
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 318 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 28 September 2010. 

 

President David Dennison opened the meeting at 9.30 am welcoming Members. At his request, Mike Ryan 

introduced his guests, Helen and John Sutton, and Richard Collins introduced his guest, Carey Buls. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins thanked Mike Ryan for performing the Secretary’s 

duties during his absence last month. He then read a brief synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. The 

Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel material. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts: 

 

Balance at 1 March 2010        $1064.01 

 

 Year to date August 

   

Income $1845.00 $15.00 

Expenses $1279.89 $0.00 

   

Balance at 31 August 2010         $1629.32 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President David told the meeting that the debating team from Central Coast Grammar 

school that won our debating competition last month had gone on to win the State Debating Championship. He 

also thanked John Mulford for offering to serve as the Club’s Auditor, following the request at the last meeting. 

He thanked Ruth Charlesworth for an excellent outing to Alison Homestead. This had reminded him of his 

experiences tying up hay bales with wires. The discarded wires were rolled up and thrown in the corners of 

paddocks, leading to the expression “haywire”. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer Reg Davis said that there were 39 Members present out of a total 

membership of 64, and 4 visitors. There were 7 Apologies. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that today’s speaker will be Mick Joffe. 

Next month we will be privileged to hear from Denise Lawrence. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth thanked those who had attended the visit to 

Alison Homestead. The October Social function will be a lunch at Empire Bay Tavern. She will be away for 

this function and thanked Fred Leake for organising it. The November Social function will be combined with 

the Bushwalking Bush Feast on 16 November. The Christmas Garden Party will be on 14 December. 

Editor’s Report: No report in Editor Wally Tuffs’ absence.  

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate reported that all are well. 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking convenor Richard Collins thanked Anne and John Mulford for organising a 

very enjoyable walk through the bush at Patonga last Tuesday. Next month’s walk will be beside the waterfront 

at The Entrance. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan regretted that several members have been unable to play recently. He also 

sought expressions of interest in a proposal to have another golf/bushwalking holiday, similar to the one held 

this year at Gloucester. This proposed trip would be at Blackheath from 29 March to 1 April 2011. 

Theatre Report: No report in Theatre Convenor David Dunbar’s absence. 

Profile talk: Barry Riley spoke about his 31 years involvement with NRMA Road Service, 15 years of which he 

spent as a NRMA patrolman. Barry said that it was a very satisfying job – he started and ended the day at home 

and could have his lunch there. Also he gained much pleasure from helping people. On the down side, the job 

involved shift work, and the early service vehicles had no heaters. Barry gave many examples of the changes 

that had occurred over the years. In 1964, there were never call-outs before lunch or after dark on Sundays– it is 

now completely different. Christmas Day was the quietest day of the year – now it is just like any other. Early 



NRMA servicemen used motor bikes. They reverted to push bikes during World War II. After the War, there 

were more motorbikes and then a succession of different types of vehicles. Barry’s first vehicle was a Morris 

1000 van. The number of patrol vehicles rose from 160 in 1964 to 420 by 1995. This has now fallen to 240, 

partly due to the increased reliability of modern vehicles. In the mid-1980s the NRMA received about 2000 

calls each day, rising to 6000 if it was wet. Barry spoke of the problems associated with the move to computers 

in the 1980s and on the huge improvements over the years in mobile communications. Barry gave several 

examples of memorable calls: the man who couldn’t get through by public phone, so sent a telegram; the lady 

who had locked her husband in the boot; the man who thought he had locked his keys in the car and stood in the 

rain for hours only to discover that he had left the window open; the overseas visitor who was lost in the city in 

“Onneway” (One Way) Street; and the driver who had lost his car and spouse in Roselands car park. Even dress 

standards have changed. Patrolmen were required to wear a tie and cap, and the lady drivers who guided 

visitors through the city were instructed to wear white underwear under their white blouses! Barry concluded by 

saying how much he had enjoyed his time with NRMA. 

General Business: President David refereed to the material in the News Sheet which said that, for insurance 

purposes all Probus clubs are required to pass the following Standing Resolution: 

 

“This Club resolves that, as approved by Probus Centre – South Pacific, in the absence of the Treasurer a 

delegated officer of the club may deposit all funds of the club to the credit of the club’s account in the bank or 

other financial institution approved by the Committee.” 

 

David moved the Resolution which was Seconded by Kevin Southgate, and passed unanimously. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Guest Speaker: After morning tea, Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard introduced our speaker Mick Joffe – a 

cartoonist, historian and author of several books. Mick’s books contain material drawn from interviews with 

literally hundreds of Australian characters, mostly quite elderly, who have led extraordinary lives. He has been 

doing this for all of his adult life – at age 20 he interviewed a lady aged 101! All of his books contain unedited 

words actually spoken by the people he has interviewed.  Mick’s first book was called Yarns and Photos: 

Beautiful Old Berowra and Hornsby to the Hawkesbury. Subsequent books are: Endangered Characters of 

Australia; Living Relics of Australia – Their Yarns and Caricatures; and Living Treasures of Oberon. He is 

currently preparing books on people in the Snowy Mountains and on Australian Military people. Mick’s books 

contain his caricatures of those whom he has interviewed. All of his early books sold out very quickly (a copy 

of Endangered Characters of Australia recently sold for $1000!). However, he had a few copies of his latest one 

for sale. Mick began his presentation by drawing a caricature of Life Member Fred Leake. He then gave an 

enthralling talk drawn from the material in his books. He leafed through his books and spoke briefly about a 

few of the hundreds of characters in them, many of whom we knew. Mick said that he had made these books 

his life’s work because he believed that the memories of people represent a unique aspect of the history of our 

country, and should therefore be recorded. In thanking Mick for a wonderful talk, Marie Riley said how 

important it is for historians not to modify the words spoken by others. She commended Mick on his 

outstanding achievements. 

President David thanked Irene Dunlop and Kevin Southgate for helping Marie Riley at morning tea. Barbara 

Orme and Col Laybutt volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Lorraine Southgate. 

President David reminded members of the next General Meeting on 20 October and the Committee meeting on 

4 October at Reg Davis’ place. He thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.50am. 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: David Dennison, President …………………                           


