
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 297 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 27 January 2009 

 

President Reg Davis opened the meeting at 9.30 am and welcomed Members. 

 

Members stood in silence for one minute in respect for Stan Ford who passed away on 22 December 2008. 

 

To honour Australia Day, Members sang the National Anthem. 

 

Presentation of 15 year certificates: President Reg presented a 15 year membership certificate to Harry Goodban. 

Maurie Dunstan, who had also qualified for a certificate, was absent. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. The 

Minutes were accepted as a correct record. 

 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other clubs; travel brochures; announcements of concerts. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Kevin Finn advised that the Club’s finances were: 

Balance at 1 December 2008 $1742.93 

Income $0.00 

Expenditure $0.00 

Interest $0.00 

Balance at 31 December 2008 $1742.93 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Reg mentioned that the Club will produce a booklet to celebrate its 25th anniversary. 

All members, and widows of former members, are asked to write something about their experiences in the Club for 

inclusion in the booklet. A special social function will be held on10 March to mark the 25th anniversary. 

  

Membership Report: Membership Officer Tony Kelly reported that 29 Members (out of a total membership of 45) 

were present. There were 4 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that the next two talks have a common theme 

of communication. Today we will hear about Morse code; next month’s speaker will be a writer.  

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison thanked Janet Smith for hosting the Recovery lunch on 

13 January 2009. The cost of the lunch was recovered by funds raised from the raffle.  The Social Club account will 

stand at approximately $600 after outstanding expenses are met. The February function will be a lunch at the Central 

Coast Leagues Club (cost $15.50). There will be no function in April (Easter). In May we will visit Walkabout Park. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

 

Welfare Report: No matters. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard said that the Bushwalking will recommence in March. 

 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan is planning the annual competition towards the end of February. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report. 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar has tickets for The Pyjama Game at the Laycock Street Theatre on 

28 February. He also discussed concerts by Gosford City Brass Band, and shows at Avoca Beach Theatre. 

 

Amendments to the Constitution: Secretary Richard referred to the proposed amendments to the Constitution in the 
News Sheet which had been foreshadowed at the November 2008 meeting, and which are required as a result of the 

Constitutional Review by Probus South Pacific: 

Clause 3(b): Replace the words “who have held positions of responsibility in” with the word “from” 

Clause 4(b):  Insert the word “consecutive” between the words “two years”. 

The meeting approved the amendments. 

 



Motion for the Club to become Combined: President Reg reminded members of the motion: That the Probus Club 

of Kincumber become combined (that is, having both male and female members) effective immediately, 

that he had moved (seconded by Richard Collins) at the October 2008 meeting. That meeting had agreed that this 

motion would lie on the table until today’s meeting. 

Reg spoke in support of the motion, saying that he regarded it as the only way that the Club will survive. 

Seconder Richard spoke in support of the motion and referred members to arguments for and against the motion, 

listed in the News Sheet. The News Sheet also contains the Committee’s views on several matters that will need to 

be addressed if the motion is accepted. 

David Kenny asked that this motion be voted upon by secret ballot, and the meeting agreed to this proposal. 

John Orme spoke of the Club’s earlier growth and the subsequent decline in number of members and argued that 

acceptance of this motion was a “matter of survival” for the Club. 

Mike Ryan also spoke in support of the motion and referred to his time as President when several potential members 

had not joined the Club, and at least one existing member had left, because the Club only had male members. 

Barry Riley spoke in support of the motion and pointed out that the Club’s current problems were well illustrated by 

the fact that two positions on the Committee had not been filled for some time. 

Harry Goodban argued that the Club was at a disadvantage as an all-male body because of the existence of well 

organised social activities in most retirement villages. 

Sid Holmes said that, in his experience, female members of clubs such as ours were sometimes reluctant to allow 

their contact details to be published. He said this matter would need to be addressed if the motion was accepted. 

There being no further debate, Secretary Richard distributed ballot papers and asked members to mark them YES 

(or Y) in favour of the motion, or No (or N) opposing the motion. 

The ballots were collected and counted by Richard and Senior Vice-President Kevin Southgate. President Reg 

announced that there were 24 YES votes and 7 No votes, and declared the motion carried. 

 

Profile Speaker: President Reg asked recently-inducted member Roy Bird to tell the Club about his life. In his most 

interesting presentation, Roy said that he had been born in 1939 in Earlwood and had been educated at Canterbury 

and Belmore Tech, and Bankstown. He left school at 14½, eventually becoming a butcher. By 1961, he owned his 

own shop. He was married in 1962, and had children in 1963, 1964, 1965 and 1967. In 1966 he bought land in Lane 

Cove, and built a house there in 1968. In 1969 he moved in and lived there for 35 years. He retired at age 55 and 

bought a house at Avoca, then moved to Copacabana where he still lives. Since his retirement, he and his wife have 

travelled extensively throughout Australia as cooks for tour groups – an experience that Roy described as wonderful.  

 

General Business: Secretary Richard drew Members’ attention to the notice in the News Sheet of the Annual 

General Meeting on 24 March 2009 and reminded members that our Constitution specifies that nominations for 

positions on the Committee will close at the next General Meeting on 24 February 2009. 

President Reg expressed the strong hope that those members who had opposed the Club becoming Combined would 

accept the majority decision and join in our efforts to move the Club forward. John Mulford and Nev Owen asked 

about fee arrangements for ladies. Secretary Richard said that the Committee would discuss this matter further and 

members would be asked to vote on it at the Annual General meeting in March. 

Historian Fred Leake said that at the next meeting he and Ken Gosby would give a presentation about pioneer 

aviatrix and past speaker at the Club, Nancy Bird-Walton who had died a few days ago 

 

After morning tea, at which several ladies joined the meeting, President Reg introduced Fred Koch who talked about 

the history of Morse code. Fred had been trained as a wireless air gunner in the Second World War. Fred recounted 

his training at the start of the war and said that he was chosen as a Morse code operator because he had obtained 

100% in his final Morse exam – if he had done worse, he might have become a pilot! 

Morse code was invented by Samuel Finley Morse, a portrait painter. He first displayed his invention in 1837 and 

was very poorly compensated for it. In 1843, an overhead wire was strung between Washington and Baltimore. Just 

a few years before that date it took 110 days for the news of President Harrison’s death to reach California! Rapid 

expansion of land and undersea cables followed and by 1870 London and Batavia (Jakarta) were connected. In 

Australia a cable was laid from Melbourne and Geelong in 1854 and the overland telegraph from Adelaide to 

Darwin was completed in 1867. Morse died in 1872. Many repeater stations were needed for long haul messages and 

this was originally done by operators who received and wrote messages down and then re-sent them to the next 

station. Morse code survives today only by past operators maintaining their skills through contacts and meetings. 

David Dennison thanked Fred for a most interesting talk. 
 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Barry Riley. 

 

President Reg thanked Members, ladies and guests for their attendance, and closed the meeting at 11.50 am. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Reg Davis, President ……………………... 


