
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 332 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 22 November 2011 

 

President Rhoda Roberts opened the meeting at 9.30am and welcomed members and guests David and 

Elizabeth Butler, Carolyn Williams and Lorraine O’Dea. The meeting was held in the corner of the Bistro due 

to the unavailability of our regular room. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins thanked Thelma Leonard for taking the Minutes of the 

last meeting after he had left early. Richard then read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; tour information; resignation of Peter Goddard; letter 

to Peter George, President of MacMasters Beach Surf Lifesaving Club, thanking him for the use of the Club’s 

facilities and tables at last week’s bush picnic; travel insurance information from Probus Centre – South Pacific; 

advice from Probus – South Pacific that our draft Constitution approved at the last meeting had been accepted. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

Balance at 1 March 2011        $994.47 

 

 Year to date October 

   

Income $2095.00 Nil 

Expenses $1567.72 $400.37 

   

Balance at 31 October 2011         $1521.75 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President Rhoda presented a 15 year service certificate to Max Newman and thanked him 

for his contributions to the Club. She also commented that we had enjoyed a splendid picnic at MacMasters 

Beach last Tuesday, and thanked all involved in the organisation. Finally, Rhoda congratulated all who are 

having birthdays or celebrating wedding anniversaries in December. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Pagett said that there were 47 Members present out of a total 

membership of 67, and 10 visitors. There were apologies from Don and Judy Blight, David and Joyce Kenny, 

Amber Byrnes, Camille Denny, Bob Cummings, Louise Hooworth and Hermione Dunbar. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today’s speaker about the Gosford 

waterfront development will be John Tilston of the. In January we will hear from Gary Kirkby about Riding for 

the Disabled. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth reminded members that payment was due today 

for the evening Christmas sing-along at Thelma and Patrick Leonard’s place on 9 December, and our Christmas 

lunch at Empire Bay Tavern on 13 December. The Recovery lunch will be on 10 January next to Janet Smith’s 

place on the waterfront at Woy Woy. Ruth is also planning a visit to Riding for the Disabled in March. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report, but President Rhoda thanked him for another 

excellent News Sheet. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate reported that Bob Cummings is home after a spell in 

hospital, and that Louise Hooworth has had a fall. 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking Convenor Kevin Southgate commented on the great day that we had at 

MacMasters Beach last Tuesday. 43 people attended, and the weather, food and company were all perfect. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan reported that the Club’s Championship rounds are underway. At present, 

Diane Rudd and Col Laybutt are out in front. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar reported that the last play for this year at Woy Woy Little 

Theatre – Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap – had been excellent. He is currently organising the 2012 season. 

Profile Talk: Pam Robertson spoke about her life. She was born in 1947 and had an idyllic childhood in 

Panmure, a suburb of Auckland. At that time Panmure was a tiny place with only 4 shops – Pam still 

remembers steers being herded down the main street – now it is a thriving metropolis. She represented her 

school in hockey, roller hockey, tennis, athletics, swimming, badminton and squash. After leaving school she 



worked in a bank, leaving to marry Bruce. After 5 years in Auckland they became dairy farmers. With 

4 children, it was a very busy life. They subsequently bought a farm in Murchison which they took from a run-

down state to become top producing, and award-winning. All of this involved a great deal of the hard work that 

continued even during the severe shakes that frequently occurred. However, Pam still found time to be Chair of 

the Board of Governors of the area school and Secretary of Buller Reap – an organisation to promote rural 

education. They then moved south to Invercargill and converted a 400 acre sheep farm to cater for cows. They 

also built a new house and established a garden on the property. While there Pam worked in managerial 

positions, including with the Southland Aero Club. At the Club she helped set up a degree course where people 

could become commercial pilots and also do a management degree. Her daughter became the Aero Club’s 

youngest pilot. In 1999 they left dairy farming and moved to a property at Lake Hawea. Rebuilding the house 

and establishing the gardens involved more heavy work. Because their children had moved to Australia they 

decided to have a working holiday here. After much work and travel, the move became permanent. Soon after, 

Pam’s marriage ended. Four years ago, she met Laurie and they have since been on many adventures together 

both in Australia and overseas. She and Laurie have been living in their home at Kincumber for over a year, 

which is close enough to see all her children and grandchildren frequently. She says that, for her, life just keeps 

getting better and better. 

General Business: Following approval of our new Constitution by Probus Centre – South Pacific, and Notice of 

Motion having been given at the last meeting, Richard Collins moved (Seconded by Kevin Southgate): 

That the Constitution approved by Probus Centre – South Pacific Inc. as tabled at the meeting be adopted. 

The Motion was agreed unanimously. The Constitution will now be sent to the Department of Fair Trading. 

Richard reminded members that suggested amendments to the draft Standing Resolutions are due today. The 

Committee will consider suggestions at its 6 December meeting. The Motion, now lying on the table, to adopt 

the Standing Resolutions with amendments if any will be discussed and voted on at the January 2012 meeting. 

After morning tea, Marie Riley introduced our speaker, John Tilston, economic advisor to Gosford Council and 

also to the Central Coast Regional Development Corporation, who spoke about the proposed development of 

the Gosford Waterfront – “The Landing”. This ambitious project seeks to inject new life into the Gosford CBD. 

Several stages of the development are planned. The first, which involves substantial public funding, includes 

the development of City Park (now called Leagues Club Park) with a swimming pool (replacing the existing 

Gosford pool), public gardens, and a performing arts centre. The performing arts centre would have a 1000 seat 

auditorium and be located in a 3 level building that would also house the Conservatorium of Music, and a 

multi-purpose space. Across from the Centre, the existing breakwater where Iguanas is currently located (and 

which would remain) would be widened, but not lengthened. An integral, and essential part of the development 

plan is a privately funded commercial centre adjacent to the performing arts centre. The commercial centre 

includes 3 office buildings, a 200 room, 4½ – 5 star hotel, and a 1000 space car park. Two large privately 

funded residential developments are also planned which would include their own car parking. These will be 

adjacent to the Blue Tongue stadium and near the existing swimming pool. A boardwalk will provide public 

access all along the waterfront as far as Point Clare and on to Woy Woy. In response to questions during his 

talk, John said that enough car parking would be provided for everything except the relatively infrequent large 

events at the Blue Tongue stadium. He was also asked how the development reflects Gosford Council’s policy 

relating to sea level rise. It appears that this policy is being largely ignored. The assumption seems to be that 

commercial organisations would not invest in the development if they felt that their investment was at risk. 

Further, John stated that the development would be designed so that it could react to sea level rise, rather than 

allow for it in a proactive way. John’s talk was supported by an informative series of slides showing details of 

the proposed development. John Mulford thanked John Tilston for his talk, saying that, in contrast with several 

earlier development proposals for the Gosford CBD, the level of community consultation for this one was 

excellent. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Ern Williams. 

President Rhoda thanked David Dunbar, Lorraine and Kevin Southgate, and Bruce Dunlop for helping with 

morning tea. Anne Mulford and Thelma Leonard volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

Rhoda reminded members of the next General Meeting on 24 January 2012. She thanked members for their 

attendance and closed the meeting at 11.30am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Rhoda Roberts, President …………………                           


