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All contributors please note that the
deadline for the next Newsletter is Friday
September 15th, but reports sent early will
be very welcome. Please send to
ejbutler118@gmail.com

August 29th 2017

From the President
Winter seems to have been rather cold this
year, or is
Meeting No. 394
April 18th 2017
it just that we are getting older. Spring is nearly upon
us and I always feel a lift in spirit once the warm
weather appears and the gardens burst into life.
We are all looking forward to the debates at this
meeting and thanks to Peter Park for his organisation.
They should be very enjoyable. The young people
today have so much more confidence in public speaking
than we had and these debates give them excellent
experience which will be of much benefit for their
future.
We have lost another valued member this month. Nev
Owen was a long time well-liked member and a Life
Member of our club. He will be missed, especially by
Max Newman who met him every week for a coffee and
a chat. Old friends are so precious.
But, our club is still growing, and another new member
will be inducted this meeting. We welcome Peter Mear,
and hope he enjoys many years of friendship with us.
I would like to thank our committee for their excellent
support which keeps our club running so smoothly. I
am very lucky to have such a band of capable people.
We have such a friendly atmosphere in our club and we
are attracting many new members so the energy is
there for our future success.

Phyl Hill
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Guest Speaker at the July Meeting
Frank McInnes represents the NRMA as a Safety Presenter in their support of older drivers. His visual
presentation addressed a variety of situations and the correct road behaviour covering pedestrians,
mobile phone situations, remembering the Look/Listen/Think approach and other occasions when as
drivers we should keep ourselves and others safe. It was a good refresher, especially for situations
where the rules may have changed over time.
Profile Speaker at the July Meeting
Marie Riley gave us a comprehensive look at the interesting history of shipbuilding in our area in the
past. Recognised as the location of plenty of timber it was a logical choice to begin the industry in
1823, although the local Aborigines had built their vessels there previously. A variety of ships were
built with 500 named vessels registered until 2004. Some were used worldwide while others were used
to send produce to Sydney. In 2015 a Memorial to the shipbuilders, developed by Kincumber Rotary,
was opened along the path from Kincumber to Davistown, in order to keep the history of this activity
alive. Now we see other smaller memorials placed where the shipyards were, along with a list of the
builders involved. Marie’s vivid description of the work and the people of the time gave us a renewed
understanding of our region. Our club especially marks this with a photo of the memorial as a header
on our Newsletter.
Yvonne Chandler

At the July meeting we all enjoyed
celebrating George Costigan’s 90th
birthday with delicious chocolate
cake!

Welcome to our newest member
Peter Mear
who will be inducted at the
August Meeting:
+
Guest Speaker for the September Meeting
Dear Probus member,
“you are eligible to win $100 million if you are a member of the Kincumber club.
All you have to do is send me your bank account details and password to your
P.C.”

Obviously This is a scam. So ignore it. But what should we do about it?
Our next Guest Speaker is from the Department of Fair Trading and will advise us on the correct action
at our September meeting .
Chris Dillon

Note: No speaker at the August meeting as we have the debate.
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Kincumber Probus Debate 2017: Artificial Intelligence Vs. Civilisation
“That artificial intelligence threatens the existence of human civilisation” pits Erina High School in the
affirmative Vs. Central Coast Grammar School arguing the negative at our 29 August meeting.
Artificial intelligence (AI) is intelligence exhibited by machines (e.g. self-driving cars) and a subject our student
guests have surely explored in their classes. Recently Tesla CEO Elon Musk described AI as “the greatest risk we
face as a civilisation” and called for swift and decisive government intervention to oversee the technology’s
development.
The teams you will see won heats at fellow Probus Clubs East Gosford, and Avoca Beach beating Green Point
Christian College and Kincumber High School respectively debating “That texting is ruining our English Language.”
Arguing the negative in the first heat, Central Coast Grammar School advanced that texting is “modifying, not
ruining” language noting use of abbreviations in the days of the telegraph (e.g. SOS) and recently in President
Donald Trump’s endless tweets of #MAGA. In texting language, the audience was both LOL and thinking OMG
YMMD.
A spirited debate is guaranteed, skilfully adjudicated again this year by Sue Macneil. Sue will detail who won, and
importantly why, before President Phyl Hill presents the winning school with the Lerryn Mutton Shield honouring
the NSW Legislator and Kincumber Probus member who started the debates in 1993. You will surely want to
chat to these talented young Australians who will join us for morning tea.
Peter Park

Heat 1. Green Point
Christian School on the
left and the winners,
Central Coast Grammar
School, on the right

Heat 2. Kincumber
High School on the left
and the winners, Erina
High School, on the
right.
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The Strom Stroll August 15th
Despite doubtful weather conditions thirteen walkers took the challenge and
enjoyed both a wonderful walk and a pleasant lunch at Killcare SLSC. Two
highlights were Fred setting us a formidable task on the outward leg with a
cracking pace, and on the return leg David’s skills with the Patagonian walking
poles drew favourable comment.
Bob Cockrane

Christmas in July at Ettalong Diggers
Thirty-six of our members were welcomed into a festive
atmosphere at the Ettalong Diggers Club auditorium. The
tables with green runners and red & gold bonbons, plus the
red, green and white covered chairs set the scene.
Joan Vella

A
Festive
Occasion

Many thanks to Yvonne
Chandler for organising this
very enjoyable event.

