
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 335 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 28 February 2012 

 

President Rhoda Roberts opened the meeting at 9.40am, welcoming Members and guests. 

The meeting stood for one minute’s silence in memory of former Member John van Gelder who died recently. 

President Rhoda introduced guests Yvonne Chandler, Ann Madin, Arthur Adeney, Gerry Turner and Jill Smith. 

President Rhoda inducted David and Elizabeth Butler and Anne Swan, and welcomed them to the Club. She 

also gave them a copy of the Club’s new Constitution and Standing Resolutions which is now available for 

distribution to Members. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; tour information. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

Balance at 1 March 2011        $994.47 

 

 Year to date January 

   

Income $2095.00 Nil 

Expenses $1786.62 $101.40 

   

Balance at 31 January 2012         $1302.85 

Barry’s report was accepted. Barry also said that at next month’s AGM the Committee will recommend that the 

annual fees will remain at $30.00 and that he will be collecting them at that time. 

President’s Report: President Rhoda remarked that this was her last full meeting as President, and that John 

Rudd will take over from her at the March AGM. She thanked the Committee and Members for their assistance 

and support during her Presidency. She also made particular mention of those celebrating birthdays and 

anniversaries. Rhoda also said that David Dunbar wished to step down as Theatre Convenor, and that we were 

looking for someone to take on this responsibility. Anne Swan immediately volunteered to do this job. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Pagett said that the total membership now stands at 68, 

including the three new members. There were 48 Members present, and 5 visitors. There were 12 apologies: 

from Robyn Armytage, Amber Byrnes, Keith Tysoe, Pam Robertson, Laurie McLure, Jean Johnson, David 

Dunbar, Rhonda Laybutt, Helen Sutton, Peggy Horton, Don Blight and Judith Blight. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley referred to the information in the News Sheet. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth said that the visit to the Telstra Museum in 

Bankstown had been very interesting and enjoyable. The guides were knowledgeable and enthusiastic and 

lunch afterwards had been excellent. At the conclusion of the visit, the group had been given an older-style 

telephone which Ruth was raffling today, with funds to be donated to Riding for the Disabled which we will 

visit in March. Irene Dunlop had independently suggested a raffle and had donated a crocheted quilt. There will 

be no social function in April. We will visit the Kooindah Waters Sculpture on the Greens in May. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate reported that cards had been sent to Ern Williams for 

his 90th birthday, and David and Shirley Lester for their 60th wedding anniversary. Amber Byrnes has had a fall. 

Keith Tysoe has had two eye operations. 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking Convenor Kevin Southgate said that in March John and Annette Pagett will 

lead a walk at Pearl Beach. The combined bushwalking and golfing trip to Nelson Bay has 23 starters. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that the annual awards lunch on 21 February at Killcare was very 

successful. He commented that our first lady President had presented the trophy to our first lady champion, 

Diane Rudd. Mike also thanked Richard Collins for modifying the trophy to take more winners’ plaques. 

Theatre Report: No report. 



Profile Talk: Denise Lawrence spoke about her life as a concert musician. Her main instrument was the cello. 

She started to learn piano at 4½ and was given her first miniature cello at 7. At 12 she was awarded a 

scholarship to the Conservatorium and at 14 joined the Australian Youth Orchestra. At 18 she met Bruce, and 

subsequently no longer needed to employ a pianist to accompany her at performances. After their marriage they 

performed extensively throughout Britain and Europe for over 10 years as part of the Deltic Trio. It was a 

golden time for the arts, with seemingly limitless funds for cultural activities. Denise remarked that being a 

professional musician is much like being an elite athlete – it is necessary to put in long hours of practice every 

day. Denise and Bruce’s busy life as performers continued after their first child was born. However, after their 

second child arrived, they decided to return to Australia where they both became teachers. Denise continues her 

involvement in music as an adviser for the Australian Music Examinations Board. She has developed new ways 

of examining students which are more compatible with the way that children live their lives these days. She is 

also busy publishing Bruce’s compositions and is building a web site that will make them more accessible. 

Reflecting on how things have changed during her career, Denise concluded by remarking that modern 

technology is amazing. 

General Business: Richard Collins reminded Members that nominations for next year’s Committee will close 

today. Richard also said that he was looking for someone to take over the running of the debating competition. 

After morning tea, Marie Riley introduced Greg deMoore, a consulting psychologist from Westmead Hospital, 

who spoke about the life of Tom Wills. Greg told us how his interest in Tom had been stimulated by 

overhearing a chance conversation in a lift in the World Trade Centre, Manhattan, and reading an article about 

him in a newspaper. Starting with reading his obituary in a 1875 newspaper, Greg spent 10 years of his life 

researching this iconic person. Tom’s father was the Editor of the Sydney Gazette and his mother was a 

Parramatta girl, both children of convicts. Tom was born in 1835 in Queanbeyan, and at age 4 moved with his 

family to the Grampians in Victoria. He grew up to age 14 with aboriginal children and spoke their language. In 

1850 his father sent him to England where he attended Rugby school. He became a great cricketer, learnt to 

play rugby, and drank beer – something that probably contributed to his alcoholism in later life. At 21 he 

returned to Melbourne where he captained the Victorian cricket team, introducing over arm bowling. With 

3 others he wrote the first rules for Australian Rules football because, in his own words, he wanted Australia to 

“have a game of our own.” In 1861 at 26 he went with his father to Morton Bay, from where they herded sheep 

to Cullin-la-Ringo in central Queensland. A few days after they arrived local aboriginals attacked the party and 

19 people were killed, including Tom’s father. This was the worst massacre of whites in our history. Tom only 

survived because he was away herding sheep. Up to 300 aboriginals were killed in reprisal. Greg remarked that 

it is a sad commentary on our knowledge of Australian history that so few of us know about this terrible event. 

During his research, Greg visited Cullin-la-Ringo and met descendents of Tom Wills. There he found a suitcase 

of letters written around the time of the massacre, and also Tom’s Rugby school books. The letters clearly 

indicated to Greg that Tom was suffering post traumatic stress disorder. In the ensuing years, Tom began to 

drink heavily. However, he continued to play sport, forming and captaining an aboriginal cricket team that 

played throughout Australia. This was the first Australian cricket team that was sent overseas, although Tom 

did not accompany them. By his 40s, Tom’s drinking had become overwhelming and on 1 May 1880 at age 44 

he was admitted to the Melbourne Hospital. Early in his research, Greg found the actual document that records 

Tom’s admission, treatment, and self-discharge (the record states “Absconded”) later that day. The next day 

took his own life. His family disowned him because of his suicide and he was buried in a pauper’s grave. 

Exactly 100 years later the Melbourne Cricket Club erected a headstone on the grave to honour him. Greg 

concluded by saying that too little had been known in the past about this person who had an important influence 

on the development of Australian life and character.  He was proud to have had the opportunity to learn about 

and tell his inspirational, but tragic story. .John Rudd thanked Greg for his excellent and enthralling talk. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Nanette Steanes. The raffle prizes were won by Richard Collins (telephone) 

and Col Laybutt (Irene’s quilt). 

President Rhoda thanked Irene and Bruce Dunlop for helping with morning tea. Col Laybutt and David Kenny 

volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

Rhoda reminded members of the Annual General Meeting on 27 March 2012. She thanked members for their 

attendance and closed the meeting at 11.50am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Rhoda Roberts, President …………………                           


