
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 337 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 24 April 2012 

 

In President John Rudd’s absence, Vice President Thelma Leonard opened the meeting at 9.30am, welcoming 

Members and guests Cheryl Dennison, Jill Smith and Trish Verity. 

The meeting stood and sang the National Anther to honour Anzac Day. 

Thelma then inducted Yvonne Chandler and Ann Madin and welcomed them to the Club. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes. The Minutes were 

accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; tour information. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

 

Balance at 1 March 2012        $1075.00 

 

 Year to date March 

   

Income    $1020.00 1020.00 

Expenses $60.00 $60.00 

   

Balance at 31 March 2012       $2035.00 

 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: Vice President Thelma said that President John was currently in the West Indies watching 

the cricket test matches, and referred members to his message in the News Sheet. 

Membership Report: Membership Officer John Pagett said that the total membership now stands at 69, 

including the two new members. There were 43 Members present, and 3 visitors. There were 9 apologies: from 

Colin Laybutt, Robyn Armytage, Pam Robertson, Laurie McLure, Peggy Horton, Ern Williams, Pat Fordham, 

Jean Johnson and Nev Owen. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today’s speaker will be Alan Flores on 

recent trends in libraries. Future speakers will be Bob Smith on films of the 50s and 60s (May), and Tom 

Richmond on Ginger Meggs (June). Marie would welcome suggestions from Members for speakers. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth said that there had been no social event in April 

due to Easter. Future Social events are: the Kooindah Waters Sculpture on the Greens in May; the SES facility 

at Erina in June; and the Laycock Street Theatre in July.  

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate reported recent falls from Mike Ryan and John Orme 

(both here today, but unable to play golf), Peggy Horton and Amber Byrnes. Ern Williams has bronchitis.  

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking Convenor Kevin Southgate said that 21 people attended last Tuesday’s walk 

along the Davistown waterfront, which had been very enjoyable despite being cut short due to rain. During 

lunch after the walk, we continued Janet Smith’s 90th birthday celebrations with a cake. The walk in May will 

be from Picnic Point at The Entrance along the waterfront towards Long Jetty. Next week we will go to Nelson 

Bay for the combined bushwalking and golfing trip. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said that last Friday’s golf outing had been unique in the history of the 

Club, being attended by 4 ladies. To mark this, Mike presented each of them with a gift wrapped golf ball. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor Anne Swan reported that a cinema group had been established and will meet 

on the first Tuesday of each month. Today we will go to the Avoca Beach theatre immediately after the meeting 

to view The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel. 

Profile Talk: Helen Sutton spoke about her life. She was born in Muswellbrook and shortly afterwards her 

family moved to Bexley where she grew up. Her father had served in the Middle East and Papua New Guinea 

during the Second World War. After she left school she took up fencing and was part of the group that trained 



for the 1956 Olympics. She went to Sydney Teachers’ College and became a primary school teacher. She 

taught in kindergarten for 4 years at Penshurst Infants School, which she particularly enjoyed.  She met John at 

age 21, and they were married in 1958. Shortly afterwards, they moved to West Pymble where they lived for 

nearly 50 years. After their 3 children were old enough, she went back to teaching at Warrawee School for 

10 years. At the end of 1979 she went trekking in Nepal with two of her children – an experience that she 

described a “magical”. Over the years she has taken several courses in diverse areas of interest. In 1992 after 

bushfires had come close to their home, she joined the SES and served with that organisation for 8 years, 

including during the 2000 Olympics. In 2008 they sold West Pymble and moved to the Central Coast. Helen 

concluded by saying that she and John love the relaxed lifestyle of the Central Coast. 

General Business: None 

After morning tea, Marie Riley introduced our speaker, Alan Flores, who is Library Services Manager at 

Gosford City Council. Alan told us that Gosford Council has one of the most extensive Council library services 

in NSW. His annual budget is $5.5M, which translates to 8 cents per day, or $35 per year, per resident. The 

Kincumber School of Arts was a public library for many years from 1948. Currently, the library has about 

60 staff, 33 of whom are fully trained librarians. It has over 200,000 lending items, including about 

10,000 music albums and 1500 eBooks. The library also has many reference collections, including some of 

local significance. It purchases about 500 books each week and throws out a similar number. The average life 

of a paperback is only 6 months. The library operates out of 9 buildings and has 4 vehicles. It also offers early 

morning lending services at Gosford and Woy Woy stations. Although there has been a downward trend in 

lending numbers over the past decade, Alan sees growth areas in holdings for children and local studies. Alan 

said that advances in modern technology mean that the nature of libraries is changing. For example, we will see 

more electronic lending and also automated lending libraries open 24 hours each day, with no staff for much of 

the time. However, he believes that there will be a need for a continuing conventional library service into the 

foreseeable future. Following an extensive question and answer period, Anne Mulford thanked Alan for a very 

interesting talk.  

The Lucky Door Prize was won by David Dennison. 

Thelma thanked Heather and Mike Ryan for helping with morning tea. Diane Rudd and Velda Robson 

volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

Thelma thanked members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.20am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: John Rudd, President …………………                           


