
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 352 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 23 July 2013 

 

President Thelma Leonard opened the meeting at 9.35am, welcoming Members and guests:  Jenny Baker, Rita and 

Dennis Byrne, and Sue and Ray Wearne. Thelma requested that mobile phones be turned off. 

Thelma then welcomed Tony Kelly who has rejoined the Club. 

Roy and Leone Bird volunteered to assist with morning tea. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: Richard said that he hoped that membership cards would shortly be available for 

those who do not have them. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel brochures; Bowelcare brochures. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $312.58 

 Year to date June  
Income $2250.00 $300.00  

Expenses $1542.86 $44.41  

  Balance $1019.72 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2013        $1006.14 

 Year to date June  

Deposits $500.00 nil  

Interest 13.47 $3.65  

Withdrawals nil nil  

        Balance $1519.61 

Combined net balance at 31 June 2013       $2539.33 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President Thelma reported that at its next meeting the Committee will consider the Constitution 

changes proposed by Probus South Pacific Limited.  

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Rudd reported that there were 47 Members present out of a total 

membership of 76, and 5 visitors. There were 11 apologies: from John and Annette Pagett, Ruth and Reg 

Charlesworth, Arthur Adeney, Col and Rhonda Laybutt, Gloria Reid, Lorraine Southgate, Jenny Godfrey and Peggy 

Horton. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley advised that she has arranged the following speakers: 

today: Andrew Kfoury about the history of the ambulance service; September: Arthur Adeney on Africa; October: an 

energy efficiency consultant. 

Social Convenor’s Report: In Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth’s absence, Yvonne Chandler presented this report. 

At Yvonne’s request, Rhoda Roberts spoke about the excellent evening that we had a Thelma and Patrick’s place and 

thanked all who had attended and contributed. In August we will have lunch at the Empire Bay Tavern. In September 

we will visit the Australian Currency Museum, and in October the NSW Mounted Police. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs advised that the application to Gosford City Council for a printing grant had been 

successful. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Elizabeth Butler said that it was good to see Bruce Dunlop here. Our thoughts 

are with several members: Lorraine Southgate as she starts her chemo; Thelma who will shortly have eye surgery; and 

Ann Madin who needs more surgery. Elizabeth also read a thankyou card from Wendy Coney. 

Bushwalking Report: John Sutton thanked John and Diane Rudd for leading an excellent walk at Blue Lagoon last 

Tuesday, attended by 18 people. The next walk will be along the shore of Tuggerah Lake. 

Golf Report: Golf Organiser John Rudd said that there was little golfing news, and also that all the other sporting news 

was bad. 



Theatre: Richard Collins spoke about a big band concert at the Impact Centre on Saturday 3 August. 

News Spot: Thelma advised that 8 people came yesterday on the early walk from Kincumber to Davistown and back. 

Gerry Turner spoke about the success of her granddaughter. 

Thelma also said that there were books to borrow or keep in the foyer. 

General Business: Thelma said that there are a few vacancies on a three day trip to Gulgong and Mudgee from 22 to 

24 October being organised by Macs Garden Club. 

Richard said that the organisation for this year’s three debates is complete. The topic for our debate is “That politics is 

an honourable profession”. There is no truth in the rumour that the future of the debates is in doubt. 

Five Minute talk: Wally Tuffs told us how our monthly News Sheets are prepared. Many people within the Club 

contribute material to Wally on the diverse areas covered in the News Sheet. All material is currently submitted by 

email. Wally copies this material and pastes it into the relevant place in the document, making Editorial changes when 

needed. Wally took us through the current News Sheet, much of which is still in the format established by his 

predecessors. Wally completes his Editorial work by converting the News Sheet into a pdf file and emailing it to the 

very cooperative people at Gosford Council Printing Department. They print and staple the News Sheets and Wally 

collects the completed documents. When Wally is away, Barry Riley does the Editorial work. Thelma thanked Wally 

for his enormous contribution of effort and time each month. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Speaker: Through her personal experience of the Ambulance Service, Marie Riley identified this as a very good topic 

for our monthly speaker and was happy to introduce Andrew Kfoury to us.  Andrew is stationed at the Wyong Branch 

of the local Ambulance Service. Andrew’s introductory review reminded us of milestones in the development of this 

world class service. We learnt that the first ambulance service was established in 1895 at Railway Square in Sydney.  

1912 saw the first motor vehicle ambulance, and in 1937 the first radio controlled vehicle was in use. 

An overview of major disasters which used the Ambulance Service extensively brought back memories – the 

Granville train disaster, Hilton bombing, Pacific Highway bus accident, Newcastle earthquake, boat collision on 

Sydney Harbour, flood rescues, and Heathcote bus smash were but a few of these. The main aim of the Ambulance 

Service is to support disasters and medical emergencies, providing a very high quality in their work. The addition of 

protective care ambulances was followed by the air ambulance established in 1967, and an advanced life support 

service in 1976.  There are currently 3700 staff at 266 locations, with 800 ambulances 300 support vehicles, 4 fixed 

wing aircraft and 9 helicopters at work. The Service vehicles and aircraft carry equipment for any kind of emergency, 

of particular value when immediate care is available for conditions such as heart attacks, stroke or asthma attacks.  

With this equipment officers and paramedics can supply pre-hospital care, increasing the positive outcomes for these 

patients. More recent streaming of services specific to the illness to be treated has also been an improvement.  This 

includes transport to the hospital best able to treat the condition involved. In addition, better outcomes are obtained by 

giving the right support for the patient. The addition of a stroke team and the method devised on the Central Coast is a 

specialised service now in use around the world.  The outcomes are awesome and meet criteria. Sue Schmid thanked 

Andrew for an excellent talk. 

The Lucky Door Prize, drawn by Andrew Kfoury, was won by Bill Clark. 

Thelma thanked all who had helped with morning tea and setting up the venue for the meeting. She also thanked all 

for their attendance, and closed the meeting at 11.40am. 

 

 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Thelma Leonard, President …………………                           


