
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 293 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 23 September 2008 

 

President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 9.35 am and welcomed Members and 2 ladies. 

 

President Reg asked members and guests to stand for one minute’s silence in respect for Life Member Alf 

Billett who died during the week. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: In Secretary Richard Collins’ absence, President Reg said that the Minutes of 

the previous meeting had been made available before the meeting, and reminded Members that some parts 

of the Minutes are now routinely included in the News Sheet. The meeting agreed that the Minutes should 

be taken as read and accepted as a true record. 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: None 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn advised the meeting that the details of the Club’s finances over 

the past month were as shown in the News Sheet: 

  

Balance at 1 August 2008 $2091.52 

Income $0.00 

Expenditure $157.52 

Interest $0.03 

Balance at 31 August 2008 $1934.03 

 

Kevin’s report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Reg paid tribute to Life Member Alf Billett who had also been a Foundation 

Member of the Club. Fred Leake also spoke in support and remarked that Alf had been one week short of 

his 94th birthday and had been involved in all aspects of the Club’s activities.  

 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Tony Kelly said that 23 Members (50% of the current 

membership) and 2 ladies were in attendance. There were11 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: No report as Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard was absent overseas. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison mentioned the successful tour of the ABC 

studios on 9 September. The October trip to Taronga Zoo was cancelled. In November, the social function 

will be combined with the bushwalking Christmas lunch at Bruce and Irene Dunlop’s place. He also 

reminded members of the Christmas party at the Avoca Beach Bowling Club on 9 December, and the 

Recovery lunch at Janet Smith’s on 13 January 2009. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing additional to report. 

 

Welfare Report: None  

 

Bushwalking Report: No report in the absence of Bushwalking organiser Richard. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that the Club championship will be held on 27 September. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report. 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar mentioned forthcoming events: “West Side Story” at the 

Laycock Street Theatre on 25 October, and “Doubt” at Woy Woy Little Theatre on 2 November. 

 



Profile talk: Wally Tuffs gave an account of his life from early years in war-time London, his education, 

migration to Canada and  meeting his wife in Toronto.  Wally, his parents and family subsequently 

emigrated to Australia, where he continued his education, obtaining his Bachelors degree in engineering.  

He worked in engineering companies, including Malleys, Hanimex, AWA and Aristocrat, finally retiring 

in 1999 to the Central Coast. 

 

General Business: Sid Holmes said that he had visited Lerryn Mutton in hospital and that he was making 

slow progress. 

 

After morning tea, President Reg introduced Past President Michael Ryan to commence a sequence of 

“home grown” presenters initiated by Convenor Patrick.  Mike gave his talk the title “Concrete Boots?  

Not Quite” being some reminiscences from his career in concrete.  He talked about the developments in the 

materials technology in the 50+ years since finishing his university civil engineering course leading for 

example to the use of very high strength concretes in high rise city buildings to significantly increase their 

net lettable floor areas.  

       Experiences in life, not just engineering e.g. the problems of “peeping toms” and the activities of 

vigilantes in construction townships such as Cabramurra, practical jokes such as freezing handbrakes, the 

girls and games policing issues, were described. Mike also included in his extensive collection of images 

shown, historical developments in concrete equipment from the first ready mixed concrete truck patent in 

1919 to the enormous New York City trucks and Australia’s first venture into a semi-trailer mixer truck. 

He also traced the development of concrete pumps from the most basic in the 20’s through to the present 

units with 54 metre booms enabling concrete delivery up and into buildings (which has led to the almost 

total demise of wheel barrows on building sites!)   

       The last part of the talk featured outstanding examples of structures for which concrete had become 

widely accepted in more recent times commencing with the precast blocks for the Gladesville Bridge arch.  

The use of site-cast tilt-up wall panels for commercial buildings, churches, and apartment blocks (“Pelican 

Shores” at Davistown) were further examples before moving on to the manufacture of the Sydney Harbour 

Tunnel segments, and concrete oil rigs for Bass Strait and the W.A. North West Shelf. 

       In closing Mike expressed appreciation to David Dunbar for his time and skill in converting old 35mm 

slides into his digital presentation.  There followed a lively discussion. 

Patrick Leonard thanked Mike for an excellent talk. 

 

The Lucky Door Prizes were won by Ken Robson 

 

President Reg thanked the guests for their attendance, reminded Members that the next meeting of the Club 

will be on 21 October, at which John Mulford will speak about shipwrecks on the Central Coast. He then 

closed the meeting at 11.30 am. 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Reg Davis, President ……………….. 