We were treated to a glass
of champagne on arrival and
a two-course meal and then
entertained by Lucky Starr
and
Warren
Williams,
singing along with lots of the
old favourite hits of their
time.

Special thanks to Di Rudd
and Marie Riley for sharing
their photos with us
throughout this
newsletter.
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Treasurer’s Report

Welfare Report

July 2017

Business Access a/c

1693.36

Business Cheque a/c b/forward

1596.31

Receipts

Very sad news for the club with Life Member Nev
Owen passing away earlier in the month.
A card has been
sent to his family
and I’m sure we’ll
hear reports about
Nev’s funeral (held
on 23rd August) at
our next meeting.

316.00
1912.31

Expenses

94.05

Balance c/f

$1818.26
Gerry Turner

September Birthdays
Louise Hooworth

Sue Schmid

Fred Leake

Chris Dillon

Barbara Orme

Bob Cochrane

Helen Sutton

Ann Davy

David Butler

Shirley Casey

Beverley Boon’s recovery from surgery is
progressing very slowly and she says it will be
some time before she is back at the meetings.
Narelle Mayes

Report:

Rumbalara Ramble July 18th

Thirteen intrepid walkers enjoyed a most pleasant
ramble and another two, Val and Dave, turned up for the
lunch only option. The initiative of our team was shown
when not having a plan B, Probusians ignored signs
negating entry to the park: STOP/DETOUR/NO ENTRY
etc…just another challenge! Only one emergency, too,
as safety officer Helen correctly cartographed that Bill
had gone missing and sent operations officer John to
rescue him. What a team! And though the walk already
had three options Fred added a fourth using his car to
obviate pedestrian problems. The reward for locating
the Sir Charles Kingsford Smith sculpture was not
claimed and as Arthur opined, he seems to have taken
off!

Little Beach Bush Walk
Tuesday 19th September 10.30am
This is an easy-peasy walk of about 1.5km return.
Park in the Bouddi National Park Grahame
Drive
carpark, located off the Scenic
Road, Macmasters Beach. UBD Map 109, B 9. We
will walk down the service trail to Little Beach which
has a picnic area and toilets. Little Beach is
attractive with a small sandy beach and many rocky
outcrops in and out of the sea. Walkers will enjoy,
too, the native vegetation especially the towering
blackbutts and pockets of rainforest. On return to
Grahame Drive we will repair to Macmasters Beach
SLSC for a café lunch or BYO picnic if you prefer. All
welcome, especially new members
Bob Cockrane
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Sub-Committee and Convenors
Assist Membership
John Rudd
Bushwalking
Bob Cochrane
Golf
John Rudd
Historian
John Rudd
Library
Jenny Baker
Photographers
Bill Clark
Diane Rudd
Debates
Peter Park
Theatre
Diane Rudd
Webmaster
Barry Riley
Welfare Officers
Narelle Mayes
Jenny Baker
Bill Clark
Alan Drew
Ann Dillon,
Kay Cochrane
Jan Costigan
Yvonne Kelly

Venue Officers
Catering Officers

Auditor
Alan Hurley

Golf Report
If you are thinking about a game of golf you
would be most welcome to join our small group
of players at Breakers Country Club Golf Course,
64 Dover Road Wamberal on a Friday morning
about 9am for a 9:30 start.
John Rudd
Phone 4326 1326

Mobile 0438 464 617

Social Activities
Tuesday 12th Sept

Ettalong Ferry to Palm Beach

11am ferry from Ettalong wharf to Palm Beach.
Arrive at 11-30am, then a nice stroll along to the R.S.L. for
lunch or use the courtesy bus provided.
Lunch

$13.50 (a choice of 3 meals) or
$17.00 for main plus cake (Sara Lea)

Returning on the 2pm or 3pm ferry
Names needed by the August meeting. Pay on the day.

Tuesday 10th Oct

Wildwood Gardens at Bilpin

A nice day tour wandering around the lovely gardens.
Morning tea of home-made cakes and slices, and lunch,
will be provided at Wildwood Gardens.
Connect Coaches will pick up from Erina Fair,
Kincumber and West Gosford

D the August meeting.
Cost $70 p/p
Names needed by
G
Seating for 26 only available on this trip.

Payment and
September.

a

lunch npreferences

required

in

e
R
u Ahead
Looking
d - Lake Jindabyne
6 Day Trip - Life of Riley Tour
d
th
th

7 –12 Oct 2018 $745.00 pp

September Wedding Anniversaries
Kevin and Lorraine Southgate

D

No single supplement.

i
Expressions of interest needed
a by the August 2017 meeting

so that a booking can be made.
n

Keith and Bev Tysoe

Joan Vella
e
R
4365 9085
Carla and Alan Hurley
u
d
d
Many thanks to Allen Constructions for sponsoring the printing of this News Sheet

Arthur and Jan Adeney

http://www.allenconstructions.com.au/

info.allenconstructions@gmail.com

The Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. meets at the Kincumber Uniting Church at 9:30am on the fourth
Tuesday of every month except December. Visitors are always very welcome.
Address:

PO Box 6109, Kincumber NSW 2251

Website

www.probuskincumber.org.au

This publication is solely for the information and interest of members of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. and other
Probus Clubs in the district and is not to be used for any other purpose.
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