
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 
Minutes of General Meeting Number 395 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 23 May 2017 
The meeting was opened by President Phyl Hill at 9.30am.  Phyl welcomed members and visitors, Iain and 
Ann McLeod, Annette Lutze, C Upton, J Davis, Val and David Lawrence, Dawn Skinner, Peter Mear and 
Leni Raica..     
 
In memoriam: John Rudd recalled the contribution of Bob Cummins who was a member of the club 1990-
1994 and 1999-2015. Bob was a keen golfer and established the perpetual golfing trophy which we still use 
today.  He was a good bloke. 
                      John Sutton spoke of Henry Rogers as a wonderful friend who had not been a member of our 
club for very long.  His wife Jill was a school friend of Helen’s.  He had a genuine personality and was 
remembered for his family values and his sense of fun.    
 
We stood for a minute’s silence in their memory. 
 
Induction: 
 
Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of the April 2017 General Meeting were presented.  The Minutes had 
been confirmed by the Committee.  The meeting accepted the Minutes as a correct record.   
   
Correspondence:   
 
Business arising from the Minutes: Nil 
Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Gerry Turner presented the financial report for January 2017.  This was 
accepted by the members. 

Treasurer’s Report 
January 2017 

               
                                                                                Year to date 
 Opening Balance 1.01.2017           $2511.92 
 Receipts                                                12.05             
                                                             2523.97                       3746.69 
 
 
Expenses                                                 69.60                       3557.73 
 
Closing Balance 31.01.2017           2454.37 
 
Gerry has reviewed our position in regard to annual fees, and with careful 
management we will again keep this at $40 for the 2017/2018 period. Fees 
are due at the March meeting. 
 
 

Membership Report: Convenor Ineke Esveld reported that we had 58 members and 3 Life Members present.  
Apologies were received from Nanette Steanes, Pat Fordham, Gloria Reid, Cliff and Ann Davey, Jeff 
Bradshaw, Keith Tysoe and Irene Dunlop.   
  
Speaker Convenor’s Report: Convenor Hermione Dunbar:  A suitable speaker is being sought for our March 
meeting, and Richard Collins will be speaker in April – talking about a scientific invention he has 
developed. 
 
Social Convenor’s Report: In Gloria’s absence Jenny Baker directed our attention to the newsletter for 
details of the Ferry Trip from Patonga to Bobbin Head, on Tuesday March 14 meeting at 11.00am.  The cost 
is $25 concession, and you can have lunch during the 1 hour stay at Bobbin Head where there are a couple 
of cafes.  Early notice of lunch at Empire Bay Tavern on Tuesday 11 April is shown in the Newsletter. 



   
Welfare Report:  Convenors Bob Cochrane had attended John Mulford’s funeral.  He also reminded 
members to let Welfare Officers know if they were ill.   
 Theatre/Trip Report:  Joan Vella is collecting payment from those who wish to pay now.  Information is 
available from Joan if needed.  The list of travellers is in the minutes book for insurance purposes. 
Golf Report:  John Rudd read Liz Gilbert’s final report and wished her well.  The annual golf lunch was 
enjoyed by all.  There is now a vacancy for a new golf convenor so please consider that opportunity. 
Bookshare: Convenor Jenny Baker:  People are still enjoying taking their books and sharing. 
Bushwalking:  Co Convenors Barrie and Betty Pickersgill introduced the program for 2017 with the walk 
around the Davistown waterfront with information available in the Newsletter.  Unfortunately they are no 
longer able to continue in this role and invite possible candidates to come forward. 
President’s Report: President Arthur reminded members of the vacancy for a Social Convenor.  At present 
individual people were running an activity for a month at a time and to date we have 6 months planned.  
Please think about taking on the role of Social Convenor for the next year.  Capitation fees to PSPL have 
seen an increase of around 4% which is again much higher than the CPI increase of .9%.  This is not a good 
move in the opinion of the Committee and a letter will be sent to PSPL expressing our concern.   
Profile talk:  Dave Casey, who is married to Shirley, came to Australia from the UK in 1977.  He has 
enjoyed a wonderful time since then and has many interests and skills.  His description of the unique 
experience of making his daughter’s dress for her year 12 formal was very entertaining.  She could not find 
what she wanted in the stores so, following the exact specs given by his daughter, Dave followed the trail of 
finding the exact pattern, purchasing the material and learning about using bones in the bodice before he 
even got to the sewing.  Learning to use the sewing machine was a new experience but did not daunt Dave.  
Naturally there were many difficulties along the way including learning how to sew over the pins, and the 
always difficult sewing in of the zip.  We saw photos of the garment he made exactly in line with his 
daughter’s wishes.  He was certainly a forerunner of the many male designers and manufacturer’s we see 
today. 
General Business:  Richard Collins recalled his time as Bushwalking Convenor and encouraged members to 
take this position on.  He also drew attention to some Concert Band concerts coming up and had brochures 
available for anyone interested in attending. 
Yvonne reminded members that Nomination Forms are available for anyone wishing to make a nomination. 
 
 
We broke for Morning Tea. 
 
Speaker: The children’s author Judy Townsend told us how she became an author of  children’s books.  Judy 
covered many aspects of her journey, including her teaching background and love for children’s literature.  
It all started with a 60th birthday gift from her children of a contract with an illustrator.  This was a good 
beginning but along the way there were many lessons to learn, and pitfalls at many levels.  Obviously her 
skill at preparing the text in a rhyming format was an excellent beginning.  Working with illustrators and 
publishers proved a challenge and a learning curve, with publishing procedures, the hurdles encountered 
when certain themes were a part of the book, and situations where the original production was unsatisfactory 
were often encountered.  Judy described this as a ‘bumpy journey’.  From the quality productions we saw 
and the stories she read to us it has worked well with children and their families as the beneficiaries.  
Through her generosity $12,000 has been donated to The North Rocks School for the Blind, and the sale of 
her books at a very reasonable price benefits others.   
 
Vote of thanks:  Jan Costigan thanked Judy for her interesting talk and presented her with a bottle of wine.   
 
Draw lucky door prize:  The Lucky door prize was drawn by Judy, and won by Ineke Esveld. 
 
Arthur closed the meeting at 11.30am thanking all who helped with the morning’s activities.  He reminded 
members that lunch would be held at Kincumber Pub.  All are welcome to attend. 



 
Signed as a correct record: Arthur Adeney, President ………………………………… 


