
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 362 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 27 May 2014 

President John Sutton opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming Members and visitors Debra Cresswell, Phil Hill, 

Ruth Mills (Millsy), Joan Vella and Jeff Bradshaw. 

  

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Yvonne Chandler presented the Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 

22 April 2014.  The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting.  

Business arising from the Minutes: President John Sutton commented on the recent enjoyable Bushwalking and Social 

Events and thanked leaders Ruth and Reg Charlesworth and Marie Riley.   

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel brochures.  Laurie and Pam McLure notified us of their 

reluctant resignation as members due to travel commitments and the PSPLRG sent a copy of their latest report from a 

Queensland Probian – an ongoing matter.  

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley presented the following report on the current state of the Club’s finances:  

 

Cheque account 

Balance at 1 March 2014        $350.45 

 Year to date May  

Income $1691.25 Nil  

Expenses $1267.59 $87.84  

  Balance $774.11 

Savings account 

Balance at 1 March 2014        $1042.76 

 

 Year to date May   

Deposits $1210.00 $710.00  

Interest $3.48 $8.11  

Withdrawals  nil  

        Balance $2257.87 

Combined net balance at May 11 2014       $3031.98 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. Barry reminded members that membership renewal fees are due. 

President’s Report: President John Sutton was pleased to report that the planned coach trip to Bellingen later in the 

year is progressing well.  He spoke of the 5 Lands Walk scheduled for 21 June, telling us that some members are 

planning to do at least part of that walk. A brochure is available for anyone interested in joining in.   

Induction of new members: Ruth Mills and Phyl Hill were inducted as members by President John Sutton.  They 

received their badges and a copy of the Constitution.  We learnt that Ruth has a background in music and Phyl in 

administration.  They are welcome additions to our membership. 

Membership Report: Assistant Membership Officer Col Laybutt reported that there were 55 Ordinary Members and 

2 Life Member present. There were 9 apologies: Jahne Peart, Max Newman, Peggy Morton, Nev Owen, Denise 

Lawrence, Wendy Coney, John and Diane Rudd, and Rhonda Laybutt.   

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley reminded us of today’s speaker - David Rosenberg who 

will tell of his experiences working at Pine Gap.  In June our presentation will be by Hannah Rosington from 

Medicare with information on the introduction of the E Health Records program. Assistant Speaker Convenor 

Hermione Dunbar will lead the speaking program in July and September.   

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Gloria Reid told of the enjoyable visit to the Afghanistan Artifacts display 

at the Art Gallery.  Our trip by ferry from Ettalong to Palm Beach for lunch at the RSL will be on the 10th June.  

Travel arrangements are available today.  A tour of the Jewish Museum is planned for July. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Pat Fordham thanked contributors for submitting items on time.  Any suggestions for new 

ideas for the Newsletter will be welcome.    

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Elizabeth Butler told us of Wendy Coney’s fall which has caused some 

unhappiness.  We wish her well as she recovers. 



Bushwalking Report: Convenor Reg Charlesworth called our walk through Katandra Reserve “a good day” through a 

second-to-none bushland area.  In June we will take a flat walk, suitable for all abilities, around Chittaway Bay, 

returning to Lions Park for a picnic lunch.   

Theatre Report: Convenor Barbara Orme reminded members that there are two more performances to be held the Woy 

Woy Theatre on 10 August and 9 November.  There is a potential to attend the performance of Phantom of the Opera 

at Laycock Theatre in the near future.  Details will be available at the next meeting. 

Bookshare: Convenor Jenny Baker reviewed available books this month.  She is happy that the borrowing of books is  

going well. 

Inter Club Liaison: Convenor Thelma Leonard met for lunch with members from other Clubs in our area.  She invited 

an exchange of Newsletters by email, and told of planned activities by other Clubs for our possible attendance.  

Saratoga Probus is planning a Fairground Follies on 23 July and Berkley Vale advises of a Tasmanian Cruise in 

December and a trip to Gloucester in October.  

Profile talk: Member Sid Homes gave us a detailed and colourful report of events in his life.  President John Sutton 

thanked him. 

News Spot: Debating Convenor Richard Collins spoke of developments in the planned Debating Competition to be 

held in August.  This year it will not be necessary to hold a round robin format.  Richard asked members to suggest 

possible topics for the debates.  Elizabeth Long produced information of items she has for sale and placed an 

information sheet for anyone interested.  Lorraine advised members of a coach trip to Bowral, Joadja, and Floriade run 

by the MacMasters Garden Club  

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea prepared by Isabelle Drew and Hermione Dunbar.sabelle    

The meeting resumed at 10.30am.   

Speaking Convenor Marie Riley introduced our speaker for the day David Rosenberg, author of the book ‘Inside Pine 

Gap.” 

David Rosenberg spoke of his experiences working for the NSA in the United States for 4 years and Pine Gap in 

Australia for 18 years.  Particular emphasis was given to the time in Pine Gap, highlighting the fact that this is a joint 

facility between the USA and Australia which commenced operation in the 1960s. 

Joint security concerns identified in the ANZUS Pact in 1951 led to this facility being developed as a protection 

against aggression in the Pacific.  The general purpose of Pine Gap, near Alice Springs, was to detect electronic 

signals not found by traditional methods.  One specific example of the usefulness of the centre was the detection and 

tracking of the lost US Air Force Captain Scott OGrady and the monitoring of his condition for 4 days until he could 

be rescued safely.   

Ralph Brown passed the vote of thanks to David and President John Sutton presented the bottle of wine.     

 The Lucky Door Prize was drawn by David Rosenberg.    

President John Sutton thanked all who had helped with setting up and preparing morning tea, closed the meeting at 

11.30am and invited all to lunch at the Kincumber Pub. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: John Sutton, President ………………………………… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


