
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 325 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 19 April 2011 

President Rhoda Roberts opened the meeting at 9.35am welcoming Members. 

The meeting stood and sang the National Anthem to honour Anzac Day. At Rhoda’s request all former ex-

servicemen remained standing and spoke briefly about their war experience: 

Lerryn Mutton joined the RAAF in 1943 and trained as a pilot at Temora, Point Cook and Williamtown. He 

flew Beaufighters for 9 months in Borneo. At the end of the War, Lerryn flew the mission that dropped 

messages to a Japanese group ordering their leaders to sign the surrender. After his service ended he was 

promoted from Warrant Officer to Pilot Officer. In 2000 he was a member of a group that returned to Sandakan 

for commemorative events. 

Col Laybutt was a member of the Royal Australian Survey Corp from 1964 to 1988. He served in Vietnam 

from November 1968 to November 1969. The maps that his group prepared for troops who went on missions 

were the most up-to-date in the world, often being updated as late as 4am on the day of the mission. Col was a 

Corporal in Vietnam, and retired from the Army as a Major. 

John Orme joined the RAF at age 18 and trained as a Sergeant Pilot in Texas. He returned to the UK after 

training but the War ended before he was able to fly on any mission. 

Reg Davis served in the RAF as an aircraft mechanic from 1942 to 1943. He spent much his time in the air 

force in Iceland. 

Sid Holmes served in the Middle East and in Bomber Command in the UK. He is President of the Combined 

Aircrew Association. 

Rhoda then inducted new members Pam Robertson and Laurie McClure and welcomed them to the club. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

Balance at 1 March 2011        $994.47 

 

 Year to date March 

   

Income $1270.00 $1270.00 

Expenses $116.78 $116.78 

   

Balance at 31 March 2011         $2147.69 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

Barry reminded members that Annual fees are now due. So far, 48 members have paid their fees. 

On the recommendation of Probus South Pacific, Barry moved that our Club authorise the Treasurer to make 

electronic funds transfers on our bank accounts. This was Seconded by John Orme. Barry pointed out that only 

one person was required to authorise electronic banking, rather than two for our normal cheque account. The 

motion was passed unanimously.  

President’s Report: President Rhoda welcomed our guests to the meeting and asked them to stand and introduce 

themselves. Glenda Edwards and Hilda Wood are both living at Brentwood, and have come along at the 

invitation of new member Pat Fordham. Both may be interested in joining the Club. Glenda was a member of 

Gosford Blue Waters Probus Club, and Hilda was a member of Cronulla Probus Club. Rhoda then 

congratulated Joyce and David Kenny on their 50th Wedding Anniversary and presented them with a card. She 

then congratulated Reg Davis, and former member Murray Coutts, on their 90th birthdays. At Rhoda’s request, 

Fred Leake spoke briefly about Murray’s career as a teacher, during which he was a headmaster for many years. 

Murray had also adjudicated some of our Debates. Reg has been Vice President, President and is currently 

Membership Officer. The meeting sang Happy Birthday to Reg and Murray. 



Membership Report: Membership Officer Reg Davis said that there were 43 Members present out of a total 

membership of 68, and 2 visitors. There were 10 apologies. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Col Laybutt said that in May our speakers will be Kimberly 

Mahy and Hilda Bird from Radio 50+. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth said that in May we will visit the Museum of 

Ancient Culture at Macquarie University. In June we will take a bus trip to Williamtown Air base. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate advised that Frances Goddard is having knee 

surgery. Velda Robson has had a fall but is now getting about. (She and Ken subsequently made it to the 

meeting.) 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking convenor Kevin Southgate said that the May walk will be along the 

Ettalong Brach. He also thanked David Dennison for the PROBUS sign that he made which is helping guide 

our walkers to the starting point. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that the golf/bushwalking holiday at Blackheath from 29 March to 

1 April 2011 had been a very nostalgic and enjoyable event. The golfers had played at Blackheath golf course 

twice – the first in beautiful conditions, and the second time with fog, rain and cold. Mike has organised three 

of these holidays, but is now looking for a volunteer to take on this responsibility. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar said that in May the theatre group will attend a night of one 

act plays, and in July they will see “Boy meets girl”. 

General Business: Richard Collins drew members’ attention to the material in the News Sheet on Honorary 

Membership. Members are requested to send their views on this matter to the Committee which will then 

prepare a draft policy for discussion at a future general meeting. 

Richard said that he was looking for someone to take on the responsibility of organising the August debates. 

Barbara Orme informed members about a 4 week golf clinic at Terrigal Golf Club from 27 April. 

Richard then read from the Minutes of the General Meeting on 22 May 2007 at which Fred Leake had given his 

first Historical Presentation. Fred spoke about how the Club’s Lucky Door Prize came into being. Originally, 

members and guests played Two Up, a practice started by the Club’s fourth President Norm Baker in 1987. 

However, the Club’s sixth President, Ken Secker, did not like the practice and Fred, then on the Committee, 

suggested that it be replaced with a Lucky Door prize. Richard said that he had found the Two-up set in boxes 

of material that he had inherited from Don Wiseman. To mark Anzac Day, members then enjoyed a game of 

“Heads and Tails” which was won by Barry Riley. 

After morning tea, Col Laybutt introduced our speaker, Trevor Phelps from the Cancer Council. Trevor spoke 

about the 5 main forms of cancer: breast cancer, prostate cancer, skin cancer, bowel cancer and lung cancer. He 

emphasised the importance of a healthy lifestyle and prevention strategies to reduce the harm that cancer can 

do. Everyone should eat a proper diet with lots of fruit and vegetables, less meat and more fish, and limited 

alcohol. Above all, don’t smoke. Regular check-ups facilitate early detection of cancer – two thirds of cancers 

that are detected early can be cured. Everyone should watch for warning signs, such as lumps, or changes in 

moles or in bowel habits. Trevor also spoke about the work of the Cancer Council which raises $50M each year 

to help fight cancer. The Council offers information, and provides advice and resources about cancer. All of this 

can be accessed by calling 131120. After questions, John Orme thanked Trevor for his talk.  

President Rhoda advised that Vice President John Rudd will chair the next meeting as she and Stan will be 

overseas. Rhoda then thanked Anne and John Mulford and Nanette Steanes for helping at morning tea. David 

and Joyce Kenny volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Barry Riley, making it 2 prizes for him at this meeting! 

President Rhoda reminded members of the next General meeting on 24 May. She thanked members for their 

attendance and closed the meeting at 11.35am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Rhoda Roberts, President …………………                           


