would wish to have their own copy of the magazine 

if this occurred. Five members indicated that they would like to have their own copy. 

President’s Report: Thelma said that Probus South Pacific Limited and the Reform Group are now in discussions and 

the possibility of legal action between the two parties had decreased. 

Thelma then discussed the procedure defined in our Constitution and Standing Resolutions for conferring Life 

Membership. Following this procedure, the Committee had decided to confer Life Membership on John Orme. 

Thelma read the Citation (attached to these Minutes) on which this decision had been made. She then asked members 

to indicate their acceptance, or otherwise of this decision by secret ballot. Fred Leake and Yvonne Chandler 

distributed voting forms and collected them. Just before the meeting adjourned for morning tea, Fred reported that 

members had unanimously confirmed the Committee’s decision for confer Life membership on John Orme. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Rudd reported that there were 53 Ordinary Members (including 1 Life 

Member) present out of a total membership of 74. There were 10 apologies: from Ann Madin, Patrick Leonard, John 

and Barbara Orme, Rhonda Laybutt, Cecilia Donnelly, George and Jan Costigan, Nev Owen and Jahne Peart.. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today there will be a talk by John Sharples about 

Men’s Sheds. In April the Singing Hands Choir to perform. Members will be asked to make a donation to defray the 

cost of their $80 fee.  

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth reported that the visit to the Lucy Osborne Museum in 

Macquarie Street had been both enjoyable and informative. Six other clubs will participate in the March inter-club 

Friendship lunch at Breakers Country Club, with over 100 guests expected. In April we will take a trip on the 

Newcastle tram. We will visit an exhibition on Afghanistan at the Art Gallery in May. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Elizabeth Butler gave Arthur Adeney our best wishes for his forthcoming 

surgery. 



Bushwalking Report: John Sutton reported that bushwalking will resume in March with a walk at The Entrance north 

to Sensory Garden. 

Golf Report: Golf Organiser John Rudd said that the photographic competition section of the current issue of Active 

Retirees contained a photo by Di Rudd. 

Books: Jenny Baker informed members about the books available today. 

News Spot: Keith Tysoe advised that former member Amber Byrne has just died. Her funeral will be at 3pm on 

26 February at Palmdale. 

General Business: Thelma reminded members that nominations for next year’s Committee close at the end of today’s 

meeting. 

John Sutton discussed the possibility of a 6 day trip in October to the Bellingen area, including Grafton’s Jacaranda 

Festival. 

Five minute talk: Richard Collins told a story about his daughter Kathryn’s cat. The cat, which has owned Kathryn for 

its entire 19 year life, is now stone deaf and feeling its age. She has always accompanied Kathryn and her husband 

whenever they come from Canberra to visit. She has been accommodated in a very comfortable downstairs room in 

Richard and Marilyn’s home, and has roamed freely at will. She very much regards this as her home away from home. 

Last year, Kathryn and her husband made a 3 month trip to Europe and it was decided that it would be better for the 

cat if it stayed with Richard and Marilyn’s other daughter, Jenelle, who lives just under 1 km away. The cat adapted to 

its new surroundings extremely well and had a very comfortable stay. She returned to Canberra with Kathryn and her 

husband at the conclusion of their trip. About a month afterwards, Kathryn and her cat made a short visit. They 

decided to stay at Jenelle’s place because the cat had been so comfortable there. On their way back to Canberra, they 

called in to have lunch at Richard and Marilyn’s place and Kathryn left the cat in the room in which she had stayed for 

so many years, with the door open. When it was time for them to leave, the cat had vanished. Despite extensive 

searching, she could not be found. Kathryn and her husband were forced to return to Canberra without her. The next 

day, the searching continued, notices were put in letterboxes, and neighbours consulted. The search went as far as 

employing sniffer dogs that followed her scent for several hundred meters in a direction away from Jenelle’s place 

before losing it. After having been forced to conclude that the cat had been lost, about 9 o’clock that evening she 

walked into Jenelle’s place. How she made her way there across completely unfamiliar territory, including through 

dense bush, around a large dam, and across an access road, is a mystery. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. Thelma had to take Patrick to the doctors, so Vice President John Sutton 

took the Chair when the meeting resumed. 

