
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 307 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 27 October 2009 

 

President Kevin Southgate opened the meeting at 9.35 am welcoming Members and guests, including Rotary District 

9680 Probus Chairman, Gary Blackler, and Michael Hunter who was President of Kincumber Rotary Club when our 

Probus Club was formed. Kevin then handed over the Chair of the meeting to Foundation and Life Member, Past 

President Bruce Dunlop. Bruce introduced Gary Blackler as a Rotarian since 1997 and a member of the Probus 

Governing Council responsible for well over 150 Probus Clubs from Parramatta to Toukley. Gary congratulated the 

club on attaining its 25th anniversary in March 2009. He then introduced Michael Hunter who spoke about the 

process that led to the formation of the club. Michael presented the club with a framed 25 year certificate of 

congratulation. Following the presentation, Bruce then returned the Chair to Kevin. 

 

The meeting then stood for one minute’s silence in respect for Neil Leeson who died on 1 October. 

 

President Kevin then inducted new members Rhonda Laybutt, and Ruth and Reg Charlesworth and congratulated 

them. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. The 

Minutes were accepted as a correct record. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other clubs; travel and tour brochures; Card from Eric and Jill Waldegrave in 

thanks for the good wishes from the club on Eric’s recent illness; letter from Secretary to Ed Board advising him that 

his application to rejoin the club had been unsuccessful. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts with 

unpresented cheques included in the figures: 

 

Balance at 1 March 2009        $1,757.28 

 

 Year to date September 

   

Income $2195.00 $0.00 

Expenses $1783.04 $24.48 

   

Balance at 30 September 2009         $2169.24 

 

Barry’s Report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Kevin thanked Rhoda Roberts for agreeing to take on the responsibilities of Junior 

Vice President and congratulated her. He remarked that we now only had to fill the position of Assistant Social 

Convenor. He thanked David and Cheryl Dennison for an excellent barbeque lunch at MacMasters Beach Surf Club 

on 13 October. He also mentioned that Frances Goddard was unwell. Finally he congratulated Lerryn and Mavis 

Mutton on their 60th wedding anniversary. 

 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Rudd reported that 52 Members (83% of the total membership of 63) 

and 2 Life Members were present. There were 3 visitors and 3 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that today’s speaker will be Anne Mulford and 

in November Fred Leake will speak about beekeeping. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison reported that he has approximately $547 in the Social 

account. David thanked those who attended the barbeque at MacMasters Beach. Today he is collecting money for 

the Bushwalking lunch on 10 November and the Christmas lunch on 8 December. Next January’s Recovery lunch 

will again be at Janet Smith’s place on the waterfront at Woy Woy. 
Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs drew attention to the new symbol on the front of the News Sheet indicating that 

the club is Combined. 

 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Mione Dunbar referred to the material in the News Sheet. 

 



Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins said that we had enjoyed a walk last week at 

Chittaway Bay. He invited everyone to the Bushwalking lunch at Rumbalara Reserve on 10 November. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan congratulated Roy Bird on becoming the new club champion. He also reported 

that Diane Rudd won the golf last Friday, the first lady to do so. 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar referred to the News Sheet. He also mentioned the excellent 

performance of Cats that 12 members had enjoyed at the Laycock Street Theatre last Saturday. 

 

Historical Presentation: Historian Fred Leake reminded members that he is holding all of the past Minutes books, 

News Sheets and photo albums and said that he always welcomed requests to borrow them. He then introduced past 

Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts. Assisted by Rhoda, Stan spoke on “Reminiscences of a Speaker Convenor”. 

Highlights of his 6 years in this position included: Little Pattie who had entertained the troops in Vietnam, despite 

being opposed to the war; Lynnette Silver who spoke on the Kokoda Trail and sought support for a chapel memorial 

window to honour the men who served there – Lynette came back again and spoke on her book about imposter 

Marcel Caux; anti-nuclear campaigner Helen Caldicott, who gave Richard Collins a hard time; Marie Riley who 

gave a most interesting talk about the history of the Central Coast; and Kathy Marvel, originally from Scotland, who 

spoke about a book that she had written on her interesting life. At the end of his talk, Rhoda mentioned the benefits 

that had come from “swapping” speaker leads with other Probus clubs. 

 

General Business: Richard Collins drew the attention of members to the Recommendations from a working party on 

Non Active members which will be used as a guide for managing such matters in the future. He thanked Fred Leake 

and John Orme for serving on the working party. 

President Kevin said that the Recommendations in the paper on Life Membership that had been circulated today will 

be voted on at the November meeting. 

 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

 

After morning tea, Anne Mulford spoke about some local history involving her family. Few people know that a State 

Forest Nursery was established in 1888 on 65 acres of land behind President's Hill, to take advantage of the rail line 

opening in 1889. Infrastructure such as a residence, stables and extensive potting sheds were built, enhanced by 

formal gardens, with a large 'pinetum'. The area was ideal for this purpose, having a wide variety of soils. After four 

years, 1,000,000 young plants were dispatched all over the state to new plantations to develop the timber trade, and 

to enhance public buildings and parks. Anne's family connection with the nursery was through her grandparents, 

Emily and Herbert Westlake. Emily, a farm girl from Hinton near Morpeth, moved to Sydney to learn dressmaking 

and millinery, and then found work as a 'seamstress companion' to a Mrs. Lasseter of Vaucluse. 'Bert' was the head 

gardener. They married and became caretakers while the Lasseters went on a world tour. This gave them the finance 

needed to start an orange orchard at Erina where they raised their family of three. After about 12 years, they sold the 

orchard and Bert found work at the Nursery where he eventually became Resident Superintendent for many years. 

Then came the Second World War and everything changed. The family moved out, and the Women's Land Army 

moved in to train young women to keep the farms going while the men were at war. Nursery work declined, and 

when the W.L.A. left, the house was left empty. Squatters moved in, badly vandalised the place, and when they were 

evicted after two years, returned and burnt it down. The land was then divided between the golf course and the 

Department of Education, which established Henry Kendall High School. State Forestry then moved its main 

plant nursery to Pennant Hills. Anne's talk was illustrated with several historic pictures showing the nursery in its 

peak years. 

Marie Riley thanked Anne for an excellent talk, remarking that it is people like Anne who keep history alive. 

 

Kevin thanked Mike Ryan and David Dunbar for their help with morning tea. Jean Johnson and Irene Dunlop 

volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting of the Club on 24 November. 

 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by President Kevin. Kevin then thanked Members and guests for their attendance, 

and closed the meeting at 11.30 am. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Kevin Southgate, President ……………………... 


