
Probus Club of Kinumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 289 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 22 April 2008 

 

President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 9.35 am and welcomed Members. 

 

Members sang the National Anthem in honour of Anzac Day. 

 

Norm Baker: President Reg invited Members to speak about Norm Baker who sadly passed away on 

Tuesday 1 April 2008. David Dennison said that he had visited Norm in hospital on the Sunday before he 

died and that he had been in good spirits and very positive right up to the end of his life. Bruce Dunlop said 

that he had known Norm for many years, initially as fellow Members of Kincumber Rotary Club. Norm 

had moved to the Central Coast from Bondi Junction where he had owned and run a successful hardware 

store. Ron Coleman was another former Member of our Club to have come from Bondi Junction. As Social 

Convenor, Norm had arranged several wonderful trips including to Broken Hill and around Australia. 

Historian Fred Leake recounted Norm’s contributions to the Club: He was a Foundation member and the 

first Speaker Convenor. In the following years he then held the positions of Junior Vice-President, Senior 

Vice-President, and President. Following this, he was Social Convenor for 4 years. It is a measure of the 

esteem in which Norm was held that he was simultaneously nominated for Life Membership three times 

(by Fred Leake, Seconded by Ted Johnson; by Gordon Taylor, Seconded by Keith Judd; and by Ed Board, 

Seconded by David Lester). Norm was active in all of the Club’s activities. Even in his late 80s, he helped 

with morning teas. Norm always had a humorous story for any occasion. David Dunbar remarked that he 

even arranged for several such stories to be told at his funeral. As always, Norm had the last word. 

 

Induction of John Rudd: President Reg inducted John Rudd into the Club and expressed the hope that he 

would enjoy his association with us and participate in many of our activities. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins said that the Minutes of the previous two meetings 

had been made available before the meeting, and reminded Members that some parts of the Minutes are 

now routinely included in the News Sheet. The meeting agreed that the Minutes should be taken as read 

and accepted as a true record. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Richard advised that letters had been received from several local Probus Clubs 

(Newsletters); and operators of possible tours. He also mentioned that he had received a note from Harry 

Green requesting assistance with his work as photographer. A letter has been received from Avoca Beach 

Bowling Club advising that the meeting room is unavailable for our regular meeting date of Tuesday 

22 July 2008. The room is available on the next Tuesday, 29 July, and it was agreed that the July meeting 

be held on that date. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn advised the meeting that the details of the Club’s finances over 

the past month were as shown in the News Sheet: 

  

Balance at 29 February 2008 $1544.32 

Income $420.00 

Expenditure $70.59 

Interest $0.00 

Balance at 31 March 2008 $1893.72 

 

Kevin’s report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Reg had nothing to report. 

 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Tony Kelly said that 34 Members (72% of the current 

membership) were in attendance. There were 7 apologies. 

 



Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that next month’s speaker will be 

Martin Thomas who will discuss the role of nuclear power in Australia. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison said the numbers were small for the proposed 

Hawkesbury Valley Heritage bus trip in May and that he may have to cancel the outing. There will be a 

lunch at Gosford Hotel on 10 June and a lunch at the Thai restaurant at Green Point on 8 July.  

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

 

Welfare Report: It was reported that Eric Waldegrave needs surgery, and that David Kenny has a bad back. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins said that last week’s bushwalk around North 

Avoca was very successful. The next walk will be on 20 May at Umina Waterfront. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that the Club’s Presentation Day will be on Thursday 1 May. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis is looking for 6 players for 22 May. 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar referred Members to the material in the News Sheet. 

 

History of the Club: Historian Fred Leake introduced golf leader Mike Ryan who gave a presentation, 

entitled “In and Out of the Rough”, on the history of the Club’s golfing activities. Mike first pointed out 

that many of our Members, including himself, and recently inducted members Roy Bird and John Rudd, 

had joined the Club through their interest in golf. The Club’s golfing activities began on 28 February 1988 

when the first KGB (Kincumber Golfing Bash – or Brethren) was organised by Alan Read. Our golfers 

have played widely throughout the Central Coast, and as far away as Bowral, Mudgee and Glouster. Of the 

many wives and partners who also participated, at this time only Bev Tysoe is still active. The first Club 

Championship was held at Bowral and won by John Docherty. Other winners include Bob Cummings and 

Perc Fitzpatrick (4 times). There is also a “Chain Saw” trophy for the player who spends the most time in 

the rough – this was won many times by John Steanes. Over the 20 years of golfing, there have been 

7 holes-in-one!  Mike then handed over to John Mulford who recounted a hilarious story of how John Van 

Gelder’s clubs, bag and buggy had been blown off the green at the 8th hole at Terrigal Golf Course, and 

disappeared without a trace into the mud of an adjacent drainage channel. The dedication (fanaticism?) of 

our golfers is well illustrated by the fact that one of them went into the mud and retrieved the lost items! 

 

The meeting broke for morning tea at 10.20 am. 

 

After morning tea, Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard introduced our speaker, Alan Monroe who gave a 

most interesting talk about Central Coast Community College. The College offers over 800 courses each 

year to more than 7500 students (over 3% of the region’s adult population). Courses cover a wide range of 

topics, from general interest (lifestyle, arts, crafts and music), through literacy, business, and accredited 

workplace safety and training. Alan also presented some interesting demographic data for the area which 

show some of the challenges that we face that may be addressed through further learning and training. 

Alan spoke passionately about the importance of continuous learning, and his dedication to that goal was 

illustrated by his own diverse interests and the large number of courses that he himself has completed. 

Richard Collins thanked Alan for a most thought provoking presentation. 

 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by President Reg! 

 

President Reg reminded Members that the next meeting of the Club will be on 27 May 2008 and closed the 

meeting at 11.40 am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Reg Davis, President ……………….. 


