
Probus Club of Kinumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 280 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 24 July 2007 

 

President George Costigan opened the meeting at 9.35 am and welcomed members and their ladies and 

two visitors, Merv and Maureen Williams, who had introduced the wine tasting speakers to Stan Roberts. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins reminded Members that the Minutes of the 

previous meeting on 26 June 2007 had been made available before the meeting for reading and comment. 

The meeting agreed that the Minutes should be taken as read and accepted as a true record (Moved Richard 

Collins, Seconded Michael Ryan). 

There were no matters arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: Secretary Richard advised that letters had been received from several local Probus Clubs 

(Newsletters); and operators of possible tours.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn gave the following details of the Club’s finances over the past 

month: 

  

Income $60.00 

Expenditure $344.00 

Interest $0.04 

Balance at 31 May 2007 $2259.63 

 

Kevin’s report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President George remarked that yesterday had been his 80th birthday, whereupon the 

entire meeting burst into song. 

 

Membership Report: Tony Kelly informed members that 10 ladies and 28 Members (60% of the current 

membership of 47) were in attendance. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Stan Roberts reported that arrangements were in hand for 

the presentation at this meeting. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison reported that trip to Williamstown Airport 

with several other Probus Clubs had been most enjoyable and informative, even though only a few of our 

members attended. The lunch at Auntie Molly’s on 10 July was also very successful. Future activities 

include a cruise on Hawkesbury River on 14 August, lunch at the Ourimbah University Campus chef’s 

training facility on 14 September, and lunch at MacMasters Beach on 9 October. 

Lerryn Mutton complimented David on his work as Social Convenor. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

 

Welfare Report: President George advised that Kevin Southgate was making reasonable progress after his 

knee replacement. Velda Robson is recovering from pneumonia, and Norm Walsh is in Gosford Hospital, 

also recovering. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins reported on the very pleasant walk around 

Davistown Peninsula last Tuesday. Next month we will have another try at the Spit Bridge to Manly walk. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan reported that the Terrigal course is drying out. The Annual 

Championship Day will be held at Everglades Course on Thursday 6 September. 

 

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report. 

 



Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar said that all information is in the News Sheet. David will 

be overseas for the next meeting. 

 

History of the Club: Historian Fred Leake introduced Bruce Dunlop who spoke about the Club’s formation 

25 years ago. Bruce had originally suggested the idea of a Probus Club at the Kincumber Rotary Club of 

which he was a member. On 27 March 1984 a meeting was held, called for by Ted Johnson. The meeting 

was addressed by Michael Hunter, President of Kincumber Rotary and a decision was made to form our 

Probus Club. Of the 40 men present at that meeting, 27 joined the new Club. Bruce also spoke of some of 

the early trips made by the Club, including to Norfolk Island, and through Western Australia. Bruce 

remarked that membership of the Club was initially capped at 40, and gradually increased to about 80, so 

at present we have more members that in those early very active times. 

Fred advised that next month’s History presenter will be Norm Baker. 

 

Profile Speaker: President George Costigan spoke of his interesting life. George grew up in Victoria and in 

his early years lived through the Depression. His family had very little money, and he left school at 13½ 

years of age. As a young man, he played a lot of sport before marrying in his 30s and moving to the 

Sydney area where he has lived ever since. He was with Woolworths for a few years before entering the 

real estate business, and has continued this involvement for over 40 years. George is proud of his 

achievements, and those of his 3 daughters. Although he lost everything during the period of high interest 

rates in the early 1980s, he recovered and now enjoys a comfortable retirement here on the Central Coast. 

 

General Business:  

Richard Collins informed members about the Gosford Orchid Society’s Orchid Spectacular at Gosford 

Racecourse from 3-5 August, and the brass band and choral concert at Gosford RSL on 30 September. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 10.12 am for morning tea. After morning tea, President George introduced Peter 

Renshaw and Shane Nicholls from Simon Gilbert Wines. Peter and Simon gave us some interesting 

insights into different types of wine, and we all had the opportunity to sample several different varieties of 

wine. It was an unusual presentation for our Club, but one that we all enjoyed. At the conclusion, Nev 

Owen thanked the speakers. 

 

The two lucky door prizes were won by Gordon Maxwell and Joan Maxwell. 

 

President George reminded members of the next meeting on 27 August 2007 during which we will hear the 

schools’ debate. He then closed the meeting at 11.45 am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: George Costigan, President ……………….. 


