
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 327 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 28 June 2011 

 

In President Rhoda Robert’s absence, Senior Vice President John Rudd opened the meeting at 9.35am and 

welcomed members. 

John then Inducted new Members John and Annette Pagett and welcomed them to the Club. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; tour information, thank you cards from Velda Robson 

and Lorraine Southgate, Bowelscan material from Rotary. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

Balance at 1 March 2011        $994.47 

 

 Year to date May 

   

Income $1890.00 $190.00 

Expenses $1139.30 $18.70 

   

Balance at 31 May 2011         $1815.17 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

Barry also reminded Members that the Avoca Beach Bowling Club supplies our meeting room and morning tea 

without charge. He encouraged all Members to support the Bowling Club by becoming members. 

President’s Report: Vice President John said that President Rhoda was unable to attend today’s meeting due to 

severe laryngitis. John referred to Rhoda’s report in the News Sheet. He also told Members that, due to ill 

health, Col Laybutt has been forced to resign from his position as Speaker Convenor. The Committee had been 

delighted to accept Marie Riley’s offer to take on this responsibility. 

Membership Report: In Membership Officer Reg Davis’ absence, Patrick Leonard said that there were 

37 Members present out of a total membership of 68. There were 4 apologies. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today Marilyn Collins will speak about 

orchids. Future talks will be on Bouddi National Park by Bruce Dunlop in July, the History of Laycock Street 

Theatre in October, and plans for the development of the Gosford waterfront in November. Marie also asked for 

a volunteer to take over her morning tea responsibilities.  

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth said that we will visit a hydroponic rose farm at 

Warnervale in July. In August she will be away, but has organised lunch at Breakers Country Club. There will 

be a visit to historic Luna Park on Friday 16 September. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: In the absence of Joint Welfare Officers Mione Dunbar and Lorraine Southgate, Vice President 

John advised that Reg Davis and Velda Robson were both quite unwell. Jean Johnson was recovering from 

pneumonia, and Ken Bailey had had a fall. 

Bushwalking Report: In Bushwalking convenor Kevin Southgate’s absence, Richard said that 18 people had 

attended last Tuesday’s walk at Kincumber Mountain. Treasurer Barry spoke about next month’s walk that he 

and Marie are leading along the Kincumber waterfront towards Davistown. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that the golf clinic was now completed and encouraged those who 

had participated to join our golfing group. He also said that Diane Rudd had blitzed the field last Friday with an 

excellent round. 

Theatre Report: No report in Theatre Convenor David Dunbar’s absence. 



Profile talk: The Profile Talk was given by Irene Dunlop. Irene was born in Canterbury District Hospital on 

4 June 1928 and grew up in Belmore. She attended Belmore Public School, leaving in 1942 to work at 

Australian Home Journal. She subsequently worked at Yates Seeds and concurrently managed a milk bar at 

Belmore as a second job. During this time she met her husband of 61 years, Bruce. After their marriage, they 

lived with her mother and father until Bruce built their first home in Revesby. Between 1950 and 1958 they had 

3 daughters. Irene worked in Bruce’s office for 15 years. She also joined Revesby Bowling Club, worked on the 

Social Committee and was President for 3 years. Irene and Bruce built a weekender at MacMasters Beach 

which they used as a holiday house until their retirement in 1979 to Wagstaffe. After retirement, they travelled 

extensively overseas and enjoyed their grandchildren, and now 2 great grandchildren. For many years Irene 

played bowls at Avoca Bowling Club with Bruce. She also continued an enjoyable friendship with many ladies 

from the Kincumber Hospital ladies’ Auxiliary, and they formed a “Grannies Club” to raise funds for charities 

Irene’s main hobbies are crocheting for charity and reading poems. She concluded her talk by reading one of 

her favourite poems. 

General Business: None 

After morning tea, Marie Riley introduced our speaker, Marilyn Collins who talked about Orchids. Amongst 

several other retirement activities, Marilyn is Vice President and Secretary of Gosford Society. She had brought 

with her many of her own orchids in full flower including one of her Cattleyas that had won Director’s prize at 

the Mingara Orchid Show held the previous weekend. She said that fewer orchids than normal were flowering 

this winter, probably because of the wet and cold weather. Despite the widely held belief that orchids are rare 

and exotic, they actually make up over 10% of all plant species, with more than 30,000 naturally occurring 

species. Orchids are found growing in all regions – from sea level to alpine, and from the tropics to temperate 

climates. In the wild, orchids grow prolifically in extraordinary and apparently inhospitable places, such as on 

rocks and in trees. It is not surprising, therefore, that species of orchids that are well suited to their environment 

are very easy to grow and need little attention. The climate here on the Central Coast is temperate and relatively 

moist and ideal for species such as Phalaenopsis or “moth orchid”. Other well known species, such as 

Cymbidiums, are much easier to grow in the drier western suburbs of Sydney. Marilyn talked about several of 

the different types of orchids that she had brought along and gave advice about how to grow them. Orchids 

require an open well-drained soil and need to be relatively tight in the pot. They should not be over-watered, 

particularly in the winter, and generally need quite a lot of filtered sunshine. A good way to get into growing 

orchids is to join a local orchid club where you can talk to professional and amateur growers and learn more 

about this fascinating pastime.  Marilyn’s talk generated a lot of interest and there were many questions during 

it and afterwards. Heather Ryan thanked Marilyn for her outstanding talk.  

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Nanette Steanes. 

Vice President John then thanked Robyn Armytage and John Pagett for helping at morning tea. Diane Rudd and 

George Costigan volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

John reminded members of the next General meeting on 26 July. He thanked members for their attendance and 

closed the meeting at 11.15am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Rhoda Roberts, President …………………                           


