
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 313 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 27 April 2010 

President David Dennison opened the meeting at 9.30 am. 

To mark Anzac Day, the meeting stood and sang the National Anthem. It being John Orme’s birthday, the 

meeting also sang Happy Birthday to him. 

President David then inducted Robin Armytage and Greg McNiff and welcomed them to the Club. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other clubs; travel and tour brochures; letters accepting the 

resignations of Norm Walsh, Perc Fitzpatrick and Gordon Maxwell. At the Committee’s request, Richard 

read the letter to Gordon which thanked him for his service to the Club as Editor (1990 – 1993); Vice 

President (1993); President (1994); Secretary (1996 – 1997); and Auditor (1999 – 2010). 

Treasurer’s Report: In Treasurer Barry Riley’s absence, Kevin Southgate provided the following 

information about the Club’s accounts: 

 

Balance at 1 March 2010        $1064.01 

 

 Year to date March 

   

Income $730.00 $730.00 

Expenses $212.50 $212.50 

   

Balance at 31 March 2010         $1581.51 

The Report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President David thanked Mike Ryan and Fred Leake for organising an excellent trip to 

Gloucester. He also said how pleased he was to have two ladies on the Committee – Rhoda Roberts whose 

responsibilities included managing the activities of all the coopted members, and Ruth Charlesworth who 

is doing an excellent job arranging the social activities. 

Membership Report: In Membership Officer Reg Davis’ absence, John Orme said that there were 

42 Members present and 9 Apologies. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: In Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard’s absence, Kevin Southgate said that 

the May speaker will discuss the Australian Rotary Research Fund. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth reported that she had $367.10 in the Social 

account at the beginning of the month. Since then there have been receipts of $220.00 and expenditures of 

$137.50, making the current balance $449.60. Ruth needs money today for the May Fort Dennison trip. In 

June she is arranging a morning tea at the Ken Duncan gallery. In August she plans a Friday at the races! 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Mione Dunbar referred to the material in the News Sheet. Several 

members have been visiting Murray Coutts and Mione encouraged more to do this. President David said 

that Eunice Hodgkins was doing well. John Orme advised that Peter Goddard is to have a hip operation. 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard Collins introduced Rhoda Roberts who has arranged 

next month’s walk around the waterfront at Fagans Bay. Rhoda encouraged more people to attend this 

walk with an offering of lamingtons. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that the Gloucester trip had been outstandingly successful, and 

we will plan more such trips in the future. He encouraged more members to participate in the golfing and 

congratulated Colin Laybutt for his impressive 40 off the stick last Friday. 

Bowls Report: No report as Bowls coordinator Reg Davis was away. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar referred to the material in the News Sheet. 



Historical Presentation: Historian Fred Leake introduced Lerryn Mutton and Richard Collins to talk about 

the Debates. Lerryn said that at Concord Rotary Club, which he had joined in 1956, he had always enjoyed 

the debates that this Club organised between 4 local high schools. In 1994 he therefore proposed that our 

Club do something similar. This was agreed and Lerryn established the debates in essentially the same 

format as we now have. He managed this activity for 13 years until 2007 when Richard took them over. 

The debates involve Erina High School (5 times winners), Green Point Christian College (2), Central Coast 

Grammar School (5) and Kincumber High School (2), with Terrigal High School (1) participating early on. 

Debating teams from these schools meet in two heats at East Gosford Probus Club and Avoca Beach 

Probus Club. The winners for the heats debate in a final at the August meeting of our Club. A shield is 

presented to the winning team and held by them until the next year’s debates. Richard congratulated 

Lerryn on his vision in establishing this activity and said that his task of maintaining the Debate tradition 

had been much easier than Lerryn’s in establishing it. The challenges are contacting all of the teachers and 

finding suitably qualified adjudicators. On one occasion this task had to be performed by former member 

Murray Couttes. Richard said that he tried to select topics that are of interest to both generations that are 

present. Recent topics include “That Australia is a greedy country”, “That last Century’s challenges were 

more daunting than this Century’s”, and “That the Global Financial Crisis is a good thing”.   

General Business:  Bruce Dunlop mentioned that Kincumber Rotary Club aims to establish a memorial to 

the shipbuilders of the Central Coast. He invited Members to participate in a trip on one of the boats built 

at Cockle Creek on Sunday. 

Kevin Southgate reminded Members that annual fees are now due. 

Secretary Richard said that he and Fred Leake had made a list of all Office Bearers in the Club since its 

inception. Copies are available to any who want them. 

David Dunbar congratulated Barry Riley on our new web site and encouraged Members to support him. 

Sid Holmes mentioned that he is recovering from a recent accident and had led his section of the Anzac 

Day march in a wheelchair. 

Len Fricker said how much he and Esme had appreciated the inclusion in last month’s News Sheet of a 

photograph of Esme and him taken at the time of their marriage 65 years ago. 

The meeting adjourned for morning tea at 10.10am. 

After morning tea, Kevin Southgate introduced our speaker Fiona Mealing who spoke about her life. Fiona 

was born at her home in England in 1953, her mother having been prevented from going to hospital by 

very severe floods. Her family moved to Cyprus in 1960 and she recounted how much she had enjoyed 

3 idyllic childhood years in this beautiful place. From an early age she had experience severe health 

problems which had necessitated many operations. She had her only child in 1973 after moving to 

Australia. She subsequently required major surgery which gave her 20 years of good heath. In 1997 after 

years of kidney failure requiring dialysis several time each day, she received a kidney transplant which was 

equivalent to being given a new life. It is said that recipients of organ transplants often acquire some of the 

characteristics of the donor – in Fiona’s case, she developed a taste for beer which was never there before! 

Even though she had subsequently experienced more health problems, she remains positive about the 

future and filled with hope for the years ahead. In subsequent discussion Fiona mentioned that Australia 

has a very low rate of organ donation. Agreeing to donate your organs on your driving license is not 

enough – it is essential that your relatives also understand your wishes because they will need to agree if 

the situation ever arises. John Orme thanked Fiona for her interesting talk. 

President David thanked Heather and Mike Ryan for their help with morning tea. Velda Robson and Fred 

Leake volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Heather Ryan. 

President David reminded members of the next General Meeting on 25 May. He thanked members for their 

attendance and closed the meeting at 11.20 pm. 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: David Dennison, President ………………… 


