
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 338 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 22 May 2012 

 

President John Rudd opened the meeting at 9.35am, welcoming Members and guests Gerry Turner (celebrating 

a birthday today), Jill Smith, Gloria Reid and Irene Brown (visiting from England). John also informed the 

meeting that Laurie McLure and Pam Robertson have just married, and congratulated them. 

John said that he will deal with issues relating to the changed venue of the meeting later. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; tour information; Bowel Scan brochures from Rotary. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

 

Balance at 1 March 2012        $1075.00 

 

 Year to date April 

   

Income    $1290.00 270.00 

Expenses $1167.80.00 $1107.80 

   

Balance at 30 April 2012       $1197.20 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. Barry reminded Members that fees are overdue. He also said that in two weeks 

Committee would review the financial implications of changing our meeting venue, and would make a 

recommendation on this matter to Members at next month’s meeting. 

President’s Report: President John thanked Mike Ryan for his assistance in arranging, at very short notice, for 

the meeting to be held at Kincumber Uniting Church. On behalf of the minister, Mike welcomed the Club to the 

church and said that he hoped that this was the beginning of a long and productive association. He also 

emphasised that it is essential that the church is properly secured at the conclusion of the meeting. He requested 

that anyone who opens a door or a window ensures that it is locked after the completion of the meeting. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Pagett said that the total membership now stands at 67, and 

there are currently 3 applications for membership. There were 45 Members present, and 4 visitors. There were 

10 apologies: from Bob Cummings, Colin and Rhonda Laybutt, Robyn Armytage, Fred Leake, Janet Smith, 

Thelma Leonard, Ann Madin, John Mulford and Lerryn Mutton. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today’s speaker will be Bob Smith on 

films of the 50s and 60s. In June, we will hear from Tom Richmond on Ginger Meggs. Marie has speakers 

arranged for all remaining meetings this year. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth said that 22 people had participated in the visit 

to Kooindah Waters Sculpture on the Greens. She encouraged all who have not seen this to visit it. In June we 

will visit the SES facility at Erina. Because of limited parking space, car pooling will be necessary. In July we 

will visit the Laycock Street Theatre. Numbers are limited to 25. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate reported that Ann Madin was recovering well 

following a knee replacement. Lerryn Mutton is very frail. Leonie and Roy Bird have just celebrated their 

50th wedding anniversary. Lorraine asked Ern Williams to come forward, and President John presented him 

with a card for his 90th birthday.  

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking Convenor Kevin Southgate said that 23 people attended the combined 

bushwalking and golfing trip to Nelson Bay. The weather was superb and they had a wonderful time. Last 

Tuesday, 23 people attended a very enjoyable walk from Picnic Point at The Entrance along the waterfront 

towards Long Jetty, followed by lunch beside the lake. Next month’s walk will be from Turo Reserve at Pretty 

Beach, and will be led by John and Barbara Orme. 



Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that the golf course is currently in excellent condition.  Mike also 

reminded Rhoda Roberts that when she was President she said that she would like to have a try at golf, but did 

not have any clubs. Mike then presented Rhoda with a set of clubs! 

Theatre Report: No report in Theatre Convenor Anne Swan‘s absence. 

Trip Report: In response to several requests, President John talked about his recent trip to the West Indies. He 

spent some time on the island of Dominica, where he also watched a cricket Test Match between the West 

Indies and Australia. Dominica is a small island of less than 750 square kilometres with a population of about 

70,000. It has beautiful scenery, pristine wilderness areas, and the world’s second largest hot springs. John said 

that he found the island a very pleasant place to be – the drivers are very polite, he saw no smoking or 

drunkenness, and there is a very low crime rate. People appear happy and healthy, and enjoy a reasonable 

standard of living. The locals seem to have a genuine affection for Australians, and they frequently stopped him 

to talk as he walked around. The test match was held in a packed 8,000 seat stadium at Roseau, and it was a 

thoroughly enjoyable and memorable experience. John was accompanied on the trip by his son and two other 

friends, and they looked after him well. As the trip evolved, he earned the names Trinidad Jack, Walkabout 

Jack, and Jack Russell. 

General Business: President John outlined the sequence of events that led to the decision to change the venue of 

today’s meeting. On Monday 14 May Secretary Richard was advised by phone that, effective immediately, we 

could not have access to the Avoca Beach Bowling Club before 10am, and that future meetings will incur a cost 

that would use up all of the current membership fees. The following day, in consultation with others at the 

bushwalk, the Committee made the decision to move today’s meeting to Kincumber Uniting Church. Members 

with email were immediately informed of this change, and all others who had not been at the bushwalk were 

contacted by telephone. John and Helen Sutton went to the Bowling Club this morning to redirect any Members 

who had not heard of the change (nobody went to the wrong place!) and President John thanked them for doing 

this. The Committee will consider the location of future meetings when it meets in two weeks, but it is likely 

that we will continue to hold our meetings at this venue. Bruce Dunlop said that we started to meet at the 

Bowling Club many years ago when there was a great deal of commonality between the management of that 

Club and our Probus Club. Given that a large proportion of our Club’s members are also members of the 

Bowling Club (a show of hands indicated that well over half are members of both clubs), Bruce was surprised 

that the Bowling Club had made the decision to change the conditions for meeting there. Richard responded by 

saying that the conditions imposed by the Bowling Club had been non-negotiable. He also said that the Bowling 

Club had been very good to our Probus Club, having hosted our meetings, including providing morning tea, 

without charge for many years. He had written to the Bowling Club thanking them for what they had done for 

our Club. 

After morning tea, Marie Riley introduced Bob Smith who spoke about films of the 50s and 60s. Bob is a 

passionate movie fan, and a former film critic and proprietor of several cinemas. He also has had a long term 

association with Rhoda Roberts through their involvement with Radio Five-O-Plus. Aided by a comprehensive 

set of slides, Bob talked about the time when suburban picture theatres played a large part in the lives of many 

people and families. In those days, going to the movies was an experience – we even dressed up! He also 

reminded us about some of the things that characterised that time: the Wurlitzer organs in most movie theatres, 

people like Bea Miles and Arthur Stace (Mr Eternity), radio personalities like Jack Davy and Bob Dyer, the 

drive-ins, and dance halls like the Trocadero.  In Bob’s early days as a film critic, he saw all of the movies that 

were released in Sydney – some 70 over 17 years. This would be impossible now, with films are being released 

at more than 10 times that rate. Bob listed many of the best films that he had seen, including his Top 10: Gone 

with the Wind, Lawrence of Arabia, Ben Hur, Singin’ in the Rain, The Ten Commandments, The Godfather, 

Casablanca, Zulu, ET and Psycho. Bob concluded by showing us some of the mistakes that had appeared in 

films over the years. Rhoda Roberts thanked Bob for his passion, and for taking us on a trip down memory lane.  

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Pat Fordham. 

John thanked Diane Rudd and Velda Robson for helping with morning tea. John and Barbara Orme volunteered 

to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

John thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.55am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: John Rudd, President …………………                           


