
Probus Club of Kincumber Inc. 

Minutes of General Meeting Number 320 

held at Avoca Bowling Club on Tuesday 23 November 2010. 

 

President David Dennison opened the meeting at 9.30 am welcoming Members and Visitor Graham Woof. 

 

David then Inducted Irene Dunlop into the Club. In congratulating her, he said that Irene has, in effect, been a 

Member of our Club for its entire life, and he thanked her for her extended and outstanding contributions.  

 

Minutes of previous meeting: Secretary Richard Collins read a brief synopsis of the Minutes of the last meeting. 

The Minutes were accepted as a correct record of the meeting. There was no business arising from the Minutes. 

 

Correspondence: News Sheets from other Probus Clubs; travel material; letter of resignation from Len Fricker. 

 

Treasurer’s Report: Treasurer Barry Riley provided the following information about the Club’s accounts: 

 

Balance at 1 March 2010        $1064.01 

 

 Year to date October 

   

Income $1855.00 $10.00 

Expenses $1740.24 $382.40 

   

Balance at 31 October 2010         $1178.77 

Barry’s report was accepted. 

President’s Report: President David spoke of the benefits from careful reading of our News Sheet, saying that it 

had alerted him to his forthcoming wedding anniversary. He also said that he was pleased that Ken Robson is 

recovering from his fall at Dingeldei Reserve last Tuesday. 

Membership Report: In Membership Officer Reg Davis’ absence, John Rudd said that there were 45 Members 

present out of a total membership of 65, and 1 visitor. Apologies had been received from Reg Charlesworth, 

Barbara Orme, Joyce Kenny and George Burt. 

Speaker Convenor’s Report: Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard said that today’s speaker will be David Poulton 

from the RSPCA. 

Social Convenor’s Report: Social Convenor Ruth Charlesworth thanked Richard Collins for arranging the 

Bushwalking Bush Feast at Dingledei Reserve on 16 November. The Christmas Garden Party will be on 

14 December – Ruth needs the $30 payment today. The recovery picnic will be held in January. 

Editor’s Report: Editor Wally Tuffs had nothing to report.  

Welfare Report: Joint Welfare Officer Mione Dunbar said that Fred Leake had reported that Ern Williams is 

unwell. She read a thank you card from David Lester in response to the Club’s good wishes. 

Bushwalking Report: Bushwalking convenor Richard Collins thanked the 32 people who attended the Bush 

feast. He also thanked those who had helped on the day, particularly Ruth Charlesworth. He was very pleased 

to report that Kevin Southgate had agreed to take over the Club’s Bushwalking activities next year. 

Golf Report: Golf Leader Mike Ryan reported that John Mulford is the new Club Champion. Mike has 

17 potential starters for the golf/bushwalking holiday at Blackheath from 29 March to 1 April 2011. 

Theatre Report: Theatre Convenor David Dunbar reported that, as stated in the News Sheet, he is taking 

bookings for the 2011 subscription series of plays at Woy Woy Little Theatre. 

Profile Talk: Lorraine Southgate told us how her family had survived a bushfire emergency on their 2 ½ acre 

property at Kenthurst. This occurred on Australia Day 1975, a very hot and windy Saturday. In the morning 

they had taken their three children, aged 9, 8 and 4, to Little Athletics at Pennant Hills Park, at which the wind 

was so strong that some events had to be cancelled. On their way home they saw smoke. When they arrived, 

they immediately began to prepare their house for a fire emergency, including putting on outside sprinklers and 

filling the bath tub with water. After talking to the local Fire Brigade, they decided to evacuate their home and 

began collecting a few precious belongings. However, before they could leave, the block next door exploded 



into fire. They retreated to their brick home, with no electricity or water, but a working phone. They put their 

dog in the bathroom and blocked the drains to prevent smoke coming in. In the middle of the fire, a cow 

wandered through the front gate, so they locked her in. After the fire had passed they worked to put out flaming 

fence posts and start the clean up, and found that all of their chooks had perished. In the middle of all this, they 

discovered water running down the hall – they had forgotten to turn off the tap when they filled the bath and the 

overflow couldn’t get down the blocked floor drains – so they experienced fire and flood on the same day! 

After the emergency was over they realised that, when collecting their belongings before attempting to leave 

the home, they had forgotten all about their business takings in the kitchen. Some time later, they learnt that the 

cow had somehow walked all the way from Glenhaven. The Southgates were asked to keep it – they called her 

Wander. A few months later she had a calf which they called Panda. Eleven houses were burnt on that day and 

two people killed. Lorraine and Kevin consider themselves very lucky to have survived the bushfire. 

 

General Business: Bruce Dunlop said that the Rotary Club of Kincumber is again holding its annual Christmas 

raffle. The proceeds will support the Shipbuilders Memorial and also other Rotary projects, including graffiti 

removal. He asked for volunteers to help sell tickets at Kincumber shops. 

Kevin Southgate suggested that the Club make a sign to direct people to our functions, such as last week’s Bush 

Feast. President David offered to make this, and requested a drawing. 

The meeting then adjourned for morning tea. 

Guest Speaker: After morning tea, Speaker Convenor Patrick Leonard introduced our speaker David Poulton, 

an animal attendant at the RSPCA shelter at Somersby. The RSPCA is the largest animal care organisation in 

New South Wales. It has 11 shelters, and handles over 40,000 animals per year, mostly dogs and cats, but also 

including birds, goats and ferrets. Only about half of the dogs given to the RSPCA are able to be adopted – the 

rest have to be euthanized. David talked about the work of RSPCA inspectors investigating cruelty complaints. 

These inspectors work to an RSPCA code of practice which specifies that animals should have freedom from 

hunger and thirst, freedom from discomfort, freedom from pain and disease, freedom to express their normal 

behaviour, and freedom from fear and distress. The RSPCA also investigates many complaints about battery 

hen farms and pet shops. The RSPCA only receives $200,000 each year from the government which can only 

be used for legal expenses associated with prosecutions. Therefore, virtually all of their $17.5 million annual 

operating costs is obtained by public fundraising. David's talk prompted an extended question-and-answer 

session dealing with many topics including the role of pet shops in encouraging over breeding, how to report 

animal cruelty, how to deal with the barking dogs and bush turkeys, and the training of RSPCA workers. John 

Orme thanked David for a very interesting talk. 

President David thanked Rhoda Roberts and David Dunbar for helping Marie Riley at morning tea. Velda and 

Ken Robson volunteered to help with morning tea at the next meeting. 

The Lucky Door Prize was won by Velda Robson. 

President David reminded members of the Christmas Garden Party at Anne and John Mulford’s on 

14 December, and the next Committee meeting at Rhoda and Stan Roberts’ place on 7 December. He thanked 

members for their attendance and closed the meeting at 11.10am. 

 

 

Signed as a correct record: David Dennison, President …………………                           


