
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 330 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 27 September 2011 

 

President Rhoda Roberts opened the meeting at 9.35am and welcomed members and guest, David Ryan. 

Rhoda then inducted Camille Denny and congratulated her on joining the Club. 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; tour information, material from Probus Centre, 

Invitation to the opening of the Mangrove to Mardi water pipeline link. 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts:  

Balance at 1 March 2011        $994.47 

 

 Year to date August 

   

Income $2070.00 nil 

Expenses $1167.35 $9.35 

   

Balance at 31 August 2011         $1897.12 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President Rhoda thanked Richard Collins for his work on the draft Constitution and 

Standing Resolutions that have been distributed today. Rhoda then presented Ken Robson with a certificate 

nominating him as Top Skid Kid in the Club for his daredevil run down the slide in Coney Island at Luna Park 

on 19 September. Responding, Ken said that he had only been trying to prove gravity, and that he looked 

forward to doing it again next time. Velda disagreed, and thanked those members who had helped Ken to his 

feet after his adventure. Rhoda then announced that the Committee had appointed John Pagett to the position of 

Membership Officer and thanked him for agreeing to take on this responsibility. She also thanked Pat Fordham 

for agreeing to take on the Catering Officer job, and Marie Riley for doing this job so well over the past 2½ 

years since the Club became Combined. 

Membership Report: Vice President John Rudd said that there were 43 Members present out of a total 

membership of 68, and 1 visitor. There were 11 apologies. John also thanked John Pagett for relieving him of 

the responsibilities of the Membership Officer job. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Marie Riley said that today John Ralph will speak on 

photography, and next month Loraine George will talk about the Laycock Street Theatre. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth thanked all who had come on the Luna Park 

trip on Friday 16 September, and said that photos taken on the day could be seen on her table and also on the 

web site. Next month we will visit Henry Kendall cottage. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report. 

Welfare Report: Welfare Officer Lorraine Southgate referred to the report in the News Sheet and added that 

David Dennison was still getting his medication straight. 

Bushwalking Report: In Bushwalking convenor Kevin Southgate said that last Tuesday 18 of us had walked at 

Crackneck Point in very windy conditions, and had enjoyed lunch together afterwards. Next month’s walk, 

which will be led by John and Anne Mulford, will be near Patonga. He also talked about the annual bush picnic, 

to be held at 11.30am on 22 November at MacMasters Beach. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan apologised that his report couldn’t fit into the News Sheet due to the 

material on the new draft Constitution. Mike said that the Club’s Championship rounds will be held on Fridays 

in November – the top 3 of 4 rounds will win. He also remarked that last Friday 3 golfers, John Orme, Col 

Laybutt and himself, had each come within one stroke of making par on the 43 par, 9 hole course. In October 

John Orme will lead the golf in Mike’s absence. Following his good recent experience, Mike also 

recommended that members look at the Probus travel insurance when they travel. 

Theatre Report: No report in Theatre Convenor David Dunbar’s absence. 



Profile talk: John Sutton spoke about his life. He was born on 7 March 1932, just one week before the opening 

of the Sydney Harbor Bridge. He grew up in Gordon with 4 older sisters, attended Shore Grammar School and 

studied Mechanical and Electrical Engineering at the University of Sydney. As a teenager he made many long 

bike trips to places as distant as Terrigal, Mount Victoria and Wombeyan Caves. Having long been an aircraft 

enthusiast, he became a member of the University Squadron. He and Helen lived in Pymble after they married, 

and had 3 children. John recalls with pleasure some of his early overseas travel in a Lockheed Constellation. In 

his 30s, John was Engineering Manager at Email Water Meter Division. Highlights of these years were taking 

control of a light aircraft and, on another occasion, being taken up by a pilot friend to do aerobatic manoeuvres. 

In his 40s, John was Engineering Manager of Westinghouse Brake and Signal Company. During this period he 

made 3 significant overseas business trips. He and Helen also had several walking adventures, including a 

28 day trek in the Himalayas and also along the Routeburn Track in New Zealand. He also joined a white-water 

canoeing club. In his 50s John had many interesting assignments with a consulting engineering company in 

places as distant as Port Hedland and Tasmania. Since John retired from professional engineering work at 65, 

he and Helen have enjoyed several overseas trips, including a memorable one to the US and Canada where they 

made good use of their Alaska Pass. He also started a home maintenance and gardening business which he ran 

for 10 years before finally retiring at 76. He has just finished compiling a two volume family history. For the 

past 9 years he has been a guide with the Sydney Heritage Fleet, and has had many outings on the restored 

1870s sailing ship James Craig. John and Helen moved from Pymble to Terrigal 3 years ago. They both greatly 

enjoy our Probus Club, and are delighted that Michael and Heather Ryan invited them to join. 

General Business: Richard Collins summarised some background information, provided in more detail in the 

News Sheet, about the proposed new Constitution and Standing Resolutions that had been distributed today in 

draft form. He also drew the attention of members to the related Notices of Motion in the News Sheet. 

Ern Williams said that he has seen John and Anne Mulford interviewed on TV about the Rugby World Cup. 

After morning tea, Marie Riley introduced our speaker, John Ralph from the Camera Shop. John showed us a 

range of modern digital cameras, from relatively inexpensive ones that fit easily into a pocket, to highly 

sophisticated Single Lens Reflex systems with interchangeable lenses. John demonstrated the extraordinarily 

capabilities of all of the cameras, including their ability to capture images in low light situations, and the huge 

range of magnification achievable with combined optical and digital zoom. We were also impressed by the 

capability of cameras to capture and store large numbers of high resolution still and movie images. The rapid 

development of this technology over the past few years shows no sign of slowing – it is hard to imagine what 

will be possible in a few years! John also discussed some of the photography courses held at his shop, and 

offered a “Kincumber Probus discount” for the next couple of months. In thanking John for his talk, Col 

Laybutt remarked that its quality and appropriateness was evident by from the interest shown by members and 

the number of questions. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by John Pagett. However, having won it last month he declined. On the second 

draw, it was won by Lorraine Southgate. 

President Rhoda then thanked Rhonda and Col Laybutt for helping at morning tea. Velda Robson and Fred 

Leake volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

Rhoda reminded members of the next General meeting on 25 October. She thanked members for their 

attendance and closed the meeting at 11.45am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: Rhoda Roberts, President …………………                           


