
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 366 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 23 September 2014 

President John Sutton opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming members and visitors Carol Bailey, Trevor Halls, 

Chris and Ann Dillon, and Jill Willis.  John also welcomed those who had returned from holidays- Ruth and Reg 

Charlesworth and Ken and Velma Robson who had not been able to attend meetings recently.   

  

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Yvonne Chandler presented the Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 

26 August 2014.  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: Nil 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs and travel brochures.  A letter from Kincumber Hotel was 

received with offers of special benefits due to our query expressed in earlier correspondence.  A response will be sent.  

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following report on the current state of the Club’s finances:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2014        $350.45 

 Year to date August  

Income $1961.25 $70.00  

Expenses $1925.43 $129.80  

  Balance $386.27 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2014        $1042.76 

 

 Year to date August     

Deposits $1210.00 Nil  

Interest 

Fees 

$22.12 

Nil 

$4.62 

Nil 

 

Withdrawals Nil Nil  

        Balance $2271.88 

Combined net balance at August 31  2014       $2658.15 

 

 

Barry also spoke of the fact that new expenses would be incurred due to the withdrawal of the Gosford Council grant 

to cover printing of the Newsletter.  Management of printing and distribution of the Newsletter is being reviewed to 

offset at least some of these costs. 

    

President’s Report: John referred to a thank you letter received from Coast Shelter recognising the contribution of 

food products to support their program.  He mentioned the fact that Active Retirees is now a shared publication and 

reminded members to return copies which they have read to the Bookshare table.  Birthday greetings were extended to 

those who had birthdays with particular mention of Life Member Fred Leake who had recently celebrated his 90th 

birthday.    

Membership Report: Membership Convenor John Rudd reported that there were 47 Ordinary Members and 1 Life 

Member present. There were 13 apologies: John and Barbara Orme, Mike and Heather Ryan, Jan Gee, Rhoda Roberts.  
Henry and Jill Rogers, David and Elizabeth Butler, Neville Owen, Gerry Turner, Leone Bird. John mentioned that 

members lists and email lists were available and spoke of plans to simplify mailing of the newsletter to absentees via 

email which will reduce costs.  Those without email will still revive a hard copy by mail.        

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley confirmed that Hermione Dunbar would introduce 

today’s speaker whose topic was Cochlear Implants.  Our October speaker, Brian Waters, will talk about the Boer War 

and the memorial being planned.  In November our speaker, Peter Cane, will talk on The Legends of Christmas. 

   

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Gloria Reid spoke of our lunch at the Empire Bay Tavern on September 

9th which was well attended and enjoyed by all.  On 14 October a trip to the Chinese Gardens in Darling Harbour is 
planned – travel details are available today.  Payment of $20 for the traditional bush picnic to be held at MacMasters 

Beach on 18 November is due at our next General Meeting.  The Christmas Lunch will be held at Ettalong Beach Club  

(formerly Mantra) at a cost of $35 which includes a free drink and tea/coffee.  Please pay at the November meeting.    

Editor’s Report: Nil 



Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Helen Sutton was pleased to report that Jill Rogers was out of hospital and 

continuing her rehab.   

Bushwalking Report: Convenor Ruth Charlesworth thanked Richard Collins for covering the walk around the lake at 

Avoca Beach, which unfortunately was cancelled due to poor weather.  The walk in September on Blackwall 

Mountain doubled as a celebration for Fred Leake’s 90th birthday – a happy event.  On 21 October we will walk in 

South Wyrrabalong National Park and look forward to enjoying the many wildflowers around at this time of the year.  

Details are in the Newsletter. Ruth reminded all of the Bush Picnic to be held on 18 November and asked for those 

attending to notify Gloria Reid with payment of $20 due at our October meeting.  

Golf report:  Convenor John Rudd encouraged new golfers to join them on the excellent golf course each Friday 

morning.   

Bookshare: Convenor Jenny Baker told of a selection of Lonely Planet books available along with the shared copies of 

Active Retirees. 

Inter Club Liaison: Convenor Thelma Leonard has had a three way meeting with representatives of the Woy Woy and 

Foresters Beach Probus Clubs.  Planning for a combined event in March 2015 is progressing.  A monthly newsletter 

will soon be available, to be sent to all via email.  If you do not wish to receive it please let Thelma know.  32 of the 

34 Central Coast Probus Clubs are sharing information mainly by newsletters – a very good result. 

Profile talk: Diane Rudd gave a vivid description of the trip through outback Australia she and John took recently.  

She described in particular experiences in the Blackall region of Queensland where a colourful presentation gave some 

insight into the life of a drover, while visits to the wool washing display and cattle yards expanded their understanding 

of life in this part of Australia now and in the past. The Waltzing Matilda Museum at Winton added to this experience 

of the outback.  As Diane gave an insight into their route which included places like Charleville, Mt Isa, Alice 

Springs, Port Augusta, the Flinders Ranges and Broken Hill we shared a little in the wonders they enjoyed on their 

6,000km journey.   
 

 Farewell to David and Joyce Kenny :  Member John Mulford told of the service David and Joyce gave to the Club 

with David serving as Secretary for a seven year term, with enthusiastic support from Joyce.  John recalled the manner 

in which David carried out his duties – quiet and unassuming, but very efficient and effective.  In particular John 

spoke of a fun filled couple of meetings involving the mystery of the disappearing lucky door prize tickets and the 

subsequent ‘Court Case’ at the next meeting to discover the cause of the dilemma.  All members of the time remember 

the fun and surprises of this event so well orchestrated by David.  The Club wished them well in their move to Berry 

and presented David with a Certificate of Appreciation, and Joyce with flowers.  They will be missed.            

  

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea prepared by Isabelle Drew and Wendy Coney with help from Debra 

Cresswell.. 

The meeting resumed at 10.30am.   

Assistant Speaking Convenor Hermione Dunbar introduced Jacqui Tresidder to talk about her work with Cochlear 

Implants, Diagnostic services have been offered since 1987 and provide lifetime support for any age, with the 

emphasis on early intervention for young children.  These support activities are run interstate and at an international 

level. Those with mild to profound hearing loss can benefit from a cochlear implant. Clinical teams can assist with 

audiologists, family counsellors and biometric engineers.  Pre-surgery diagnosis and assessment ensure correct 

implementation, while ongoing care and maintenance follow surgery.  For children speech and language education not 

only help to establish a quality of life, but also can save up to $400,000 in further education.  After receiving a 

cochlear implant adults can return to the workforce, experience increased self esteem, more social independence and 

need less social welfare  Many developments in technology have occurred over the years.  The units are smaller today 

and no mould is required, some wireless accessories for mobile phone, TV, and wireless are available.  The reduction 

in background sound is a positive advantage.  Now waterproof versions are available allowing users to swim.   

Fred Leake  thanked Jacqui for her informative presentation and presented the bottle of wine.   

The Lucky Door Prize was drawn by Jacqui.           

President John Sutton thanked those who had helped with setting up the hall, and preparing morning tea, then closed 

the meeting at 11.30am, inviting all to lunch at the Kincumber Pub. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: John Sutton, President ………………………………… 

 


