
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 379 

held at Kincumber Uniting Church on Tuesday 24 November  2015 

President Di Rudd opened the meeting at 9.30am.  Visitors Rob and Moya Capon, Ann and Cliff Davy, and 

Virginia Dressler were welcomed.   

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Minutes of the October General Meeting were presented, accepted, and  

signed as a correct record of the meeting.   

 

Business arising from the Minutes: Nil 

Correspondence: Routine travel and entertainment brochures.  

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley tabled the financial report.    

 

October 2015 

  

Cheque account balance at 1 March 2015        $  132.06 

Savings account balance at 1 March 2015        $1701.67 

                                                       Balance              $1883.73  
 October  Year to date 

Income          $42.39  $ 3389.64 

Expenses       $248.80    $ 2937.31 

  Balance $452.33 

                    

Total 

           

$2286.06 

    

 Combined net balance at October 31  2015        $2286.06 

 

Members accepted the report as correct.  
Membership Report: Convenor John Rudd.  There were 49 members and 2 life member present.   Apologies 

were received from Richard Collins, Wally Tuffs, Jeff Bradshaw, Lorraine and Kevin Southgate, Rhoda 

Roberts, Patrick Leonard, Nannette Steanes, Denise Lawrence, Bill Clark, Tony Kelly, Irene Dunlop, David 

Dunbar and Chris Dillon. 

 

Golf report:  Convenor John Rudd reported that Liz Gilbert had won the Bob Cummings Trophy for 2015. 

There are 25 names on the trophy.   Previous winners included Roy Bird, John Mulford and Di Rudd (who 

has won 4 times).  President Di presented the trophy to Liz who thanked all players for their participation, 

noting that she won by 1 shot only from Di.  Liz enjoyed the happy games. John mentioned that there had 

been no golf last Friday due to the very high temperature.  Once again all members are invited to join the 

golf program each Friday.  

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Convenor Hermione Dunbar: Today’s program will be a talk by Alexander 

Nilsen whose fascination with ancient cultures led him to an involvement in Shen Yung – Chinese cultural 

dancing.  In January Matthew and Fiona Wingrave will talk about their year long Motor trip around South 

America.  

  

Social Convenor’s Report: Convenor Gloria Reid:  21 people attended the interesting tour of the Victor 

Chang Research Institute. They learnt that the laboratories are still pushing further with their research with 

break throughs evident in various aspects.  Again the Bush Picnic was a great success and a specila thank 

you is due to Kevin and Lorraine Southgate and their helpers.  A donation was sent to the Surf Club to thank 

them for the use of the facilities. The Christmas Lunch will be held on the 8th December at the Ettalong 

Beach Club again and the cost is still $35 which includes a free drink on arrival.  Fees are being collected 

today.  On 12 January our Recovery Picnic will be held at Kincumber Park – bring your own ‘everything’.  

Welfare Report:  Co Convenor Elizabeth Butler:  A letter was received from Joyce Kenny.  David is in pain 

but is medicated and in good spirits.  A card was sent tp Peggy Horton.  Fred Leake told us he had a phone 



call from Peggy who is still settling into her new surroundings.  She had asked Fred to present her 

resignation on her behalf.  Fred has her phone number if any member wants to contact her. 

Bookshare: Convenor Jenny Baker:  Books are available with back copies of Active Retirees. 

Theatre Report: Convenor Barbara Orme is collecting subscriptions to the Woy Woy Little Theatre 

productions for the year.  Details are in the Newsletter today.  Payments can also be made at the Christmas 

lunch.  A booking has been made for a group to attend ‘Fiddler on the Roof’, starring Anthony Warlow,  on 

April 12 at 2.00pm.  The cost is $99.90.  Please pay at the January General Meeting. 

President’s  Report: Di Rudd:  Di proudly announced that Life Member Fred Leake had recently been 

awarded the Central Coast Volunteer of the Year Award.  Fred has volunteered over many years, most 

recently at the Ettalong Beach Public school helping with reading, social interaction, and small group 

activities.  In reply Fred mentioned his work with Meals on Wheels, and working with Janet Smith in 

various roles over 25 years.  We are very proud of Fred’s activities.  Di also mentioned the need for 

nominations for the Committee for 2016/2017.  She read the commitment statement from our Membership 

Form which outlines members’ responsibility to be involved in a range of our activities including serving in 

committee roles according to expertise.  She suggested that members prepare for coming nominations by 

reading the job outlines in our Constitution ready for 2016.       

General Business: Life Member John Orme spoke of the death of former member GordonTaylor who was 

the member who welcomed John to the Club.  Gordon had been an active member of the Club and was a 

Past President.  John spoke of Gordon’s special talents, noting the remarkable workmanship shown in the 

woodwork he had created for the Kincumber Uniting Church where we hold our General Meetings.  A 

minute of silence remembered Gordon Taylor.  

Profile talk: :  Carla Hurley described the events of her life which brought her from Amsterdam to 

Australia as a child with her parents, who had endured the hardship of German occupation of The 

Netherlands during World War 2. The move, designed to provide a better life for the family, brought with it 

the experiences of separation from family, and the uncertainties of a new future.  Overcoming the difficulties 

of settling in a new country and facing the diversity of life in an immigration camp, with its residents from 

many cultural backgrounds, the family eventually moved forward into their own home.  .  For Carla 

attending school, learning English, and progressing very well at school led to her career with the Rural Bank 

at Liverpool, where she met her husband and raised their family. Now her collective family includes many 

nationalities, and has grown to provide the large family which Carla promised her mother as they left 

Holland. For the Hurley family their multi-cultural diversity  is a source of joy and not of differences.    

 

 

The meeting adjourned for Morning Tea. 

 

Speaker: :   As Hermione Dunbar introduced our speaker Alexander Nilsen it was obvious to us that our 

talk about Shen Yun (Chinese dancing) would not come from a Chinese National. In fact Alexander 

explained to us that he is a Norwegian national who is fascinated by ancient civilization and world history.  

He spoke of his interest in traditional Chinese culture which is unique in its 5,000 year traditions.  It is the 

longest lasting continuously evolving culture in the world.  Colourful and diverse religions and cultural             

practices were seriously restricted when Communism gained power in 1949.  The Communists 

systematically destroyed ancient culture and morality.  Half the population was persecuted, artifacts 

destroyed and Chinese characters in their written language simplified creating a severed culture. Shen Yun 

recreates traditional culture through dance portraying ancient stories with beautifully colourful authentic 

costumes and a combination of traditional and modern musical instruments.  Their shows are produced in 

the USA and are presented around the world.  There is a strong objection by the current Chinese government 

to this role in continuing the portrayal of ancient Chinese culture and stories.  Audiences are moved by the 

skill and beauty of the performances and express their feelings after a performance.   

 

Vote of thanks: Hermione showed us the book available about Shen Yun commenting on the amazing colour 

in it.  Sue Schmidt thanked Alexander for showing his great passion for Shen Yun in his presentation.  She 

presented him with a bottle of wine. 

  



Lucky Door Prize: was drawn by Alexander  and won by Bev Tysoe.   

 

Di Rudd closed the meeting at 11.30am thanking all who helped with the morning’s activities.  She 

reminded members of lunch at Tukka Time. 

 

Signed as a correct record: Diane Rudd, President ………………………………… 


