
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 356 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 26 November 2013 

In President Thelma Leonard’s absence, Junior Vice President Diane Rudd opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming 

Members and visitors Lawrie Gee and Sadie Cummings.. 

At Diane’s request, Life Member Fred Leake spoke about Life Member Bruce Dunlop and Member Ern Williams, 

both of whom have just died. Fred added to the material that he had prepared for the News Sheet by saying that both 

of these men had been staunch community workers. Bruce came to the Central Coast as a boy and had developed a 

love of local history. He had served in Rotary for over 30 years. The huge attendance at his funeral was testament to 

the respect with which he was held in the community. Ern had served for many years on Meals on Wheels, including 

being President of the local organisation, and was a Life Member. Following his wife’s stroke, he had worked for 

many years among others who had suffered strokes. Following Fred’s talk, the meeting stood in silence for one minute 

to honour Bruce and Ern. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: The new Constitution has been sent to NSW Fair Trading to be registered. All is in 

hand for the debate between Members at the January meeting on the topic: That professionalism is ruining sport. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel brochures; letter from PSPL about Probus passports; 

letter from Breakers Country Club advising that the room hire fee had been waived for the combined Social function 

with other Probus clubs in March. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following report on the current state of the Club’s finances:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $312.58 

 Year to date October  
Income $2540.00 nil  

Expenses $2708.67 $465.50  

  Balance $143.91 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $1006.14 
 Year to date October  

Deposits $500.00 nil  

Interest $27.24 $3.37  

Withdrawals nil nil  

        Balance $1533.38 

Combined net balance at 31 October 2013       $1677.29 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. Barry thanked Yvonne Chandler for taking the reins while he was unavailable, and for 

the good wishes that he had received from many in the Club 

President’s Report: Diane referred to President Thelma’s report in the News Sheet. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Rudd reported that there were 55 Members present out of a total 

membership of 76 (including 1 Life Member). There were 14 apologies: from John and Helen Sutton, Ann Madin, 

Thelma and Patrick Leonard, Irene Dunlop, Kevin and Lorraine Southgate, Rhonda Laybutt, Ineke Esveld, Yvonne 

Chandler, Keith Tysoe, Reg Charlesworth and Pam McClure. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today’s talk will be by Sue and Heather 

Williams. In January we will have the debate, and in February there will be a talk about the Men’s Shed. Marie said 

that she is prepared to continue as Speaker Convenor for one more year, but would like to work with an Assistant 

Convenor during this period, with the expectation that this person would take over from her in 2015. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth reported that the bush picnic lunch at MacMasters 

Beach Surf Club had been a great success with 47 attending and, fortunately, good weather. In December we will have 

our annual Christmas lunch at Tree Tops restaurant; and in January we will have our annual Recovery lunch. In 

February we will visit the Lucy Osborne Museum in Macquarie Street. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 



Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Elizabeth Butler said that Patrick and Thelma Leonard had apologised for their 

inability to attend because they were in Sydney where Patrick was responding well to his treatment. We all wished 

them well. She had received thank you cards from Ruth Eager, Irene Dunlop and John Mulford. 

Bushwalking Report: Gerry Turner presented John Sutton’s report in which he thanked Richard Collins, Kevin 

Southgate and all who had helped at the Bush Picnic last Tuesday. Bushwalking will resume in March. 

Golf Report: Golf Organiser John Rudd advised that because of the rain the Club Championship will be completed 

next week. He also reflected on the recent successes of Australians in sport, including beating England in the First 

Test in Brisbane last week. 

Theatre: In Barbara Orme’s absence, John Orme spoke about next year’s season of plays at Woy Woy Little Theatre.  

News Spot: Sid Holmes spoke about the dangers of automatic doors for those using mobility aids. 

Social Convenor job: Ruth Charlesworth said that next March she and Reg will step down after 4 years as Social 

Convenor and Assistant Social Convenor. They have volunteered to take on the Bushwalking job. Ruth became Social 

Convenor immediately after joining the Club and had tried to organise a wide variety of events. She said that being 

Social Convenor is an excellent way of getting to know others in the Club. She exhorted Members to think about 

taking on this enjoyable and interesting responsibility. 

General Business: Rhoda Roberts spoke about a concert on 8 December involving the Noteworthy Singers and the 
Central Coast Chorale at Brentwood Village. 

Richard Collins thanked all from the Club who had attended Tempo Terrific’s Friends’ Concert a week ago. He also 

mentioned a concert at Laycock Street Theatre at 2pm next Sunday by Central Coast Concert Band. 

Profile talk: Gerry Turner spoke about her involvement with Toastmasters. Her husband John had been a long-

standing member of a Toastmasters club in Sydney. When they moved to Perth 46 years ago, he started a Toastmasters 

club there. Gerry, who had been instrumental in convincing many men to join his club, then decided to start a 

Toastmistresses club for women. Their first meeting in an open restaurant next to a bar had been disastrous! They 

subsequently moved to more friendly accommodation in a Salvation Army conference room. Her club supported the 

Freedom from Hunger cause by speaking many times to groups about it. After moving back to Sydney, John went 

back to this old Club and Gerry joined a Toastmistresses club. Gerry continued in her club for many years. However, 

John only lasted one meeting after he discovered that his old club had become mixed. Gerry concluded by remarking 

that, once you join Toastmasters, you never stop talking. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Guest Speaker: Marie Riley introduced our speakers Sue Watson (daughter of Gerry Turner) and Sue’s daughter-in-

law Heather Watson. They spoke about Project Futures – a Sydney-based non-profit organisation that is working to 

rescue young girls from sex trafficking. Heather said that sex trafficking is the largest form of modern day slavery, 

with over 2 million children exploited each year. The problem exists in Australia, but is far worse overseas. In 

Cambodia, parents can obtain enough money to support their family for a year by selling a daughter into sex slavery. 

Poverty and lack of education are often key factors in forcing girls into this industry. Attempting to combat this 

terrible problem is extremely difficult and dangerous. The enormous amount of money involved attracts organised 

crime, and police corruption is rife. Project Futures was established in 2009 by Stephanie Lorenzo. It aim is to give 

girls in sex slavery the opportunity to be rehabilitated. The funds that they raise are used to provide shelter, education 

including learning English, and job skills. They also provide a crèche for minding the girls’ babies. AIDS is prevalent 

in Cambodia and, in the absence of retroviral drugs, many of the girls that they are attempting to save die from this 

disease. Sue told how her son Tom had undertaken a bike ride across Vietnam and Cambodia to raise funds to fight 

sex trafficking. She made a visit to Cambodia to see him, and during this trip she met Sue. This eventually led to Sue 

and Tom’s marriage. Following an extensive question and answer period, Laurie McClure thanked Sue and Heather 

for a most interesting and moving talk. 

The Lucky Door Prize, drawn by Laurie, was won by Heather Ryan. 

Diane thanked Wendy Coney for the delicious Christmas mini-puddings that she provided for morning tea. She 

reminded members about lunch at Kincumber pub after the meeting and the Christmas lunch on 10 December. She 

thanked all who had helped with morning tea and setting up the venue for the meeting. She also thanked all for their 

attendance, and closed the meeting at 11.20am. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Thelma Leonard, President …………………                           


