
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 303 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 23 June 2009 

 

President Kevin Southgate opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed Members and their partners.  

 

President Kevin then inducted Denise Lawrence into the Club and congratulated her. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other clubs; travel brochures; Bowelscan forms. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following summary of the Club’s finances, 

allowing for outstanding cheques: 

 

Balance at 1 March 2009        $1,757.28 

 

 Year to date May 

   

Income $1895.00 $420.00 

Expenses $1277.91 $260.50 

   

Balance at 30 April 2009         $2374.37 

 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Kevin referred to his report in the News Sheet. He also asked members to 

consider serving the Club in either of the remaining vacant positions: Junior Vice-President and Assistant 

Social Convenor (to take over as Social Convenor from David Dennison next year). He encouraged 

members to participate in the social activities, including the Hawkesbury River cruise in September. 

Kevin also called out Bruce and Irene Dunlop, congratulated them on their 60th Wedding Anniversary, and 

the meeting sang “For They Are Jolly Good Fellows”. 

 

Membership Report: In Membership Officer John Rudd’s absence, Harry Goodban reported that 

39 Members (60% of the total membership of 65) were present. There were 2 visitors and 7 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that next month Rudy Bartels would 

speak about nutrition. Today Peter Moore will speak about the Cochlear implant. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison reported that there is currently about $257 in 

the Social account. David is collecting deposits for the Hawkesbury River historic cruise on 8 September. 

He also has details to hand out for the trip to Fort Scratchley near Newcastle on 15 July. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate said that the report is as in the News Sheet. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard said that last Tuesday the weather was terrible and 

got worse as the morning progressed. Only 5 came to Kincumba Mountain, and just two (Fred Leake and 

Richard) walked. They were soaked! Next month’s walk will be at Katandra Reserve. 

 

Golf Report: No report in Golf Leader Mike Ryan’s absence. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis said that, due to players dropping out he had been forced to cancel 

the Club’s participation in the Jim Price Memorial trophy game on 29 June. 



 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar referred to the material in the News Sheet. 

 

Profile talk: Col Laybutt gave a most interesting presentation about his life. He left school at the age of 14 

after attending 5 primary schools and 3 high schools. He initially worked in a bank, but always wanted to 

become a cabinet maker. Then, after completion of an apprenticeship as a fitter and machinist, he worked 

in a drawing office. He and his wife Rhonda have known each other since they were 14 and 12. After they 

married he joined the Army in one of only two survey corps in the world (the other was in Russia – both 

have now been disbanded). He spent 25 years in the Army, was commissioned through the ranks, and 

retired at the rank of Major. Following a 4 year apprenticeship which he began at are 49, he worked as a 

professional woodturner for a number of years. He is an active member of a Lions Club and recently 

became a member of Brisbane Water Brass band – the best thing, he says, that he ever did apart from 

marrying Rhonda! Col concluded by commenting on the many ways that his life has intersected with that 

of Richard Collins – his visit to see Silliac in the School of Physics at the University of Sydney, their 

association with the Department of Defence Industrial Mobilisation Course, their joint interest in 

woodturning and playing in a band where they met, and now, membership of the Probus Club of 

Kincumber. 

 

General Business: After morning tea, President Kevin presented a 25 year Membership Certificate to Ken 

Gosby. He also congratulated George Burt who will be 92 next Tuesday. 

 

Kevin mentioned that the Committee has formed a small working party consisting of himself, Richard 

Collins, Fred Leake and John Orme to consider how best to treat the matter of Inactive Members in the 

future. The working party would appreciate comments from members on this matter. 

 

Patrick Leonard then introduced our speaker, Peter Moore – a recipient of dual Cochlear implants – who 

spoke about this technology. The Cochlear implant is an Australian innovation based on research initiated 

by Professor Graeme Clark in the Department of Otolaryngology at the University of Melbourne. The first 

human cochlear implant was done in 1978, and in 1983 cochlear implants became commercially available. 

The Cochlear technology was developed in Australia and is made locally, in Lane Cove. Over 160,000 

implants have been delivered around the world. Peter has had no hearing in one ear since the 1950s. Seven 

years ago after losing most of the hearing in the other ear, people were only able to communicate with him 

through written messages. His Cochlear implants have transformed his life, enabling him to live in an 

essentially normal way. Although the limited frequency discrimination afforded by the implants has 

prevented him from continuing his participation in group singing, for the first time has been able to benefit 

from hearing in both ears. Peter discussed the central role that hearing plays in the way that we live. He 

described the mechanism of hearing, and how the Cochlear implant restores hearing in otherwise 

profoundly deaf people by stimulating the nerves that send impulses to the brain. He showed a DVD 

describing the benefits of the Cochlear implant, and the Cochlear company’s commitment to delivering the 

ultimate reliability and achieving the best improvement in the quality of life for implant recipients. The 

DVD also discussed the benefits of achieving early hearing in children and the role of clinical trials and 

continuing innovation in improving the technology. People aged from 3 months to over 100 years have 

received Cochlear implants! Peter also discussed other implant developments by the Cochlear company, 

including BAHA (the bone anchored hearing aid), and research aimed at treating epilepsy and paraplegia. 

The talk was followed by a lively discussion. Richard Collins thanked Peter for a most stimulating talk. 

 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Velda Robson. 

 

Jean Johnson and Lorraine Southgate volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting of the Club 

on 28 July. 

 

Kevin then thanked Members and guests for their attendance, and closed the meeting at 11.40 am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Kevin Southgate, President ……………………... 


