
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 299 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 24 February 2009 

 

President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed Members and guests. 

 

Reg said that the Committee had agreed to a request from Jean Johnson and Irene Dunlop to run a raffle today to 

benefit the Victorian bushfire appeal and urged members and visitors to contribute to this worthy cause. He then 

welcomed today’s guests: Stan McLean, formerly President of Nelson Bay Probus Club, Joan Vella and Jeff 

Bradshaw (all of whom were interested in looking at us as possible prospective members), and Louise Hooworth 

(who has applied for membership). Stan and Joan had learnt about the Club from our web site. 

 

Reg then introduced the first group of ladies who had applied for membership following the decision last month for 

the Club to become Combined: Peggy Horton, Jean Johnson, Joyce Kenny, Thelma Leonard, Barbara Orme, Rhoda 

Roberts, Heather Ryan, Diane Rudd and Lorraine Southgate. Reg inducted these ladies into the Club and 

congratulated them. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. The 

Minutes were accepted as a correct record. 

 

Business arising from the Minutes: Richard said that adhesive labels were available for attaching to members’ copies 

of the Constitution detailing changes to the present Constitution and By-Laws. 

 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other clubs; travel brochures; announcements of concerts, notes from Jean 

Johnson and Hildred Ford. The latter, which Richard read to the meeting, thanked the Club for its expression of 

sympathy on Stan Ford’s death. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn advised that the Club’s finances were: 

Balance at 1 January 2009 $1742.93 

Income $361.00 

Expenditure $104.85 

Interest $0.00 

Balance at 31 December 2008 $1999.08 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Reg reminded members that the Club will produce a booklet to celebrate its 

25th Anniversary and encouraged all members, and widows of former members, to write something about their 

experiences in the Club for inclusion in the booklet. He also spoke about the special 25th Anniversary social function 

will be held at John and Anne Mulford’s place on10 March. Reg said that we are still looking for nominees at next 

month’s Annual General Meeting for Junior Vice-President, Assistant Membership Officer, Assistant Social 

Convenor, Welfare Officer and Club Photographer. 

 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Tony Kelly reported that 40 Members (out of a total membership of 53, 

including the 9 ladies just inducted) were present. There were 19 other ladies, 6 visitors and 3 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that there would be no speaker next month due 

to the Annual General Meeting. For the April meeting, he has some in-house speakers, one of whom may be happy 

to fill the slot.  

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison again reminded members and guests about the 25th 

Anniversary lunch on 10 March. There will be no social function in April (Easter). In May we will visit Walkabout 

Park. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

 
Welfare Report: George Costigan reported that Keith Tysoe was recovering well after a pacemaker replacement 

operation. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard said that the March Bushwalk will be at the waterfront at Woy 

Woy. 

 



Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that the Annual Presentation lunch would be held on this coming 

Thursday 26 February at 12 noon. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report. 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar referred to the material in the News Sheet and asked for more 

active involvement in future theatre events. He also suggested that an item about the Club becoming Combined be 

submitted to the journal of ROCA (Residents of Kincumber Association). 

 

Historical Presentation: Historian Fred Leake spoke about the occasion in 1991 when famous aviatrix Nancy Bird-

Walton addressed the Club. Nancy died last January at the age of 93 and was given a State funeral. Her visit 

followed a 6 month period when the Club had been unable to use its regular venue at Avoca Beach Bowling Club 

due to renovations. For most of this period the Club had met at Avoca Beach Surf clubhouse, except for one 

occasion when John Docherty had left the key to the clubhouse in his car that had been borrowed, and they met at 

the shelter shed near the beach. Fortunately, the Club was back in the brand new rooms at the Bowling Club for 

Nancy’s visit. Over 130 people attended her talk! Nancy’s extraordinary achievements, including the honours that 

she had received, were mentioned in the News Sheet by the Club President John Docherty. The Minutes of the 

meeting record that Nancy talked about her book “My God! It’s a Woman” dealing with her contributions to the 

development of early aviation throughout inland Australia. At the end, she received a standing ovation, and also sold 

many books! In his vote of thanks, Ed Board also thanked Keith Judd and Ken Gosby for providing transport for 

Nancy between Sydney and the Central Coast. On the way up with Nancy in the car, Keith Judd was booked for 

speeding at Kariong. Ken Gosby then recounted how, on the return trip to Sydney, he and Nancy had been 

accompanied by a former school friend of Nancy’s, Edna Harper. As Ken told it, the conversation between the two 

ladies never ceased throughout the trip! 

 

General Business: Secretary Richard mentioned a concert on Sunday 1 March to raise money for the Victorian 

Bushfire Appeal. 

 

After morning tea, Jo-Anne Berthelsen talked to the Club about the challenges and rewards of writing. Jo-Anne has 

been writing for over 7 years having had wide previous experience in many areas, including teaching, secretarial 

work and the ministry. She has written 5 novels, 2 of which have been published, and a third is due out soon. A key 

factor in writing is that you need to believe that you have something to say. Jo-Anne discussed some of the 

challenges of writing, including the need for self-belief, the necessity for multiple rewriting, accepting critical 

feedback with humility, finding a publisher, handling rejection, the need for self-promotion, and accepting that the 

publication and distribution processes are out of your control. These challenges are offset by the rewards of writing, 

including self-fulfilment, the interest and fun that the process generates, the excitement when your characters take on 

a life of their own, the sense of achievement when a book is completed, and the encouraging responses that you 

receive from readers. Following a lively discussion, John Mulford thanked Jo-Anne for a very interesting talk, 

remarking how much he, as a publisher author, agreed with what she had said. 

 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Heather Ryan. 

 

The raffle raised $235. First prize was initially won by Jean Johnson who insisted on a redraw. On the second draw, 

it was won by Heather Ryan. Second prize was won by Eric Waldegrave. 

 

President Reg thanked Members, ladies and guests for their attendance, and closed the meeting at 11.50 am. 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Reg Davis, President ……………………... 


