
Minutes of General meeting No 262 of the Probus Club of Kincumber Inc, at the Avoca 

Beach Bowling & Recreation Club on 24th January 2006. 

 

President Richard opened the meeting at 09.30am and commented that he was the only 

fool to be wearing a tie on such a warm and humid day and that he would disrobe at the 

end of his Presidency. 

At Richard’s invitation, Fred Leake introduced his visitor, Dennis Elliott, whom he 

described as honey stealer or beekeeper, and David Dennison introduced his guest Wal 

Tuffs, a friend and neighbor. 

Richard then commented on how nice it was to see Stan Hannaford back in the fold after 

his absence. 

 

Minutes: Richard informed the Meeting of the Committee’s decision to make the Minutes 

of each previous meeting available at the membership desk and at the front table to be 

read by anyone. The purpose of this is to avoid the formal reading of the Minutes at the 

meeting. There was no objection to this procedure, and the Minutes of the last meeting 

were taken as read and accepted on the President’s motion, seconded by Bob Cummings. 

 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Don Wiseman reported that there were various News Letters 

from other clubs, a request for mentors for youngsters to help them with their many 

problems, and the usual advertisements from travel organizations. A letter of resignation 

was received from Paul Harrop. 

 

President’s Report: Richard then asked the meeting to stand for a minute’s silence in 

memory of Jack Gentle, Colin Sheumack and Joy Moore all of whom had passed away 

since our last General meeting. 

President Richard mentioned the March AGM and said that nominations had yet to be 

obtained for the Senior and Junior Vice-President positions. He thanked Nev Owen for 

staying on as Treasurer for an extra year and that George Costigan had offered to take 

over this responsibility. 

Richard also mentioned that Ed Board requested that any changes of email address be 

notified to him. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Nev Owen explained the Report as printed in the News 

Sheet. The 9 cents income was due to interest. He moved that the Report be accepted and 

this was seconded by Keith Judd. 

 

Membership Report: John Orme pointed out that he was the other idiot who was wearing 

a tie! He then reported the attendance at the meeting – 43 present (52%), 2 visitors and 14 

Apologies. 

 

Speaker Convener Stan Roberts told us of the difficulty he had encountered in trying to 

get a speaker for this meeting and that today’s speaker Kathy Marvel came highly 

recommended. 



 

Social Convener David Dennison described the planned outings that were listed in the 

News Sheet and asked for indications of interest in a bus trip to the Armidale area. He 

also mentioned a possible trip on the Murray River for next year. 

. 

Editor’s Report: Barry Riley had nothing to report. The President thanked him for such a 

good job even though he had only just returned from a break. 

 

Welfare Report: Ken Robson stated that the report was as printed in the News Sheet. He 

added that Alec Cochrane was quite poorly and John Docherty had been moved to Woy 

Woy. There was now a splinter group forming within the Club initiated by John Mulford 

and David Kenny – The One Kidney Club. Volunteers were requested. 

 

Bushwalking is in recess and will resume in March. 

 

Theatre Convenor David Dunbar discussed the proposed events as printed in the News 

Sheet and noted that 10 people were required to get the group bookings. 

 

The tea break was taken at 09.57am. 

 

At 10.25am President Richard welcomed and introduced our Guest Speaker Kathy 

Marvel OAM. Kathy gave a most interesting talk taking us from her early childhood in 

the Scottish highlands, through the circumstances that brought her to Australia, to the 

present day, ending with her Australia Day Speech. This generated a lot of questions. 

Keith Judd thanked Kathy and presented her with a pen and a Certificate of Appreciation. 

 

President Richard asked Kathy to draw the lucky door prize which was ticket B15 held 

by Ken Robson who went away empty handed in the absence of any wine. 

 

President Richard closed the Meeting at 11.15am reminding the Committee that there 

will be a meeting at his house in two weeks. 

 

 

 

 

Confirmed by President    Date 


