
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 353 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 27 August 2013 

 

President Thelma Leonard opened the meeting at 9.35am, welcoming Members and guests:  Jenny Baker, Rita and 

Dennis Byrne, Ineke Esveld, Bob Nicholls, Jan and Lawrie Gee and Audrey May. She also welcomed the debating 

team from Green Point Christian College, their teacher Matt Cohen, and several younger students that had 

accompanied them. Thelma requested that mobile phones be turned off. 

Debate: At Thelma’s request, Richard explained what had happened during the 2013 Debating competition. 

Unfortunately, the team from one of the regular schools (Kincumber High) had been unable to participate. Efforts to 

get a replacement team had been unsuccessful. The competition had therefore been held as a round robin. The first 

debate was between Central Coast Grammar School and Green Point Christian College (Topic: “That the world is 

becoming a better place”) before East Gosford Probus Club, The second debate was between Central Coast Grammar 

School and Erina High School (Topic: “That health care is more important than education”) before Avoca Beach 

Probus Club. Central Coast Grammar School won both of these debates, so they are the 2013 winners of the Lerryn 

Mutton Shield. Unfortunately, on Friday 23 August, Erina High School withdrew from today’s debate. Following 

discussions with Matt Cohen, it was agreed that we would replace them with a team from our Club. Yvonne Chandler, 

Barbara Orme and Richard Collins agreed to be on this team. Our regular adjudicator, Sue Macneil agreed to 

adjudicate this debate in the usual way. 

Richard then handed over to Thelma who chaired the debate, assisted by Ann Madin as timekeeper. The topic of the 

debate was: “That politics is an honourable profession”. “Kincumber Probus School of Life” was the Affirmative, and 

Central Coast Grammar School the Negative. The Affirmative team stressed the honourable nature of politics through 

the outcomes of the political process that lead to the advancement of the quality of our life, and the extraordinarily 

hard way that politicians work. The Negative’s argument was centred around the proposition that politics is full of lies 

and half-truths. Each team presented rebuttals of the arguments of their opponents. Following the debate, Matt Cohen 

spoke to the Club, saying that his school regarded these debates as very important, and that he was very pleased that 

this debate had proceeded. Sue Macneil then gave her comments on the debate and awarded it to Green Point 

Christian College. 

Thelma thanked all participants in the debate, and presented pens to the school debaters and wine to Sue Macneil. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: None. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel brochures; resignation from John and Annette Pagett. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $312.58 
 Year to date July  

Income $2330.00 $80.00  

Expenses $2123.76 $580.90  
  Balance $518.82 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $1006.14 

 Year to date July  

Deposits $500.00 nil  

Interest 17.14 $3.67  

Withdrawals nil nil  

        Balance $1523.28 

Combined net balance at 31 July 2013       $2042.10 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President Thelma said that John and Annette Pagett’s resignation was a consequence of their 

decision to move back to Sydney. John had served for 2 years as a very efficient Membership Officer. She also said 



that because the August Committee meeting had been postponed until early September, there would be a one month 

delay in presenting proposals to change the Constitution and the induction of several new members.  

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Rudd reported that there were 48 Members present out of a total 

membership of 75 (including 2 Life Members, but not including 2 Non Active Members), and 9 visitors. There were 

20 apologies: from Sue Schmid, Rhoda and Stan Roberts, Pam and George Pendergast, Ralph Brown, Denise 

Lawrence, Ruth and Reg Charlesworth, Pam and Lawrie McClure, Ken and Velda Robson, Keith and Bev Tysoe, Jan 

Costigan, Rhonda Laybutt, Janet Smith, and Irene and Bruce Dunlop. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley advised that she has arranged the following speakers: 

September: Arthur Adeney on Africa; October: Ian Garradd on energy efficiency; November: Sue and Heather 

Watson, on combatting human trafficking. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Marie Riley read the Social Convenor’s report in Ruth Charlesworth’s absence. Ruth 

thanked Yvonne for organising the lunch at Empire Bay tavern, attended by 16 people. On 10 September we will visit 

the Australian Currency Museum; on 8 October we will go to the NSW Mounted Police; in November we will hold 

our annual bush picnic at MacMasters Beach Surf Club. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Elizabeth Butler said that it was good to see Lorraine Southgate here and 

looking great. Bruce and Irene Dunlop are unwell, Ken Robson is in Gosford Private Hospital, and Janet Smith is in 

Gosford Hospital 

Bushwalking Report: John Sutton said that last Tuesday 18 people had enjoyed a very pleasant, if cold walk along the 

shore of Tuggerah Lake. The September walk will be in Kincumber Mountain Reserve, and will be led by Thelma. 

Golf Report: Golf Organiser John Rudd has been away, and thanked Wally for the golfing stories in the News Sheet. 

Theatre: Barbara Orme spoke about Gosford Musical Society’s forthcoming presentation of A Christmas Carol – The 

Musical. She has tickets for the 8pm show on Thursday 7 November. 

News Spot: None 

General Business: Richard spoke about the concert on 8 September at Laycock Street Theatre. 

Thelma said that she had received positive feedback about a reminder email that she had sent out before the meeting. 

She also plans to restart the Friday evening dinners shortly. 

Five Minute talk: In speaking about her life, Elizabeth Butler reflected on the changes that she had seen during it: 

biros, Velcro, colour TV, credit cards, and power steering, to mention a few. T-shirts were introduced in 1942, the 

year that she had been born at Waitara. At age 2 her family moved to Toongabbie where she grew up with lots of 

surrounding space. Following high school, she did 2 years of teacher training, and then commenced kindergarten 

teaching at Old Toongabbie. She and David married in 1963 and lived in their house at Hornsby for over 40 years. 

Their 3 children were born in 1966, 1968 and 1971. As the children got older, Elizabeth returned to teaching working 

in a physical education program for students with special needs. She eventually became Assistant Principal of her 

school.  She found teaching challenging, but fun. While doing all this, she went to university, completing a diploma of 

education in the 1980s, and a degree in the 1990s. After a couple of “retirements”, she and David moved to Hardy’s 

Bay. Elizabeth concluded with another story that confirmed how much things had changed. Recently she was out with 

her grandchildren. While waiting for a bus, her grandson used his mobile phone to tell her that it was coming, but 

would be 13 minutes late! 

The Lucky Door Prize, drawn by Elizabeth Butler, was won by Helen Sutton. 

Thelma reminded members about lunch at Kincumber pub after the meeting, and the next General Meeting on 

24 September. She thanked all who had helped with morning tea and setting up the venue for the meeting. She also 

thanked all for their attendance, and closed the meeting at 11.20am. 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Thelma Leonard, President …………………                           


