
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 301 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 28 April 2009 

 

President Kevin Southgate opened the meeting at 9.35 am and welcomed Members and guests: Paul 

Radcliff and Tom Porter from Avoca Beach Probus Club, Margaret Vinney, Judy Prouting, Velda Robson, 

Bev Tysoe and Ron Bell.  

 

To honour Anzac Day, the meeting stood and sang the National Anthem. 

 

President Kevin then inducted Mione Dunbar and Louise Hooworth into the Club and congratulated them. 

He presented Louise with her name badge, a copy of our Constitution, a copy of the current Membership 

Register, and a copy of the Club’s 25th Anniversary booklet. 

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other clubs; travel brochures; announcements of concerts; Letters of 

thanks sent to 5 retiring office bearers; Letters from Jean Stansfield and Hildred Ford (read to the meeting); 

Article on Club’s 25th Anniversary and the Club becoming Combined sent to Residents of Kincumber 

Association (published in April/May 2009 issue). 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley mentioned that Annual fees are now due. He also provided the 

following summary of the Club’s finances: 

 

Balance at 1 March 2009 $1884.23 

Income $360.00 

Expenditure $439.30 

Interest $0.00 

Balance at 1 April 2009 $1804.93 

 

The Treasurer’s Report was accepted. 

 

President’s Report: President Kevin referred to his Message in the News Sheet where he encouraged all 

members to make suggestions for Club activities. He also spoke of the dusk Anzac Day service that he, 

Lorraine, and several other Club members had attended at MacMasters Beach Surf Lifesaving Club. The 

success of this event, which has now run 3 times, shows the importance of doing something different. 

 

Membership Report: In the absence of Membership Officer John Rudd, Harry Goodban reported that 41 

Members (70% of the total membership) were present. There were 7 visitors and 9 apologies. 

 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that today Andrew Rogers will speak 

about the Descent to the Titanic. In May, Chiropractor David Oxenham will speak. 

 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor David Dennison reported that there was currently about $260 

in the Social account. In May we will visit Walkabout Park. On 9 June there will be a lunch at Gosford 

Hotel. David also discussed a possible trip to Crescent Head in November with other Probus clubs. 

 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

 

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Mione Dunbar said how pleased she was to see Harry Green 

present, and also Mike Ryan who has recovered from illness. She reported that Mary Coleman and Irene 

Dunlop are in hospital, Cheryl Dennison has broken her leg and Eric Waldegrave is starting chemotherapy. 

 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking organiser Richard said that, due to rain, he had cancelled the Bushwalk 

to Strickland State Forest. The day had then fined up. In May we will walk in Bouddi National Park. 



 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan said he is pleased that ladies are again playing with the golf group. 

  

Bowls Report: Bowls Leader Reg Davis had nothing to report. 

 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar referred to the plays at Woy Woy little theatre. He also 

has the program for the Laycock Street theatre. 

David is also updating the Club’s website and would be pleased to receive any material. 

 

Oral History: Historian Fred Leake introduced Richard Collins who spoke on “The fun we had producing 

the 25th Anniversary booklet”. Richard said that the booklet is an example of an excellent idea coming 

from a member of the Club who is not on the Committee. In this case, Fred Leake suggested it as a way of 

celebrating the Club’s 25th Anniversary. The process took only 4 months from idea to completion and was 

managed by a committee of Reg Davis, Wally Tuffs, Fred Leake and Richard Collins. Contributions were 

submitted in all formats, some not too easy to read. In addition Fred wrote a summary history of the Club 

which he kept extending well after the closing date for submissions. He even persuaded Wally to make 

changes to the cover at the last minute! Because the booklet represents an important record of the history 

of our Club, a copy will be presented to all new members. Richard thanked all who contributed to the 

booklet and Fred, in particular, for suggesting that it be produced. 

 

Mentoring: Ron Bell spoke about a mentoring program for young people run by Youth Connections. The 

program involves close one-on-one interaction for 1 hour per week over 10 weeks with a Year 9 to Year 12 

student to guide and support them at a critical point in their development. Ron encouraged interested 

members to contact him on 0429 210 065 or 4320 5600. 

 

General Business: Bruce Dunlop spoke of the support that our Probus Club receives from the Avoca Beach 

Bowling Club, through the provision without charge of our meeting venue and morning tea. He said that 

some Probus clubs were now being asked to pay for the use of similar venues. He encouraged members to 

support the Bowling Club and, in particular, to join this Club as Social members. 

 

After morning tea, Patrick Leonard introduced our speaker, Andrew Rogers. Andrew told how his wife had 

entered him without his knowledge into a competition with over 250,000 entries. He had won the prize 

worth more than $60,000 – a trip in a submersible vessel to visit the wreck of the Titanic! He spoke of his 

journey through Halifax to St. Johns, Newfoundland where he joined a Russian marine exploration ship. 

This ship carried two of the world’s only four submersible vessels capable of descending the 4 km to the 

ocean floor where the Titanic is located, 600 km off the cost of Canada. Andrew was one of the first group 

of tourists to visit the wreck. Their trip was threatened by a court injunction issued as a result of an action 

by the company with the salvage rights on the wreck, but the organisers went ahead with it anyway. 

Andrew gave commentary as we viewed a stunning video that he took himself during his time on the ship 

and on the 10 hour trip down to the wreck and back. We marvelled at the dangers associated with the 

launching and retrieval of the submersible vessels, particularly in rough weather, and at the extraordinary 

detailed views of the wreck and the many artefacts around it. Andrew was even able to relate items on his 

video with those in photographs taken of the Titanic before its ill-fated maiden voyage. At the completion 

of the talk there were many lively and thoughtful questions. All present felt privileged to have had the 

opportunity to share Andrew’s unique experience. Reg Davis thanked Andrew for one of the most 

memorable talks in the history of our Club. 

 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Rhoda Roberts. 

 

Rhoda Roberts and David Kenny volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting which will be 

held on 26 May. 

 

President Kevin thanked Members and guests for their attendance, and closed the meeting at 11.50 am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Kevin Southgate, President ……………………... 


