
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 326 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 24 May 2011 

In President Rhoda Roberts absence, Senior Vice President John Rudd opened the meeting at 9.35am, 

welcoming members and guest John Pagett. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; letter from Beth Messner’s daughter, Lyndsay 

Wyndham, advising that she no longer wishes to receive News Sheets, numerous communication from Probus 

Centre concerning email addresses for clubs, registers for prospective and existing members, the Probus web 

site and a new Constitution for all Probus clubs. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

Balance at 1 March 2011        $994.47 

 

 Year to date April 

   

Income $1770.00 $500.00 

Expenses $1120.60 $1003.82 

   

Balance at 30 April 2011         $1643.87 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

Barry also advised that the Club’s current membership stands at 61 financial members (28 of whom are ladies), 

4 Life Members and 1 Honorary member. 

President’s Report: Vice President John referred to President Rhoda ‘s report in the News Sheet. He also 

commented on the great response from members to the last two outings, thanking Ruth Charlesworth for 

organising the trip to the Museum of Ancient Culture at Macquarie University, and Mike and Heather Ryan for 

leading the walk at Umina last week. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Reg Davis said that there were 46 Members present out of a total 

membership of 65, and 1 visitor. There were 11 apologies. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: In Speaker Convenor Col Laybutt’s absence, Richard said that today our speakers 

will be Kimberly Mahy and Hilda Bird from Radio 50+. In June Marilyn Collins will speak about orchids. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth commented that the visit to the Museum of 

Ancient Culture at Macquarie University had been very enjoyable. She had received an acknowledgment for the 

donation of $230 made to the Museum. In June we will take a bus trip to Williamtown Air base. She has 

33 starters so far, and money is due today. In July we will visit a hydroponic farm at Warnervale. She also gave 

advance notice of a visit to historic Luna Park on Friday 16 September. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Mione Dunbar advised that Frances Goddard is recovering well 

following her knee surgery. Col Laybutt has just had a hip replacement. Murray Coutts sent a thankyou note for 

the 90th birthday card that we sent. Lorraine and Kevin Southgate were unable to attend today’s meeting due to 

the funeral of Lorraine’s mother. 

Bushwalking Report: In Bushwalking convenor Kevin Southgate’s absence. Richard said that last Tuesday’s 

walk along the Ettalong Brach was attended by 17 people and 1 dog, and had been very enjoyable. 

Golf Report: In Golf Leader Mike Ryan’ absence, Vice President John said that 7 ladies had attended a golf 

clinic at Terrigal. He also advised that the 3 June golf would still proceed at the scheduled time of 1.30pm, 

despite other events there on that day. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar referred to the material in the News Sheet. 



Profile talk: Ruth Charlesworth spoke about her life. She was born in Traralgon, Victoria and spent her first few 

years not far from there on an isolated farm. Despite the house having no bathroom, no running water and no 

electricity, and she and her sister not being allowed to have pets (partly compensated for by being permitted to 

hand feed orphaned lambs), she had a very happy childhood. At 4½ she was the youngest child at a one teacher 

school with 10 students, all of whom travelled to school on ponies. One of her teacher’s responsibilities was to 

lift the smallest children off and on their ponies at the start and end of the day. After her family moved into 

Traralgon, Ruth recalls the daunting experience of being just one of hundreds of kids at the town school. In 

Year 9 she did a bookkeeping and typing course. Shortly afterwards at 15½ she left school to work as a 

receptionist in a medical practice. She found that she was more interested in medical work than administration, 

so 3 years later she commenced nursing training, subsequently working in both country and city hospitals. Ruth 

and Reg were married in 1979, and have 2 children. When the children were small, she worked in a nursing 

home, and ultimately rose to the position of Director of Nursing. Although hard work, Ruth found caring for 

older people very rewarding, and considers it a privilege to have been able to do this. Ruth retired in 2006 after 

48 years in the workforce. At their daughter’s suggestion, Ruth and Reg looked at the Central Coast as a 

possible area in which to retire, fell in love with it, and the rest is history. 

General Business: Richard Collins reminded members about the material in the News Sheet on Honorary 

Membership requesting to send their views on this matter to the Committee. 

Richard spoke about a concert by Central Coast Concert Band at Laycock Street Theatre on Sunday 5 June. At 

Reg Davis’ request, Richard also talked about the Gala Concert at Central Coast Leagues Club last Sunday. 

Mione Dunbar commented favourably on the item in the News Sheet telling how Fred Leake and Janet Smith 

removed a swarm of bees. 

After morning tea, John Rudd introduced our speakers, Kimberley Mahy and Hilda Bird who are both 

announcers on the local community radio station, Radio 5O+. Kimberley told us how community radio plays an 

important role in our society. As well as presenting material on local issues, more than one third of media 

presenters begin their careers in Community radio. Radio 5O+ began broadcasting for 2 days per week in 1993. 

Since 1999 it has operated every day, with presenters from 6.45am to 10pm, and taped music overnight. It has 

progressively upgraded its power and coverage, and can now be heard as far away as Lake Macquarie in the 

north, Palm Beach in the south, and Lithgow in the west. In 2002, the station obtained its permanent licence as 

2SNR, broadcasting at 93.3FM. The station operates with 100 announcers and technical / production staff, all 

volunteers. Many of the announcers present from their personal music collections. The station costs $70-80,000 

per year to run, most raised through raffles. During the talk, Delma Spencer circulated some raffle tickets. The 

station has a mobile caravan which broadcasts from community events. Hilda, who turned 86 the previous day, 

gave a most entertaining presentation about the material that she uses in her broadcasts. She brought much of it 

from the UK when she moved to Australia. Hilda recited several of the lyrics from songs that she broadcasts to 

illustrate how many of the older songs reflect societal issues of the time such as alcoholism, uncontrolled spread 

of housing, poverty, marriage, and changes in community standards. She remarked about how much people still 

love the old music halls, and discussed how they came into being. After questions, John Rudd thanked 

Kimberley and Hilda for their excellent presentations.  

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Irene Dunlop. 

Vice President John then thanked Joyce and David Kenny for helping at morning tea. Jean Johnson and Irene 

Dunlop volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

John reminded members of the next General meeting on 28 June, and the Committee of its meeting on 7 June at 

Thelma Leonard’s place.. He thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.05am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Rhoda Roberts, President …………………                           


