
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 343 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 23 October 2012 

President John Rudd opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming Members and guests Bob and Ros Raison, and Doug 

and Chris Edwards. He also requested that mobile phones be turned off. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: President John presented bottles of wine to last meeting’s Lucky Door Prize 

winner David Butler, and speaker Richard Collins.  

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

Balance at 1 March 2012        $1075.00 

 Year to date September 

Income $2590.00 $170.00 

Expenses $1856.70 $106.77 

Balance at 30 September 2012       $1808.30 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President John said that new Probus membership cards have been issued to all clubs. Ours will be 

distributed at morning tea. The Committee has decided not to purchase the management software and card scanner 

suggested by Probus South Pacific Limited (PSPL). 

Proposals from PSPL for amending the Constitution have been circulated to all clubs. At its meeting on 16 October 

the Committee appointed a subcommittee of Barry Riley, Richard Collins and himself to recommend responses for its 

consideration. The subcommittee recommended that 4 of the proposed 7 changes should be accepted, and objections 

lodged for the remaining 3, and gave reasons for reaching this position. These recommendations have been accepted 

by the Committee. All of the relevant papers are available for any member to read. At John’s request, the meeting 

endorsed the Committee’s position. 

John encouraged Members to think about serving on the next year’s Committee. 

The Committee has decided that the Club will honour Lerryn Mutton for his foresight in establishing the Debating 

competition 20 years ago and managing it for 14 years. The shield that is presented to the winning team each year will 

be named “The Lerryn Mutton Shield”. Michael Ryan strongly supported this initiative. 

Finally, John presented a 15 year Service certificate to Stan Roberts and thanked him for his contributions to the Club. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Pagett reported that there were 46 Members present out of a total 

membership of 66 (with 3 to be inducted at the next meeting), and 4 visitors. There were 12 apologies: from Bruce and 

Irene Dunlop, John and Barbara Orme, Ken and Velda Robson, Denise Lawrence, Robyn Armitage, Jill Smith, Col 

and Rhonda Laybutt, and Pat Fordham, 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that in November Dr Ibtihal Samarayi will speak 

about her experiences as a refugee, and in January Steve Yeomans will speak on the Panama Canal 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth reported that David Dennison has invited others from 

the Club on a day sailing trip on the James Craig on 17 November. The visit the Reptile Park on 9 October had been 

most educating and enjoyable. On 20 November we will have our traditional bush picnic at MacMasters Beach Surf 

Club; money is due today.  Our Christmas lunch will be on 11 December at Tree Tops restaurant. The January 

Recovery lunch will be beside Janet Smith’s place on the Woy Woy waterfront. Ruth also gave advance notice of a 

visit to the Alexander the Great exhibition in April. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Hermione Dunbar reported that Bruce Dunlop is doing much better. Velda 

Robson has sent a card thanking the Club for its good wishes, but advises that Ken is still unwell. Cheryl Dennison is 

not well.  

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking Convenor Kevin Southgate said that last Tuesday 24 of us enjoyed a very pleasant 
walk led by Heather and Mike Ryan from Adcock Park through the wetlands around Fagans Bay. Kevin invited all 

Members to the 20 November bush picnic at MacMasters Beach. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan reported that the Championship round of the golfing group will be held at 

Terrigal Golf Course at 1.15pm this Friday 26 October, and at an earlier time the following Friday.. 



Profile talk: Yvonne Chandler spoke about her life. She was born and raised in Melbourne and has many special 

memories of her early years there. She was present when Ben Chifley celebrated the first Holden car rolled off the 

production line. She attended Teachers’ College in the grand surroundings of the former Victorian Government 

House. As well as teaching, she was also involved in the training of student teachers during their practicals. After she 

married she moved to Sydney and lived in the Sutherland area. In addition to her teaching career, she did lots of 

travelling and enjoyed caving in various locations. After she left teaching, she moved into fund raising for non-profit 

organisations – Sydney City Mission, Diabeties Australia NSW and the Fred Hollows Foundation. Yvonne shared 

with us some stories about the inspiring people that she had met while working in this field. Now retired, she is 

looking forward to further challenges. 

General Business: Rhoda Roberts invited members to a concert by the U3A choir on Friday 23 November at 

Brentwood Village auditorium. 

Sid Holmes reported that he has recovered from another life threatening illness. 

David Dunbar reminded theatre goers of the upcoming performance of The Thirty Nine Steps. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Speaker: Marie Riley introduced Doug Edwards who spoke about his experiences as a submariner. Doug left school at 

age 15 and did 4 years training as a trade apprentice at HMAS Nirimba at Quakers Hill. During those 4 years he only 

went to sea for 3 very sea sick days – discovering later in submarine service that he was a chronic sea sickness 

sufferer. He did not volunteer but was drafted to submarines. He spent 6 months with the Royal Navy Submarine 

Service in Portsmouth UK, and then a total of 5 years in the Royal Australian Navy’s Submarine Squadron. The O 

Class submarines in which Doug served are 15 feet diameter and 250 feet long. A crew of 62 officers and ratings lived 

and worked in the upper half, which is just 7”6” high at most – they quickly learnt not to bump their heads! Over ⅔ of 

applicants for submarines were rejected. However, rather than not being claustrophobic, the essential selection 

criterion seemed to be the ability to get on with others. The systems in the submarine were highly complex with 

double redundancy in those critical to the ship’s operation and survival. All of the crew had to know how to operate 

everything. If a failure occurred when at sea, and being 1960s technology this happened frequently, the normal 2 hour 

on, 4 hour off shift meant nothing – they worked until it was fixed. The crew therefore often had inadequate sleep. On 

one trip Doug averaged only 4 hours’ sleep per day for a week. Even in peacetime, submarines are dangerous because 

other ships never know where they are. Moreover, because star sighting was the only way to navigate submarines of 

that era, often the submariners didn’t know either! Doug described the circumstances of the 3 deaths that occurred in 

Australia’s O Class submarines. He also talked about how his own submarine almost foundered when the fore planes 

jammed and it plunged to depths and at inclinations far beyond the accepted recovery limits. The escape system of the 

submarine would not have worked at normal operating depths, let alone those during this incident. Fear was ever-

present and unavoidable for all who served in submarines. However, being men, the crew never talked about it, and its 

consequences often lasted for years. After he left the Navy, Doug had nightmares that only went away decades later 

when he started to show visitors through the submarine at the Sydney Maritime Museum. In addition to making the 

internal environment of the submarine extremely dirty, the submarine’s diesel engines caused large variations in the 

internal air pressure of the vessel. This resulted in all of the children fathered by the crew being girls. The same thing 

also happens with deep sea divers and male aircrew. Doug said that submarines taught him 4 things: to improvise, to 

get on with everybody, to put up with any environment, and never to take a warm wife and a big bed for granted. He 

encouraged everyone to visit the submarine at the Australian Maritime Museum. Richard Collins thanked Doug for a 

wonderful talk. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Jan Costigan. 

John thanked Rhoda Roberts and Anne Mulford for organising morning tea in Pat Fordham’s absence, and George and 

Jan Costigan for assisting with setting up the venue for the meeting. Diane Rudd and Gerry Turner volunteered to 

assist with morning tea at the next meeting. David Dunbar and Thelma Leonard volunteered to help set up the venue at 

the next meeting. 

John thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 12 noon. 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: John Rudd, President …………………                           


