
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 328 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 26 July 2011 

 

President Rhoda Robert opened the meeting at 9.35am and welcomed members and guest Camelle Denny. 

At Rhoda’s request, the meeting stood for one minute’s silence to honour Reg Davis who died on 7 July. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; tour information, material from Probus Centre, 

including the annual Register of Probus Clubs and insurance information. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

Balance at 1 March 2011        $994.47 

 

 Year to date June 

   

Income $2040.00 $80.00 

Expenses $1158.00 $18.70 

   

Balance at 30 June 2011         $1876.47 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

Barry also reminded Members that the Avoca Beach Bowling Club supplies our meeting room and morning tea 

without charge. He encouraged all Members to support the Bowling Club by becoming members. 

President’s Report: President Rhoda thanked Vice President John for chairing last month’s meeting when she 

was unable to attend due to severe laryngitis. Rhoda also reported that the Committee is getting close to making 

its recommendations on Honorary Membership and the new Constitution and standing Resolutions. 

Membership Report: Assistant Membership Officer Patrick Leonard said that there were 47 Members present 

out of a total membership of 67, and 1 visitor. There were 7 apologies. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today Bruce Dunlop will speak on the 

Bouddi Peninsula. Next month the Debate will be held. In September John Ralph will speak on photography. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth said that she will be away in August, and 

thanked Lorraine and Kevin Southgate for handling arrangements for lunch at Breakers Country Club. There 

will be a visit to historic Luna Park on Friday 16 September. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs apologised that a formatting error had resulted in the omission of the names 

of Audrey Owen, Kevin Southgate and Judith Blight from the July birthday list. 

Welfare Report: Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate sais that Frances Goddard is in hospital but is improving. 

She was pleased to see Velda Robson back today with her new knee, and Jean Johnson after her pneumonia. 

Bushwalking Report: In Bushwalking convenor Kevin Southgate spoke about the excellent walk led by Barry 

and Marie Riley along the Kincumber waterfront towards Davistown. Next month we will visit the Kokoda 

Memorial Walk at Concord, led by Fred Leake. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan lamented that the heavy rain washed out last week’s golf. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar said the theatre group will go to Boy Meets Girl this Sunday. 

He is also considering getting a group together to see The Mousetrap in November. 

Historical presentation: Richard Collins said that he had been very pleased when, as Historian Fred Leake had 

introduced the practice of Historical Presentations at our meetings. As well as informing Members about what 

had occurred in the past, they have provided insights into how our Club has evolved into what it is today. As 

part of the process of documenting our history, Richard and Fred Leake have recently completed a major 

project. They have developed a complete list of the over 300 guest speakers at General Meetings during the 

27 years of our Club’s existence. This had required Fred to spend many days working through past Minutes 



books and compiling 13 pages of handwritten notes! Richard entered this list into the computer, and then he and 

Fred worked together to eliminate errors. The resulting document makes very interesting reading and should be 

a valuable resource for the Club. Richard spoke briefly about a few of the talks, some well before he joined the 

Club, and some that left a lasting impact on him. He offered to make the list available to any Member wishing 

to learn more about what had happened in the past or simply, as he had done, wanting to take a trip down 

memory lane. He suggested that consideration be given to putting the list on the Club’s web site. Richard 

concluded by saying that the Club was greatly indebted to those who had served as Speaker Convenor over the 

years, and read their names from a list of all of the Club’s Office Bearers that he and Fred had also recently 

compiled. 

General Business: Kevin Southgate informed Members that the $2.50 concession ticket now included the light 

rail in Sydney. 

Ern Williams referred to the movie Red Dog that is about to be released which is based on the true story of a 

stray dog in the Pilbara. He said that he had seen that dog many times when he worked in the region. 

After morning tea, Marie Riley introduced our speaker, Bruce Dunlop. Bruce spoke about the history of the 

Bouddi peninsula. He told how Captain Cook had sailed past the coast of the peninsula and named Cape Three 

Points. Just 5 weeks after the arrival of the First Fleet, Captain Arthur Phillip entered Brisbane Water and 

camped on St Huberts Island. The area was subsequently populated by subsistence farmers, shell burners, 

shingle splitters and loggers, often ex-convicts. The Bouddi National Park owes its existence to Mary Byles, the 

first female solicitor in New Sough Wales and a conservationist far ahead of her time. Throughout most of the 

1800s the Central Coast could only be accessed by ship, or on land through Wisemans Ferry. In 1888, the rail 

bridge over the Hawkesbury River and the Woy Woy tunnel were completed, both major engineering feats for 

the time. The linking of the train line from Sydney to Brooklyn with the line from Woy Woy north completely 

changed the type of person who came to this region. However, there was no road access to many of the coastal 

areas of our district for many more years. Bruce spoke about the wrecking of the paddle steamer Maitland 

which sailed from Sydney in 1898 into a heavy gale. The wreck was seen by people at Barrenjoey Lighthouse 

who alerted police and nuns from the Kincumber convent. However, due to the remoteness and lack of road 

access, it was many days before the survivors were finally rescued. Bruce then presented a most interesting 

DVD on the history of the area. The old photographs and interviews with long-term residents of Hardys Bay, 

Wagstaffe and Pretty Beach, including Bruce, gave us insights into what life was like in our district in earlier 

years. Bruce also spoke about his interactions with Turo Downs, an iconic aboriginal character who was part of 

the region for some decades. The DVD and a book, The Bouddi Peninsula – a very special place, are available 

from Wagstaffe store. Ken Robson thanked Bruce for his wonderful presentation and Marie and Barry Riley for 

providing and operating the projection equipment. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Velda Robson. 

President Rhoda then thanked Diane Rudd and George Costigan for helping at morning tea. Bev Tysoe and 

Thelma Leonard volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

Rhoda reminded members of the next General meeting on 30 August at which we will hear the final of the 

Debating competition. She thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.15am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Rhoda Roberts, President …………………                           