Speaker: Our speaker was John Sharples from Bateau Bay Men’s Shed and also Director of NSW Men’s Sheds. Marie 

Riley introduced John and spoke of his role as Deputy Principal at Tumbi Umbi High School in recent years and of his 

six year involvement in the Men’s Shed movement since his retirement. This movement is committed to older men’s 

friendship, health, and well-being with hands-on activities in a group setting.  This takes place in a shed-type space for 

both individual and community benefit. On the Central Coast where many men moved after retirement these are much 

needed facilities for activity and social interaction.  The program varies at each location but has a main focus on 

Primary Health Care, Socialisation, and Workshop Projects in a healthy environment.  There are 800 members on the 

Central Coast. Participants help each other in practical ways, effectively compensating for the issues of loneliness and 

establishing good opportunities for beneficial communication.  Delicious morning teas are very welcome. Hands-on 

activities include woodwork, metal and stained glass windows or leatherwork, but in general follow the interests of the 

participants.  Special projects such as slope boards for Downs Syndrome people support other community work in a 

positive way.  The movement started in Orbost in Victoria and there are more than 1000 centres in Australia and it is 

now working at an international level with programs in New Zealand, the United Kingdom, some counties in Ireland, 

and interest coming from Scandinavian countries too. Professional management of financial and governance aspects 

ensure the continuation of this important work long into the future.  A number of our own members were able to tell of 

successful outcomes for men they knew who are involved in the Men’s Sheds programs. George Pendergast thanked 

John for a most interesting talk. 

The Lucky Door Prize, drawn by John Sharples, was won by Ruth Charlesworth. 

John thanked all for their attendance and contributions, particularly in setting up for the meeting and helping with 

morning tea. He reminded members about the lunch at Kincumber pub afterwards, and closed the meeting at 11.30am. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Thelma Leonard, President …………………                   

 



LIFE MEMBERSHIP CITATION 

 

Presented to Committee Meeting on 4 February 2014 

and read to the General Meeting on 25 February 2014 

 

I, Thelma Leonard, President Probus Club of Kincumber, wish to nominate John Orme for Life Membership of our 

Club. This proposal is seconded by John Rudd, Membership Officer.  

 

The Nominee agrees to accept Life membership if it is awarded. 

 

John joined the Club on August 28, 1997 and has been a member for sixteen and a half years. During this time he has 

held Committee positions for a total of seven years:  

 

(Vice President (1); President (2); Membership (4)) 

 

He therefore meets the technical conditions as stated in Guidelines for the Award of Life Membership. 

 

Additionally, John meets the requirement that the Nominee has rendered ‘outstanding service’ to the Club in that he 
actively supports Club activities, for example:  

 

a) always attends meetings whenever possible; 

b) supports events organised by the Social Convenor; 

c) is a member of the golf club; 

d) is a member of the bush walking group; 

e) supports the theatre group 

f) goes on Probus organised trips and holidays; 

g) is ever-ready to lend a hand, such as assisting Membership Officer when asked to do so 

 

John is well respected and well liked by the Executive and general Membership, and has proved to be a loyal and 

supportive friend and colleague. He is always willing to offer a considered point of view on any issue that arises, and 

is generous with his advice. Privately, John will contact, visit and assist Members who are in difficulty or unable to 

attend meetings. He has shown support for the Probus movement by following on from his previous membership of 

Probus in the United Kingdom, when he was a member of the Melton Mowbray Club for 10 years, during which he 

held the positions of Speaker Finder, Vice President, and President. 

 

John truly captures the ‘true spirit’ of Probus, that of ‘Friendship and Fellowship’. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Nominated by: ………………………………………… Seconded by: ………………………………………… 

 

 Thelma Leonard John Rudd 

         


