
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 314 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 25 May 2010 

President David Dennison opened the meeting at 9.30 am. 

The meeting stood for one minute’s silence in respect for Norm Walsh who died on 13 May. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other clubs; travel and tour brochures; letter of resignation from Stan 

Hannaford. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts: 

 

Balance at 1 March 2010        $1064.01 

 

 Year to date April 

   

Income $1380.00 $650.00 

Expenses $963.57 $751.07 

   

Balance at 30 April 2010         $1480.44 

 

Barry also reminded Members that annual fees are now overdue. Barry’s Report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President David reminded members about the purposes of Probus – Friendship, 

Fellowship and Fun. He also spoke about the duties of Senior Vice-President Rhoda Roberts, which 

include managing the activities of all the coopted members. He thanked Ruth Charlesworth for a great trip 

to Fort Dennison on 11 May. Finally he commiserated with Rhoda because of the cancellation of her 

bushwalk last Tuesday due to rain. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Reg Davis said that there were 42 Members and 1 visitor 

present, and 7 Apologies. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that in June a senior constable from 

the Crime Protection unit will speak on personal safety. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth reported that the Fort Dennison trip had 

been very successful. In June we will visit the Ken Duncan Gallery. In July she and Reg will be away, and 

she thanked Mione and David Dunbar for volunteering to organise a soup and damper day. In August we 

will have a day at Wyong races. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officers Mione Dunbar and Lorraine Southgate were both away. Fred 

Leake said that Ern Williams has had surgery, but is recovering well. 

Bushwalking Report: Rhoda Roberts said that she has lots of lamingtons in the freezer. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan lamented the wretched weather which had prevented any golf. 

Bowls Report: Bowls coordinator Reg Davis said that as we have insufficient bowlers we will not 

participate in this year’s Jim Price Memorial Bowls Day. 

Theatre Report: No report in theatre Convenor David Dunbar’s absence. 

Profile talk: The Profile talk was given by Velda Robson. Velda was the youngest of three children and 

grew up in a very happy family. Her mother had been in an orphanage between the ages of 2 and 14 years, 

and had not experienced the joys of a family home. She therefore spared no effort to ensure that her own 

family did not miss out as she had. Her father contributed through his deep love of all of his family. At 

St. Bridget’s Girls College where she was educated, Velda loved maths and history. After she left school 

she worked in the State Lottery Office. She and two other girlfriends used to attend the regular 



Marrickville Stroller dances at Marrickville Town Hall. One evening a young man called Kevin asked if he 

could take her home. Velda said that she was with her two girlfriends so he produced two mates to 

accompany them, one of whom was Ken. Shortly afterwards they became an item and will have been 

married for 60 years in December. When their three daughters were at school Velda took a six-week 

temporary job at the Post Office which she ended up keeping for 23 years. Ken and Velda have 

7 granddaughters, 1 grandson, 3 great granddaughters and 4 great grandsons. They regard retirement on the 

Central Coast as great! 

General Business:  Jean Johnson said that she had been talking to Dorothy Stockman who is now 91 and 

lives in a retirement village near Harvey Bay. Dorothy asked to be remembered to all in the Club. 

Barry Riley encouraged members to look at the Club’s web site and to make comments and send 

contributions to him. 

Lerryn Mutton reported that a recent issue of the magazine AERO had contained a picture of the actual 

Beaufighter that he had flown in the Second World War. 

Richard Collins asked for a volunteer to chair the debate at our August meeting as he would be away. 

The meeting adjourned for morning tea at 10.00am. 

Guest Speaker: After morning tea, Patrick Leonard introduced our speaker Harold Sharp, a member of 

Rotary since 1977, who has held senior positions and received awards for his outstanding service. He is 

currently regional coordinator of Australian Rotary Health. Solicitor Paul Harris established the first 

Rotary club in Chicago on 23 February 1905. The name Rotary came about because the weekly club 

meetings used to rotate around the offices of members. There are now 33,600 Rotary clubs in 

211 countries consisting of 1.2 million business and professional people. In 1987 Rotary admitted women 

and there are now 200,000 female members worldwide, 16% of whom are in Australia. Australia has the 

10th largest number of Rotarians in Rotary International. In 1932 Rotary introduced its 4-way test which 

governs the way that Rotarians operate: Is it the truth? Is it fair to all concerned? Will it build goodwill and 

better friendships? Will it be beneficial to all concerned? Rotary has a long history of providing funds to 

support important societal issues such as their program to eradicate polio from the world. Australian 

Rotary Health was formed in 1981 with the aim of raising $2 million and to use the investment income to 

support health-related programs. This is now the largest Australian National Rotary project. More than 

$24.2 million has been allocated. Last year $1.85 million was raised. Our local Rotary District Number 

9680 has raised $2.75 million – the largest for any Rotary District in Australia. Australian Rotary Health is 

governed by a board of Rotarians who allocate funds on advice from its Research Committee consisting of 

12 leading health professionals. Australian Rotary Health also provides matching funding for health-

related research initiatives of local clubs. Since 2000, Austrian Rotary Health has concentrated on issues 

relating to mental illness. Harold talked about his own personal experiences with people of all ages having 

mental illness. He stated that by 2020 depression will be one of the largest health problems in Australia. 

Following an interactive question-and-answer period, Bruce Dunlop thanked Harold for his interesting 

talk. 

President David thanked Velda Robson and Fred Leake for their help with morning tea. Jan Costigan and 

David Kenny volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Wally Tuffs. 

President David reminded members of the next General Meeting on 22 June and the Committee meeting 

on 1 June at Richard Collins’ place. He thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 

11.25 pm. 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: David Dennison, President ………………… 


