
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 372 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 28 April  2015 

President Diane Rudd opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming members and visitors Kay and Bob 

Cochrane. 

 

Anzac Commemoration:  Anzac poem read by Diane Rudd 

                                         Last Post played by Col Laybutt 

                                         National Anthem led by Richard Collins 

 

Induction:  President Diane inducted Eric and Deanne Caelli, Peter Park, and Carla Hurley into membership 

of the Club.  She welcomed them on behalf of all members and invited them to participate fully in the 

activities of Kincumber Probus. 

       

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of the General Meeting and of the AGM held on the 24 February 

2015 were accepted and signed as a correct record of the meeting.   

 

Business arising from the Minutes: President Diane introduced the Committee members for the coming year 

and invited members to refer any queries they may have to a member of the Committee for attention. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs and travel brochures.   

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley tabled the financial report, which was also published in the 

Newsletter.  The meeting accepted the report. 

March 2015 

  

Cheque account balance at 1 March 2015        $  132.06 

Savings account balance at 1 March 2015        $1701.67 

                                                        Balance              $1833.73  
 March  Year to date 

Income        $ 992.56  $ 992.56 

Expenses      $ 325.75    $ 325.75 

  Balance $666.81 

    

  Combined net balance at March 31   2015        $2500.54 

 

Members were reminded that fees for the coming year are 

now due.  
President’s Report: President Diane Rudd referred to her editorial letter in the Newsletter  

Membership Report: Convenor John Rudd confirmed the attendance of 61 ordinary members and 1 life 

member at the meeting.   Apologies were accepted from Ineke Esveld, John and Barbara Orme, John and 

Ann Mulford, Thelma and Patrick Leonard, Nev Owen, Peggy Horton and Irene Dunlop.  John advised that  

current lists of member details would be available after membership details are complete.         

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Convenor Hermione Dunbar spoke of today’s speaker Mike Pawley who will 

speak about the humanitarian work he and his family do in Cambodia.  For May 26 our speaker will be 

Paula Paananen who travels to Uganda each year to support the One Passion Fruit Program.  This work 

shows villagers how to grow their own food.  If an emergency speaker is needed while Hermione is away 

Richard Collins and David Dennison are stand by speakers. 

  

Social Convenor’s Report: Convenor Gloria Reid told the meeting of the enjoyable outing to the Chinese 

Gardens attended by 14 members in April.  She reminded us of the lunch outing to Empire Bay Tavern on 

12 May, and the planned tour of the Queen Victoria Building on 9 June.  If you plan to attend these activities 

give Gloria your name and collect details from her. 



Editor’s Report:  Editor Pat Fordham will be away for 5 weeks and she thanked Wally Tuffs for managing 

the Newsletter in her absence.  Contact him for any matter connected with the Newsletter. 

Welfare Report: Convenor Elizabeth Butler asked us to remember Ken and Velda Robson who are not too 

well right now.  Otherwise we seem to be enjoying good health.  Elizabeth would like to know of anyone 

needing support at time of illness, or who may be suffering the effects of the recent storm.   

Bushwalking Report: The April walk had to be cancelled due to bad weather.  Convenor Betty Pickersgill 

reported that the May walk would be an easy one around the Davistown waterfront.  Details are in the 

Newsletter. 

Golf report:  Convenor John Rudd reflected that wet weather had limited golfing opportunities of late, but 

will continue again.  While John is away George will be the organiser.    

Bookshare: President Diane reminded us that any book you place on the Bookshare table which is not taken 

needs to be taken home rather than left for Jenny Baker to care for.   

Profile talk:  Ann Dillon was born in Reading in England and remembers the participation of her parents 

during the war.  On her father’s return from service in North Africa the family moved to Larkhill Army 

Camp near Stonehenge.  Ann has vivid memories of Stonehenge being her backyard – a unique experience 

by any standards. After moving around England and Germany due to her father’s service career she returned 

to Reading and commenced her employment as a Librarian. In retirement on the Central coast she and 

husband Chris are very busy with their many activities – an exciting life.  

 

General Business:  Richard Collins referred members to the note in the Newsletter regarding performances 

by the Central Coast Concert Band, inviting members to attend.  He also asked for any members who could 

to contribute plastic jars for his workshop in his new home.  Storm stories included one form Gerry Turner 

about someone who boiled a kettle over a large candle – taking 1.5 hours!  Eric Caelli told of the leaning 

tree which had been unsuccessfully mentioned to council for removal, but which subsequently fell on a car 

in the storm.  Fortunately no one was hurt. 

 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea.     

Guest Speaker:  Hermione introduced our speaker Mike Pawley from the Happy Days Cambodian Village 

Schools Inc. who, with his family supports Cambodian villagers in a very practical way. 

Mike Pawley presented the story about his family’s involvement with very poor Cambodian villagers. It 

was a moving experience for all who heard it.  The devastation which resulted from the effect of the Pol Pot 

regime in Cambodia created many basic needs for rural communities in particular.  With help from his 

business Mike and his wife Suzanne travel to Cambodia three times a year to give very practical assistance 

and encouragement to a rice growing community and a local Primary school. $80,000 is spent annually to 

sustain and grow these projects and Mike intends to continue for as long as he is able.  A spontaneous 

collection resulted in $480 being donated to future work.   

Vote of thanks was passed by Vice President Arthur Adeney who spoke of how this presentation made us 

see how fortunate we are.  Our difficulties seemed small and the talk showed what we could do to help 

others. 

Lucky Door Prize: was drawn by Mike and won by Jan Costigan. 

Morning tea volunteers: for next month are Rhoda Roberts and Phyl Hill. 

 

Diane thanked those who had helped with setting up the hall, and preparing morning tea.   

The meeting was closed by President Diane at 11.35am, inviting all to lunch at the Kincumber Pub. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Diane Rudd, President ………………………………… 


